PTNAL ADDRESS BY DEFENDING OFF ICER
Mr. President and Members
mitigation of the punishment of
Private Rarl Willism Blakeley, I wr

-

rhe following 1ist of extenuating circumstances into econsider-
«tion in arriving at punishment for the accused,
We have all at one time or anotner naaq re ounted to
hard luek stories of one kind or another. I think this
ne 18 unparalleled, During the war the sugsed spent approXe
imately two years in service with the RCAF during which time
he was overseat as an LAC driver. He had an exemplary
eharacter and no erimes during that period. When he returned
from overseas the accused vdunteered for service in the Far Bast
and was stationed down near Kingston. He secured his 30 days'
1eave on returning to Canada from overseas and went back to
his home town of Almonte, Ontario., It is approximately 30
miles from Ottawa, There he met up with his ax~-girl friend or
his girl friend of his younger days and in that period he was
married.

Now I would like to point out at that time the accused
was only 19 years of age. He had been away from home overseas
for two years.,

He returned after his 30 days' lsave to continue his

aining and during that period of time down there he was told
by members of his own unit that in his absence his wife was
running around. Now he discounted these stories and didn't

ion. Subsequent t¢




