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The huge bonus of runs given to Surrey batsmen owes its
magnitude chiefly to the fact that Hayes, who scored 515 runs
during the month, was actually presented with 224, or over
40 per cent., by his opponents ; Abel, Hayward and Mr. Jephson
also benefited by the mistakes of their opponents to the
amount of considerably over 100 runs apiece, one mistake
enriching the captain’s aggregate by 115 runs and another
Abel's aggregate by 111. The Yorkshireman most favoured
by his opponents was Mr. Taylor, whose aggregate for the
month, 412 runs, would have been reduced by 48 per cent. had
all the catches he gave been accepted; in a more modest way
the popular captain of the Yorkshire eleven was also the re-
cipient of several extra innings augmenting his aggregate for
the month, which totalled 27 runs, to the extent of 88. To
Mr. Perrin’s good fortune in August we have already alluded ;
it only remains for us to add that, if his opponents had taken
advantage of all the opportunities afforded them, instead of his
aggregate for the nine completed innings played by him in that
month, amounting to 352 runs, his total would not have
exceeded the second century by more than a couple of runs.
Other recipients of over 100 runs during the month under
analysis were Barton (Hants), Mr. J. A. Dixon (Notts), Mr.
C. J. B. Wood (Leicester), W. Quaife (Warwick), Mr. J.
Douglas and Mr. P. F. Warner (Middlesex), Mr. Mason
(Kent), K. S. Ranjitsinhji (Sussex) and Mr. L. Palairet
(Somerset).

If in the course of twenty-seven days county cricket over
4000 runs are, together with the time they takc to compile,
wasted, we may infer that in the course of the whole county
season, in which a grand total of 123,013 runs were scored last
year, some 18,000 unnecessary runs are given away through
bad catching. If this is the net result of missing catches, what
must be the aggregate cost, taking into consideration the runs
accruing through the lengthened partnerships and through
slovenly fielding—surely sufficient if they could be eliminated,
or nearly eliminated, for accidents will happen, by smartness




