
TWO EXPERIMENTS WITH THE X-RAVg

tory broke upon tlic cousl lino ul

thcM' two C'jtitinfnts at exactly tlu'

.laiTie tnonicnt. The cctHlitions for n

conip.irison are porfoc! If you ilrsiro

to know wh:it Uom.in Cifholifi-ni is

—1:0 into a lioniaii t'athnlii- country.

If you desire to knovv what Proti-itan-

tisrii !<—(70 into n country liotiiina'iil

by the .-ipirit of Luther. Herein i-i th.-

tp.st of an actual .'xpe-ienee. 'liy thfir

fruit.s ye shall know ,ier, .' .\llow .1

jrenerou^ niar;;in for elirnnfe. drift of

popul.ifion and the .^'range e-centri-

cities of circuni.^taiu'es and .^til! you
have ;i eontr.irst so reni.irkable, that

you iniiiieijiatf ly find ii; it. a .stronf:

ronfirni.if ion of the historical result*

of 'o'lr hundred years. Protes'antism
me.iii:^ progress. Roninn Cntholicisrn

means iunoranee, super.stiti 11 and
poverty

"

National Prosperity.

First let us examine the t-nnmi'iii

arRunient against C'atholicisin f)n tlie

ffro'-nd of national progress :ind i)ros-

perity.

It were unwise, of eourse, in this

materialistic .ige to mention th" fact

that Christ never made wealth or ma-
terial trreatness a mark of His Church.
T*^ eve ' a superfici."! student of Holy
Scripture it is evident that exa -tiy the

contrary is the OMse. Christ sail: The
poor you will always have with you
and the poor always Imve been witli

the Catholic Cliurch. Hut the ma-
terial proeress and prosperity of a

n..t'on depends not upon the religion

of flint nation hut to a large extent

upon a multitude of eonsi<leration.<(

that have absolutely nothing to do
with relierion. upon the country's na-

tural resources, the intelligence, en-

ergy and general endowment of the

people, geograpt)ieal position, and
as Dr. Gordon ' '"Ti.self admits, upon
climntie conditioi.s, drift of popul.i-

tion 'ind the strange ecc°ntricitios of

circumstances. .And a ide margin
indeed m.iy he allowed for these

strange eecentrieitiea of circumstances.

If we look back through history we
find that every nation has had its

rise and its f'lll.

Ki^ypt. \--yri:i, (ireic and Koni>'

wiTe ot mighty nations, but tliey

have Iiinir sinro gone down to their

ruin. Will Tin lin, (i.-rniany and the

I'liifed Stale.- i)i> exii'pfjons to the
ru'e th.ir nevi r yet li.id an I'xeeption?

r.if us hope III y wi!! Who wotild
-ay that the Heh' -vs reu.jed

to be Ood's chosen pcopl, . when i

tlio days of their tiiisfortune they ; uf-

fcred ill Kk'>pti.in b.ind.igc or IViby-

Ionian captivity?

Who would say that the early Chris-
tians who worshipped in the dirl: re-

ees.iis >f the Honi.in Ci.tacomhs, | ro-

fesse<i a false reliirion beeause at the

time they were I'.it blest with ma-
terial prosperity.

.\irain Spain was at the lieitjht of

her powi r at the b(-ginnintr of th" 10th

century when slie wa.s a tru Cnthol'c
nntion an<l today when her govern-
ment is ai;ti-Catholic, as regards na-

tional prosperity, she is (leci<lrdly on
the <Iecline. History is there to at-

test tliaf F.ngland of toilay cannot bear
comparison with Knirland before the

Reformation, nor with a truly Catholic
lind at tlie present ^lay such s Hel-

sriuni. But this is no argument ilher

in favor of C;ithr)lieism or against

Protestantism. .\s a matter of fact,

there is no jxissihility at the preser.t

fitne of liiidiiiir a re;illy Catholic na-

tion to coiiij)Mn' with a real'y Protes-

tant nation.

Our opponents' method is to place

Spain, Fi.inee, lt;ily, Porti.g."l and
South .America along-ide Britain.

Germany and North .America, !> calm-
1" label th-> former Catliolic and the

latter Prote 'ant countries, to gloat

over the comparison and therefrom to

conclude to the ign >rancc, poverty

and general inferiority of nations un-
der Catholic, ty.

j?ut the oonclusion i~ not logical,

tirenuse the premises are false.

You cannot call France, or Spain,
o^ Italy, or Portucri!, or South .Amer-
ica Catholic nations in the sense in

.'.Inch they oneo were Catholic ai;d in

the sense that is required for institu-

tinir a ju«t comparis'jii botwei'u the

Catholic and Protestant religions in
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