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NOTE AND COMMENT

The French Government is consider
ing the total abolition of the manufac-
ture and sale of absinthe, the most po-
pular and at the same time the most
minous intoxicant among the French
people.

During the last ten months the tem-
perance movement carried on under the
direction of Archbishop Bruchesi, of
Montreal, has secured sixty thousand
signatures to the pledge. Recently a
member of one of the largest liquor
houses in Quebec Province admitted
that in the two years since the Arch-
bishop inaug d the temy
mission the consumption of liquors had

ne 4 . and & wholessle

grooer w{k) also deals in liguors said
that his sales are now only about one-
half what they were a few years ago.

1t is said that the old bucket once was
the cause of a war in Europe. We
thought that the world had outgrown
such things, but it seems that the New
World has at last furnished history
with a parallel case. Copies of the of-
ficial icati hanged be-
tween the littlo Republics of Nicara-
gua and Handuras which have been re-
ceived at Washington show that the war
b those ies, which threath
ens 0 emhroil all Central Anicrica,
grew out of the seizing of a mule by
Nicaraguan ocavalrymen !

bath was broken up entirely by the
spontaneous desire of the delegates to
g0 out for personal work on the street
where thousands of women were to be
found wending their way to a temple
to pray to the gods for a fruitful har-
vest. - What a hopeful sign for the fu-
ture, when a religions conference can-
not hold one session because the dele-
gates are all engaged in personal work!

On the thority of Wi i
ter,” of Philadelphia, it is said th
“more than fifty years ago a Moravian
named Heyde, stationed himself on a
ridge of the Himalayas at Leh, on the
borders of Tibet, and with slight en-
couragement has held the field until
the present time. He has tered the

The question of the use of the U, 8.
flag in beer and liquor advertisements
has been settled. Two liquor dealers
of Omaha were prosecuted under the
laws of Nebraska on the charge of sell-
ing beer-bottles decorated with the na-
tional colors. They were fined $50 each,
but appealed to the State Supreme
Court on the alleged ground of the un
constitutionality of the law. That
court sustained the verdict, and the
case was carried to the Supreme Court
of the United States, which confirmed
the previous two decisions. In the
course of his opinion, Justice Harlan
upheld strongly the right of the State
to protect the flag, the emblem of the
mation's power, against indignities. He
maintained that the use of the flag as

language, translated the Bible into Ti
betan, and has reached not less than
10,000 people.”

There are now in the United States,
including Porto Rico and Hawaii, 9,204,
631 Negroes. Ninetenths of these live
in the Southern States, and constitute
one-third of our population. There are
21,000 negro , 20,000 barbers,
nearly as many doctors, 16,000 minis-

12,000 <k 1

an adverti i on beer-bottles cheap
ens and degrades it. “To prohibit such
use is no abridgement of personal
rights as contemplated under the Con-
stitution.”  Our neighbors, perhaps,
make too much of their flag; on this
side of the line it may be said we make
;m little of ours. But we are improv
ng.

In a recent issue of Harper's Weekly,
Rev. John Monroe, chaplain of the
Prison E listic Society of New

ters, 15,000
16,000 engineers and firemen, 5,000 shoe-
makers, 4,000 musicians, and 1,000 law-
yers. 77 per cent. of the negroes work
on farme. Of the 746,000 farms on which
they work, 21 per cent, are owned whol-
ly by the negroes, and 4 per cent, are
partly owned by them. Nearly 4,000,000
are d in gainful ¥

American papers are speculating up-
on and discussing the probabilities of
the next presidential electi i
It is not quite certain that Bryon will
be the Democratic candidate, but as
to the Republican party, everything
seems to be shaping for the inatiomw
of Roosevelt. Many of the party lead-
ers realise that he is the only candid-
aste who can save the party from disas-
ter. Speaking of the newspaper dis-
cussion and speculation the New York
World (Democratic) says: “Why do so
many newspapers and politiciane waste
time speculating whether Mr. R \
or his opponents will control the Re-
publican National Convention in 19087
There is no doubt about it. If Theo-
dore Roosevelt is.alive he will boss the

i Tt will i body to
whom he is opposed. The only pro-
blem on the President's hands is to
keep the convention from renominating
him. This ds the only defeat he is like-
ly to suffer.”

