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1. FARM AND DAIRY is published ever;
Thursday. It is the official organ of Lhi
British Colus
Ontario, and Bedford District, Quebec.

2. IUIICHIPTION PRICE, $1.00 a year.
Great Britain, §120 a year. For all coun
tries, oxoept and Great lrlh.ln.
add 800 for postage. Notices
piration of

l IIIITTANCEI should be made by
Office or Money Order, ur Registered
Lﬂler for

tampe tod
amounts lees t $1.00. On all cheoks
add mu lor exchange fee required at
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plication. Copy received u; v.b- Frida
recoding the following weel's

UNITED STATES lEPIEIINTATIVBl
STOOKWELL'S S8PEOIAL AGENOY
Chicago People’s Gas Building
New York m Slh Avenue.
6. WE INVITE FARMERS to write na on
any agricultural topie.
pleased to

CIRCULATION ITAT!N!NT
The paid subsriptions to
n-lry elcud 15249, The actual urcnln-
fon of e issue, including copies of the
er sent subscribers who re bat slight:
Iy In arrears, and tample copiei
from 16,150 to 17,300 copies. scrip
tions are accepted at less than the full
subscription rates.
Sworn detailed llllllllnu of the
lation of the paper, showing its llllrlbll
tion by :wnll'! IM provinces, will be
mailed free on request.
OUR GUARANTEE
We guarantee mn every nnum--r in
thic issue is relia ‘o
this because lht ld I Il
Farm and Dairy are . unlully elllo‘
as the reading columns, and because to
protect our readers, we turn away all
unscrupulous advertisers. 1 y ad-
vertiser herein deal dishonestly wm\ you
sul

ted. It a condl

lon of this contrac !hli in wmllll to

advertisers you tats l saw your ad-
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subscril who are our

'rl'n‘m I-inulh the -“lu- of these col-

e shall not attempt to adjust

(rllllll lilIIll“ between subscribers and

honorable business men who advertise, nor

pay the debts of honest bankru,
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OUR HEAVY TAXES

The Canadian people are more
heavily taxed than almost any other
civilized people on the face of the
earth. The supplementary estimates
laid before the Dominion House re-
cently bring the total appropriation
for current accounts well over-
$200,000,000, This, however, is not
all. The $35,000,000 bonus for the
mavy is not here included. The fat
slice of Government pap that Me-
Kenzie and Mann are to receive from
the Government this session is yet
to come. The total outlay will pro-
bably be mot less than $250,000,000

Such tremendous increases and ex-
penditures are naturally beginning
to create alarm in the press of the
country, “This is over eight times
the total disbursements of the Do-
minion Government ‘n the last year
Alexander McKenzie was in power,”
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says the Weekly Sun in a recent edi-
torial: “It is nearly six times the
aggregate expenditure of the last
year of the Tupper Government, It
is more than twice as much as was
spent in the last year of the Laurier
administration. "

The supplementary estimates alone
are equal to twentysix dollars for
every man, woman and child in Can-
which on the basis of five mem
bers to a family, means an expendi-
ture of one hundred and thirty dol-
lars a family.

How does this compare with other
countries?  The Toronto Star esti-
mates the expenditure of Great Bri-
tain on the same basis at eighteen
dollars fifty cents a head, that of the
United States at nine dollars sixty
five cents, and of Germany at seven
dollars forty cents; that is, our ex-
penditure is nearly three times that
of the United States and almost four
times that of Germany,

The farmers of Canada are pay
ing the major portion of this heavy
tax We contribute to our share
every time we go to the store to buy
clothes, hardware, implements, boots
and shoes, anything and everything
that comes through a customs house.
So indirect is the tax that we do not
realize its magnitude. But we pay it
just the same

This indirect tax goes a long way
towards explaining why we have to
work so hard and figure so closely to
make ends meet. In the light of
these figures is it not time that we
were calling a halt on extravagant
expenditure of public moneys.

ada,

TIME YET

“Is it too late yet to sow a field of
alfalfa?”

This is a question that reaches us
frequently now a-days. The question
comes from farmers who had intend-
ed to make a start with alfalfa this
year, but through scarcity of help
were not able to get the land in
shape earlier. Sometimes the same
query comes from a man who has
formerly seeded alfalfa about the mid-
dle of May and is dubious of its suc-
cess if sowed now.

It will be reassuring to these farm-
ers to learn that some of our most
successful alfalfa growers hive not
yet sceded any alfalfa this spring.
Their practice is to disc and drag
the land at intervals up to the last
of June or the first of July, and then
seed without a nurse crop. In this way
they get the land in capital shape,
kill millions of weed seeds that are
allowed to germinate but not grow
and conserve soil moisture.

