
PUEFACE.

Tiiis book wns published originally by tlio Author
III \H(i7, the .S('c(»iid Kditi<tn nppeared in 1,S78, mid
the Third Kdition in lH'J-,>. The two editions which
have innnedintely prooeded the prtsent. and which
I prepared, appeared in 100-2 and 10(1(5, nnd the
present editi«»n has been pre|)ared upon the same
lines.

The provisions of the Marine Insurance Act, 19(18,

have been incorjiorated. I have omitted the judicial

explanation of f.ho/o' v. arA-y (1700), :i T. 1{. (i,").{,

which appeared in former editions. For some time
past 1 had conjectured that the true e-xplaiuition of
''u: rase was that in 17!»0 the opinion prevailed that

nd accej)tance must be contemporaneous to

« ute a valid contract in Knglish law. Conjecture
.low been chniiged to certainty from a chance

perusal of Kenuedif v. Lvc (1»17), 3 Mcr. 441, in

which case Lord Eldon, in dealinjr with contracts
by correspondence, says :

'• I have always understood
the law uf the Court to be, with reference to this

sort of contract, that if a person communicates his

acceptance of an offer within a reasonable time after
the offer being made, and if within a reasonable time
of the acceptance being communicated, no variation

> .


