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lIl.irTKK I

CO.NFKDKHATKD SIAIi;.

Kipht huntlrr<| yr.ns IhMou' the coioiii/a-
tiun oi fanatl.i and iiir iiiuic ih.in a iiii-

lury and a hall aitrr that cvint, thul
systt'lii (II law kiiowii as iL'Udal, was the
imi' (loiiiiiaiil system of Coiitinintal Kii-

rope. It Was liut the risult oi the un-
(lissdlvrd sovi'icigiity ali<l tustoiii of I'iiih

little arii.y of warrin'--princ('s th.it in-

vailod thi' Hoiiiari Knipiri' from the sci'-

iiiid crnturj lo the seventh and incor-
porated portions of the general law cm

Uonie after the manner in whuh they re-

co»jnizeil the sn/erainty of the HoinaiiKm-
peror. This undissolved sovereigntv oi

the HurKUndiaim, of the (ioths, ol' the
Salie Kreneh. of the Kipiiaiian Ki.uiKs,
of the Norinands, o( the Hietons, with
thnr various rustoins mad* of each a
separate state in the empire, each sover-
eign and iniiependimt within itself,

under its king, or count. The Roman em-
peror gave place to the king of the

!• ranks III the person of Clurlciuanne m
the year MIO, who, wiihcuii ilisturhinu the
autonomy of the various .lis of Ku-
mpr. of whieh th.M> are Imi ,, i,« cans
ed them to reeotni/e him as their suzei-
.iiii and feudal superior
Thus from the tieginnini; of the feudal

system Its spirit, its vital element, im
seen to lie the piesrrvalioii of the na-
tional individualities which coiir 'se
sovereign state, so that the state,
.stead of heiiig a homogeneous unitv
lid ami unwieldly, l.ecanie a constellation
U'Uided by on,, piineiple-linaltv to the
chief.

No nicaler disuraec could liefall a
sal oi the crown than a failure to
lorm his obligations ni iValty \n
other vassals, chiefs ..f states m th|.
i.deracy, were bound to assist the »..,-
ereign to dispo.ssess the one who might
he so ihshonorable to his trust-to the
.spirit ol the feud

fJi."^! ""h"""' .''""''• a sovereign who
failiMl in his mandium. or obligations to-wards his vas.sals received not only their
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