v THE WINNING NUMBER

\ our m I b \ r? ked 1l y-haired
entleman of 1 MIE eV s | wa m ut of the
Carleton H ¢, a hotel then on the comer ot Broadway and
Leonard St

\ that's my name,” offering my hand to receive t
ready extendtd hand ol the gentleman

I have sought vou,” ud he, * at the sugpe n of my
friecnd and lawye [ames ‘I, Brady ; who tells u | you art
il it anvbody help me in my e

You've had al \ ir, you wish to tell me about
1 Shall vo in her or wher | I

Can we not walk up Broadw ur
wal

‘ Probably that would not be the best way replicd
“for it 1s doul s as a detective that you need me, and we
might meet somebody who knows me a ch, and who might
be the very last person whom | should like to have see )
gether,” I rephied

“You are I vid he, smilin Your caution

ows me that vou understand your business : but it 1s )
late to go far up town to my houvse I have it.  I'll call at tl
Howard House, take a private room i W, |
1 hour, say and - finding thy m 1 ter
room, ¢ € ) Here's my card.  Cone cotly n
ind say nothin

“Tha S pla I will | nd he left,
nd I, baving t ed my busin t the Can N, Wi d

wly up Broadway to Kill time, wondering what su tately
dignitied, ccol headed sort of a lool na | vl !
holder to a man whom everybody kne y I
putation one of the most quiet in the city— could have forn
to d I suspected forger rson, or some attempt at it, and
a dozen other things. B ve them all out of mind in a
few minutes, for s never well for a detective to indulge in
anticipations - such a juncture of affars ; and meeting just
then an old friend, begui'ed a few minutes with him al
Broadway, and finally 12 out my watch I had on
ample time to get to t Howard at the time appointed, d st
suddenly recollected” an appointment, excuscd myself to my

friend, so

t the Howard and the gentlema
waiting for me

1 there, whoin |
readily tound

1

“You are here on the moment,” said he, as he closed and

locked the door on my entry “ Take this seat, if you pleasc
and I'll try to be short with my story.”
Lo o or

y SIT aid I'; but please don't

be in too much
haste. | have

plenty of time ; but tell me al

would, and probably did, to Mr. Brady.

“ Well, sir, day before yesterday morning I missed from my
safe, at my house, seven thousand two hundred
dollars, wh

| your story as you

ind fifty-five
wing received

ol

I placed there the night before, 1
most of 1t that day, at an hour
bank ;" and here he paused

“Well, sir,” said I, “who took it?
I presume, which you wish to solve

“Yes, that, of course, is the
picions upon anybody.

“You say that most of this money was received after bank
ing hours.  Suppose you tell me next where and of whom vou
received it, and in what amounts, for 1 infer that you did not
receive it in a lump ’

“No; I collected it partly
came to me from the country,

too late to make deposit
I'hat’s the question,

point ; but I can't fix my sus-

from rentals due, and some
~notes due,~—and some from the
sale of a cargo of pressed hay over at Jersey City, and I did
not get around in time to put 1t in bank, such I had, before
closing hours,” Jooking at memoranda.

“Well, T am glad you have memoranda of

the amounts
Now tell me where

you received these, each one ;" and he
went on to tell me, in detail, where, and who was near by, if
anybody, in each case where a tenant or other debtor paid him

mone) I listened intemtly, amd could get at nothing worthy
of note till he came o the hay transaction at Jersey City It
ippeared that there were several persons standing about at thy
time of the payment of the money to my client (call him Lan
mer, Tor further convenience ), mostly working men, some de
loafer nd two or three well dressed, but rather dashily dr {
X men. Mr. Latimer had been obliged to take 1 ¢
siderable money from his own purse v order the hetier t
rrange it to | 1 the amowt en received ; and fecling that

he bad quite an amoun. of money, even at that tme, and he
added some before he reached home, put his purse in his innet
vest pocket, thinking of nothing wors
ing pickpockets, or los
In his vest pocket he thought it secure, and sceure it was to

take home, but not secure for kecping

than pos bly encounter
ng his morey by accident on the way

Uhe result of our confurer

ce that evening, was that 1 should

be obliged to go with Mr, Latimer to his home the next m
ning, when he would call at my office for v I conld not o

that night, and perhaps it was as well, or | 1 a bus

s
ippointment which led me, not an hour atter pai with Mr
1 1nimer mto cortam haunts \\!'7‘ l fan \‘}. I Was mete
magination, if it wer instinctive eprior m which 1 do
¢ much believ hot ma my wus  thing hay
occurred in my h hicl emed 10 e verned or directed
by e | v, which the hum hra I t ol
ene to discover where | fancie 1l I saw t
of the money which Mr. Latimer had lost 1. an

In mn dissip m hort, 1 Wl 1 th | d st
bled vpon 1 f 1 had I know Character of 1l

\A‘V ' 1ty | r could I ] ‘

I m 1 cized my man then and there

But the next morning | visited Mr. | nan

town  stre which was not then, as 1 y built

t least, in tl portion of it where he dwelt I examimed
everything about the premises, conclu led where a thiel nnght
e gott nto the house without much trouble, and finally

commenced questioning Mr. Latimer about s fanily, the
ervants, et None of Mr. 1 family, except his wife, wer
at home I'wo bovs, or young men, were at school, rather at
college one of them, and both far away, and the daughters wer
it the female seminary in Cazenovia.  As to the servants, in
whose honesty Mr. Latimer had the utmost confidence, | had
them called into my presence, and questioned them about the
condition of the house on the night of the robbery. One of
them heard some ght noise, at some time between twelve
wk and four in the morning : was not definite.
lept soundly ; heard nothing.

I'he others
I'hey did not seem to me likely

connected with anybody, or to have lovers who would
t to be of the class who mi

t have robbed the safc Je
nobody, not even Mys, Latimer, knew that Mr. L. had
deposited any amount of money in his safe that nigh He
was of the order of men who attend strictly to * their own bus

ness,” too strictly, sometimes, when evi

ence 1s wanted espec
1ally His bedroom adjoined the room in which the safe stood,
and was so situated in regard to a pair of “ back stairs,” that
if the robber had come in from the back (on the theory of hi
possible complicity with the servants), he could have hardly
gotten into the room without disturbing Mr. and Mrs Latimer,
unless on that night, which was probably the case, they slept
with unusual soundness. 1 concluded that the robber must be
an expert one, and somehow I constantly referred in mind to
the fellow whom [ have alluded to before as baving been seen
liberally dispensing money. He seemed to me competent for
the business; but there was one thing which T left to the last,
which arose in my mind at first on my interview with Mr
Latimer at the Howard ; but I said nothing of 1t then, for 1
had learned that the best way is to approach the most serious
troubles softly ; as often the * course of things,” as they take
have in an interview, will better point out how this or that
mysi. ry occurred than all the attempted solutions which one
mig t, @ priovi, project for a week, and that one thing which




