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•BM^ or biMini«l. Th* ttmn, nnooth or with 011101 osttered prioklw, riaw

S* ^ °*^V^ °t *'^'* ^ "^ '***> '"^ ^>**" * ^*rz; open paniolo of flowon or

"^i»- T°* °®^«" ••'• »»•" •"<* yellow, and Mkoh plant boars, on an aror-
688 head!, 13 flower sooda to o*ch head, and 8.S66 eeeds to eaoh plant.
leaves, which are oblong and without atook, are priokly along the wavjr

margin* and along the midrib on the back.
The plant begins to bloom early in July, and produces a few bloMoma

•ach morning thereafter until killed by the frost.
In the fruiting stage the tufts of a doaen seeds which grow in one head

•pread out so aa to form a white ball of down, like that of the dandelion, which
onablee it to be rapidly spread by the wind.

The seed appears as an impurity in dorer^ millet and heavier grass seed,
and the plant is, doubtless, most fre<]uenily introduced by this means.

It is also a host for a fungus which attacks the cultivated lettuce, which
ooours on the leaves, forming dead-looking brown 8i>ots which spread until
the whole leaf becomes dead and brown.

The remedy is to repeatedly cut the plants when they are af a good height
and first begin blossoming. One cutting at this time will destroy the plants
growing, but the plants succeeding these must also be remembered.

Under no circumstances should the mature seed-bearing plants be plowed
ander, as that would only fill the soil with seeds buried at different depths to
bo brought under conditions favorable to germination at intervals of several
years.

McLLBN OB Velvet Dock (Verbaseum thapius). This well known weed is
a biennial growing from three to six feet high and is very common in waste
places, road sides and gravelly and sandy pastures. It has a long, deep tap
root from which springs a tall den sly woolly stem, bearing woolly leaves and
terminating in a dense cluster of bright yellow flowers. This weed flowers
from July to August and seeds from August to November. An average plant
produces about 6,000 seeds which are frequently distributed as an unpnrity
in grass and clover seed. It is easily destroyed if cut below the crown with
a spud in the fall or better still in early spring when the young rosettes may
be more easily destroyed.

Breaking up the sod and growing hoed crops will readily dispose of it.

'Blub Weed, Bisbop's Ccbsb, Blcb Detsc, Blue Thistle (EcMum vul-
gare). A biennial weed commonly known as Bishop's Curse in the County of
Glengarry, where, according to legend, it is supposed to have been first in-
troduced into America. The story goes that early in the history of the
settlement the Bishop of Glengarry went over to Rome to visit the Pope. There
he saw this flower m the gardens, and brought it home. It escaped from
cultivation, and degenerated into a weed.

Whether this story is true or not, the fact remains that its ravages are
greater in Glengarry than in almost any place it has been introduced.

During the first year the portion above the ground is a rosette of leaves,
•nd from the centre of this, the next year, bristly, hairy and erect stems arise,

one to two and one-half feet high. The flowers are arranged in a spike, and
are asure blue in color. It seeds in the fall, and the seeds are dispersed
chiefly in winter, when they are blown over the snow. An average plant
produces about 3,500 seeds.

In arable land this weed seldom gives any trouble, as it cannot stand
eultivation, but in rough, permanent pastures it becomes a serious pest. A
permanent pasture once infested can only be cleaned by breaking up the land,
and, as this would be practically impossible in some of our limestone ridges
where this plant seems to be well adapted to growing, its spreading should
be prevented by spudf^ing whenever it makes its appearance in a new place.

* Spedfled in Seed Control Act. •