The “Christian Work and Evangelist”
tells of “a remarkable conference of
Christian women met recently in Wei
Hsien, the Holy Land of China, There
were 300 women representing over 200
villages, and 200 mom oame from the
neighborhood. Here was a gathering
of women, some of them over seventy
who had hobbled on their bound feet
for fifty miles or less, carrying bedding,
hymn-book and Bible. Mo remark-
able still is the faot that their husbands
encouraged them to go, though many

tions. This is about 45 per cent. of
their total population; while only 37
per cent. of the white population of the
United States are bread winners.

The law abolishing the death penalty
in France is being aswiled on every
. side. The principle newspapers of Par
is are all urging its defeat, while pro-
minent statesmen and literary men are
clamoring for the same thing. A num-
ber of opinions are quoted by the “Lit-
erary Digest,” and their econsensus
seems to be that expressed by the “Ga-
lois,” of Paris, which declares that
‘“the abalition of the death penalty
has done nothing but cut the sinews
of justice and encourage crime.” M.
Goron, Chief of Police of Paris, is
quoted by “La Liberte” as saying:
“During the twelve years for which the
death penalty has been practically sus-
jended, the results of this reform have
been apparent. 1 think the oxperiment
has been continued long enough. These
results have been most disastrons,”

Some churches reserve certain pews
for strangers. A writer in the Southern
Presbyterian thinks the better plan is
to show them into family pews, wlrere
they will be welcomed by members of
the church. Speaking of a church
which does this, he says, they do this
purposely, because they want peopln
to feel at home. The pastor exhonts his
people: “If a stranger is shown into
your pew, or a stranger and his wife,
be glad to see them, greet them with a
smile. See that they are offered one
of the hymn books in your pew-rack.
After service extend the hand of wel-
come {o them, and ask them to come
back again—ask them to come to your
mdmwnmuumo. These are

e things. They will ood&o.u noth-
ing. But what a difference they make
in the way people feel who come to
;bordip 'ﬁ;‘“\u for the first time!”

is is an worth noteing by peo-
ple who attend churches in Ottaw:
and elsewhere,

York ,publishes an interesting article
on “The Cost of Crime in the United
States.” He shows that nearly one-
fourth of $130,000,000 raised by taxation
for the expenses of New York City is
spent in the repression and correction
of crime. For the United States at
large the total cost is figured to reach
the amazing figure of $1,076,327,605. The
national government alone spends about
$140,000,000 a year for the prevention
or correction of crime. Such figures are
enough to convince the most indifferent
Christian that, aside from all other con-
siderations, for the sake of the dollars
and cents invglved every effort should
be made to enact and enforce such laws
as 10 reduce the cost of crime to a inin-
fmum, One of the most interesting fea-
tures of the article is the remarkable
conirast between the cost of religious
work and the cost of crime. The au-
thor presents this contrast in the follow-
ing paragraph: “The cost of religions
work in the United States is enormous,
The cost of foreign missions, compris
ing all denominations, s~ $7,000,000;
home missions expend the same sum.,
We spend for education, $200,000,000;
for church expenses and ministers’ sal-
aries, $150,000,000. Hospitals and dis
pensarins for the sick poor cost us $100,
000,000; for sanitariums of all kinds we
spend $60,000,000. City missions and
Tescue work of all kinds demand and
Teceive  $3,000,000; humanitariay work
of every kind, $12,000,000. Our Young
Men's and Young Women's Christian
Associations cost $5,000,000; while -all
other moral and social work in the
United States wequires an expenditure
21 ‘5.0?0.0@. The total expenditure for
ian and  religi work s,
then, $540,000,000. As against this, the
total cost of cnime in the United States
for the year reached the ineredible to-
tal of $1,076,327,605.99. That is 1o say,
we spend more than five hundred mil-
lion doMHars a year more on crime than
we do on all spiritual, ecclesiastical,
physical, humanitarian, educational
and healing agencies put together!”
are startling figures, which we
have no doubt, wil] apply proportionate-
ly to Canada and Canadian cities and
strongly emphasize the importance of
enacting and enforcing laws to reduce
the cost of crime, But more; these
figures should impress our people with
the imyp of giving stronger sup-
to Christi and h i

port
work,