In the very dry season of two years
ago W. O. Morse, Halton Co., Ont.,
a very successful alfalfa grower,
seeded part of his alfalfa in this
manner and part of it earlier in the
season with a nurse crop. His July
seeding was away ahead of the earlier
seeding in the fall, and away ahead
of the fields of any of his neighbors
seeded in the ordinary way with a
furse crop.

Some months ago J. W. Clark,
Brant Co., Ont., told us that he had
ade a practice cf plowing up mead-

ows that had not come through the

winter in good shape, working the
soil thoroughly and seeding again to
alfalfa in the early part of July. Mr.
Clark not only got a gooa catch that
season but quite frequently was able
to make a good cutting of alfalfa
carly in September. Sufficient growth
would be made thereafter to give the
field top enough to protect it through
the winter,

We aotice that for the last couple
of years no other than Prof. C. A
Zavitz at the O. A, C., has been re-
commending the late seeding of al-
falfa without a nurse crop. Surely,
with Prof. Zavitz’ O.K. on this meth-
od, no one need hesitate to still sow
a few acres of this grand crop.

FARMING AND CAPITAL

The Wisconsin Experiment Sta-
tion have been investigating the re-
lation of operating capital to profits
in farming. They found that when
the operating capital, that is ma-
chinery, cattle and cash, was 13.5 per
cent. of the total investment, the
profits were $167.78 a farm, Increas-
ing the operating capital to 17.7 per
cent. raised the profits to $433.68,
and when it was raised to 28.2 per
cent, the profits went to $1,628.55.
When the operating capital was 33.3
per cent. the profits went to $3,-
511,83, 4

These figured are the averages of
many farms and indicate quite plain-
ly that there is a close relation be-
tween operating capital and profit;
the biggest profits coming when one-
third of the capital was in stock,
machinery and cash for operating,
and but two-thirds of it in land and
buildings.

When nearly all the capital was in
land and buildings the profits were
smaller, or to use the familiar ex-
pression, these farmers were land-
poor. Having nearly all the capital
in land and buildings is a good deal
like the merchant who has a big store
but scarcely any goods on the
shelves. Better to have a smaller
store with well stocked shelves. Like-
wise it is better to have a smaller
farm, provided it is well supplied
with stock, machivery and cash ior
unning expenses.

BOUNTIES ON LEAD

I'he Dominion Government is to
continue the payment of bounties on
lead contained in lead-bearing ores
mined in Canada. For nine years
now the lead industry has been fed
on Government pap; surely long
enough for this “infant” industry to
get on its feet. It has, however, been
definitely decided that the payment
of bounties, which expire on June
30th this year, shall be continued
until July 1st, 1918,

Why should these bounties be con-
tinued? There was no inquiry in the
House as to the profits that the lead
operators are making. The fact that
none of the supporters of the mea-
sure clgimed that the companies
were hard up would seem to indicate
that good profits are being made. It
was also brought out in the course of
the debate that the prices received
for lead have increased from sixty
dollars to ninety dollars a ton since
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the introduction of bounties. 1|
miner could afford to do husiness
with lead at sixty dollars, surcly he
is making a better profit with lead
at ninety dollars. We believe thay
the continuance of these bounti s js
equivalent to giving a present to the
lcad operators of Canada; a present
for which the people of Canada must
pay.

Only one lone member made forc
ible protest against the continuance
of these bounties, Mr. J. H. Bum-
ham, the Conservative member for
West Peterborough. He, however,
received but scant support in his in-
dependent stand from the Libera
Opposition, who might have becn ex
pected, under the circumstances, to
support him. By this indifference
the Opposition thereby lost an ex-
cellent opportunity of showiny up
the absurdity of the whole bounty.
giving system and they, to that de
gree, were remiss in their duties ©
the Canadian taxpayer who, in the
long run, must pay the bounty. The
fact that the Opposition did not even
bring the matter to a vote does not
speak well for its vigilance. A« the
farmers of Canada will have to pay
over half of the large sum these
bounties represent, it is a question
on which as farmers we have a right
to make our views known.

Many fields of alfalfa fail 1o sur

vive the winter, Many who sowed
their first alfalfa last spring and were
looking  forward to

Try their first crop this
Again, year have plowed it

under instead. Many
of these mew beginners have an
nounced their intention of trving
again, This is the right spir: How
much clover would be grown io-day
if all who failed to get a ca'ch or
have had it winter killed were 1) stop
growing clover? Every failure -hould
teach us something of the peculiar
requirements of the alfalfa plo:t and
enable us to do better next time
Our most successful alfalfa yrowen

tell us that their success ha- been
built on the lessons learne! from
many failures.
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