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f8 A FACE ILLUMINED.

have been modelled from Cupid's bow
; her chin did

not form a perfect oval after the cold and severe
Grecian type, but was slightly firm and prominent,
receding with decided yet exquisite curves to the
white full throat. Her cheeks had a transparent fair-
ness, in which the color came and went instead of
lingering in any conventional place and manner; her
hair was too light to be called brown and too dark to
be golden, but was shaded like that on which the sun-
light falls in one of Bougereau's pictures of " Mother
and Child

;
" and it rippled away from a broad low

brow in natural waves, half hiding the small, shell-like
ears.

Van Berg at firs, thought her eyes to be her finest
feature, but he soon regarded them as the worst, and
for the same reason, as he speedily discovered, that
the face, each feature of which seemed perfect, became,
after brief study, so unsatisfactory as to cause positive
annoyance. To a passing glance they were large,
dark, beautiful eyes, but they lost steadily under
thoughtful scrutiny. A flashing gem may seem real
at first, but as its meretricious rays are analyzed, they
lose their charm because revealing a stone not only
worthless but worse than worthless, since it mocks us
with a false resemblance, thus raising hopes only to
disappoint them. The other features remained beau-
tiful and satisfactory to Van Berg's furtive observation
because further removed from the informing mind,
and therefore more justly capable of admiration upon
their own merits

; but the eyes are too near akin to
the animating spirit not to suffer from the relationship


