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RStiressssas'sewas persuade,| by friend» nut loaccdmpany him. So 
early ,n the year 1853 the s„n look a learful parting, 
and sa,led for ,he Southern Seas Is is not necessary 
to ft 1 low his career for the next two years. The 
healthful climate of inland Victoria, and his rough 
experience on a great sheep farm, brought out all the 
«ten energy in him, which in England would have 
been lost to the world, lie became tall, strong and 
bronred by exposure, and if his mother’s old physician 
could have seen him, he would not have required to 
sound his chest In order to pronounce a verdict of 

good for three-score and ten, at least. ”
In the fall of ’54 the gold fever first struck him. 

It was rather curious that it had not earlier, but it is 
perhaps accounted for in that he was ranching 
die mines at that time. So he went to the mines and 
went to work among ihe strange conglomeration o 
nations that had htrn attracted to this region. Those 
were rough times in the early mining days, and many 
a man who after months of toil had accumulated a 
little 1 lie of Ihe precious sniff, and started 
to civilization where il would do him some good, had 
been found dead by ihe wayside with a knile in his 
breast, or never heard from again. but Walter 
Denham was of the stuff all „„e Englishmen are 
made of and felt fully able to take care of himself, 
lie had good luck from the first, and at the end of 
five months made such a stroke that he decided he 
had enough of mining and began to thing of ,etm„. 
mg to England During his life in Ihe mines he had 
held himself aloof from the other men, and as the 
claim he worked was at a distance from the others, 
and he made a confidant of no one, the fact that he 
had struck 11 rich was not known, and when he 
set out for Melbourne il was supposed he had become 
discouraged with Ihe mines. An old miner who had 
served Ins first apprenticechip to the business in 
California in 49, and there become imbued with the 

“ This letter has quite a history ’’ said I lip pv wan.' ei,n.K sP*rJj which led him to Australia, accom-
pected a yarn, and looked resigned “All rieht ” |,‘mie‘1 hlm: This old Californian, making use of his 
said he, “ expectorate it out, old fellow onlj don’t ' A?e[}Ca* ha<l rapidly acquired a fortune
make it too fishy, and cut it short, toT for I’ve co L uT ^ i^tor,a* a"«' now the wandering 
to lie up at the office at twelve you know ” It w,s ?Mif"d .8med.h"n ««« more and he wanted to 
only eight o'clock in the evening and I felt acc-rieved u California again. So these two set out on the 
at his hint at my long windedness, for evmyhodv inch a'T? I Mclbournc al,,ne i but it was not 

knows when I have anything to say I get at it at once’! mLiin„ V 1 P'iome .orie' as 'bey "ere constantly 
hut I forgave him this time, and began • ’ xh ' ur PasslnK parlies going to or from the mines,

" Vou notice the address on the envelope -■ Mrs n„h “î îe>,arated wh™ “bout half way, as
Ïranees Denham,------ Street, London E C Fm,' Jfenha,.n "!she‘J 10 makc a m°'e circuitous route.
land.’ In the early fifties there lived on that iStt Th bJelbour.nc on 'he first day of March, 
particular street in London, in one of Ihe most irn°rlmnKi’ as be stepped out of his
respectable quarters, the lady whose name anneara I ,i,knK’ WV officla!s Placed their hands on his 
here—a widow with one son, now a man The h’ave him to understand he was their
Denhams were well-to-do, and had manv friends - hut ' J Thorn -ghly surpriied, he tried to find out
a cloud hung over iheir house ComlnV f . f.’J h ,be,charl!=. b‘" 'bey were as silen, on lhat point ,f 
never noted for strong lungs Mrs. Denham had ^ IT , “ “T two ^ had passed in the
often happens, escaped the full force of the inherit PgS°î‘ tba' he learned that the old miner with
ance ; but a constant fear of it had developed in her wbh"I h' i^.' n *f "'d ,bum,lh? mines had been found 
a very nervous character and her fami jnhv.îni ‘ ? a bul!e ho,e !". bl! sk“" "«-a, where they had
often shook his head aftet his periodical’visits and knè t,*1-" “ i!"S 8?ld missing. Denham now 
made a remark to himself about P heart disease some ïf !r!|Wfh,’i‘1 wos.Ibe Pollce bad given Ihe exclamation 
day.’ The dreadful inhefitance, doubtf“ i'n ,he wh,n t tound his hell full of gold
second generation, had scented to have utterly died aher h^h’ sa,a,c,hed hlm- Jj« look'd thoughtful
2 La',,hird’ r“ne W*"" Dcnhanq'tt oMy XîtaThî «w kntW h=
•on, had lieen, up to hit twenty-second year, a healthy ’ 
although not a strong youth. But in his twenty-third 
minher’di'd °m,S,xCgan 1° al’l*ar “bich the anxious 
thLw,d d 3° l.'ke’.and a” opportunity offering, and 
the doctor advising, it was thought best he should es-

TOO LATE.1
C iK

By CHAS. E JENN1Y.

UEEB looking stamps, those! Victoria | 
ehf OI(l ones, too. Must he rare?’’ 
This was a remark from my friend. Bar- 
ker who, hy the way, is not a “ si amp 

,'S bend, as he designates me. The .subject 
à « bu remark was one which even 1 

considered worthy of notice. Vou know, 
general rule, when you show your unphilatelic 
ds i ur collection, and arc enthusiastically giving 

them coulters on your rarities, they do not seem to 
be paying much attention, and all at once a bright 
colored stamp will catch their eye, ami you will feel 
disgusted with the general ignorance of humanity for 
half an hour afterward at hearing them praise a -___
Sh • °r 71 -,.s"-'b'ak. as aome of our non- 
Church-go ng plilatelists are apt to term them—I 
mean the blank adjective part.

Barker is, although not a philly, as 
re, a man of judgment, and when I was 

showing him my stamps on the original envelope», 
his attention was first
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worthy ol remark. There were three stamps 
envelope besides the postmarks Melhume, Liverpool 
and London, mThere was a yellow six pence 
l,r,mP °1 lh? n54 °f„Vicloria ; a one shilling, 
bine and red, ’• regtslered" stamp, ami am,he, one 
very similar in design, hut green and purple in color, 
six pence in value, and on it ihe words “Too Late ” 
Barker examined the stamps and read the inscriptions 

Too late, said he, “What i, the object of that?’’ 
Barker is of an inquiring mind, and often asks 
questions in regard to my hobby lhat a ten year old 
collector would consider as beneath answering, and 
I hnd It hard not to snub him ; hut on the present 
occai on he had hit on a subject I was willing to
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clearly how much the evidence
was against him.

About four weeks later the case rame on trial. He 
had an attorney lhat he had put in possession of the 
facts ; but it was evident he did not half believe his 
client. Witnesses for the prosecution were not lack-
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