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ment has proved successful. I do not 
| think anyone questions it He takes 

queens or from diseased colonies and 
he shake*, them oil the foundation and 
leaves them there 3 days and then he 
shakes them again and It Is Impossible 
for those queens to transmit the dis­
ease.
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SPRING DWINDLING.
Spring dwindling in bee-keeping Is 

a feature of the business that nearly 
every apiarist suffers from more or 
less. The man I bought my first col­
ony from, about twenty years ago, used 
to close his hives up with heavy en­
trance blocks, on the morning of a day, 
that he thought would be unfit for bees 
to fly. I used to do the same some­
times with my hives. This closing them 
up, without supplying them with wa-

Iter used to cause them to become 
greatly excited, so that I used to let 
them fly about noon time, when the 
lay was warmest. Not liking this me­
thod, I gave it up, and took to shading 
to darkness for a season or two on cold 
flays. About fifteen years ago I con­
trived the Idea of a portico with screen 
elide the same as Mr. Holtermann’s, 
put not having made any new hives 
«nee, I failed to put my idea into prac­
tice, so that Mr. H. has got in ahead 
bf me with his patent. The idea is a 
baluable one, and is well worth the 
loyalty charged for it.

Last spring I constructed another 
bortlco which I do not think conflcts 
pith Mr. H's patent in any form. It 
i made as follows, from lumber three- 

|uarters inch thick and three inches 
'le, (it can be made any width). Cut
te side pieces nine Inches long and 

e top piece the length of the width of 
tive, and nail the top piece on the 
Tds of the side pieces, then tack a
(ece of painted wire cloth on the one 

de of this frame, and across the bot­

tom on the outside of the wire cloth, 
tack a strip three-eighths by one-half 
inch, and also tack the wire cloth to 
this strip, which keeps the wire cloth 
even across the bottom. This enclosed 
portico Is easily set on the alighting 
board when weather Is unfavorable, its 
weight is all that Is required to keep it 
in place, and when not needed is easily 
taken off the alighting board.

Before being placed on the allightlng 
board, a wet sponge, or a small feeder 
containing water should be placed 
thereon, for the convenience of the 
bees. The material for its construc­
tion only costs a few cents. Besides 
being a great help towards preventing 
spring, dwindling it Is also a useful 
adjunct to close off robbers from a 
colony at any time.

Although the mercury has been down 
below zero a good many times this 
winter, I think bees are wintering fair­
ly well, as far as I can And out in this 
locality.

W. H. KIRBY.
Oshawa, Ont., Feb. 17th, 1907.

Comb Foundation

BEFORE getting your 
foundation made up 
write us for samples 

and pi ices. We guaran­
tee satisfaction. Give us 
a trial. Wax taken in 
payment for making up. 
We handle the Ham & 
Nott Go’s bee goods at 
factory prices.

&OHN NEWTON
, Thamesford, Ont.


