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Due to conditions drousht about dy tue present war, shipping
activity at certain ports in Cansda and NHewfoundlend has developed to such
an exteat that the rire fiZhAting appliances at these points are considered
t0 be defiaitely inadequate, The responaibility for the provision of sush
facilitios 13 sha-ed anong many authorities, but the Naval Jervice is the
authority perhaps mainly concsrned, and it 1s felt thut it is the duty of this
Departrent to make representations to the Uovernment in order that tals mate
ter nay be considered, In any ease, once & fire has begun it constitutes a
general threat, ani guestions of jurisdictioa Lecome irrelevant,

Three of the ports concerned - namely iHalifrs , H, 9,, 51, Joun's,
ifld,, and Sydnay, li, 3, = are coavoy sssembly polnts and «a such have
been built cp to provide the fasilities nece:sary for the operation and
maintesance of both Kaval and derchant shipa. Vther ports such as leguimalt,
B, Cs, and Shelburne, i, 3, are used ;risarily for the repair, refitting
and maintenance of Baval vessels,

The fire hazard to the shore facilities at thease poris and to
liaval vessels, as well as t0 Herchant s:ips and theldr curgoes, has received
serisus consideration by the reaponsible offiee:rs of the Kaval Jervice, It
18 the urgeat recommendation of the Eaval Staff, after haviang received the
strongest reprosentsticns fron these officers, that the preseat ;rotection
azaiast fire at these ports should be supplemsnted by the provision of s
spetially deaizned steel tugs constructed and cquipped as fire bomts. An
sarlier recosmendation was 5ot made decauss until recentiy the coungestion
in the saipbuilding yards was such that the econstructicn of these vessels
could hardly have been undertaken, and because a nunber of studies were
neoessary to ascertaln the nost efficlient snd economiecal type of fire bLout,

It hus been discovered by experience, particularly is the case

of the disastrous fire on the wharf at Sydney, 5N, 3., as well aas in the
cuse of two lesser fires on the wiurf at Jhelburne, li, 9,, that 1t is only
possible to fight a wharf fire efficlently from the sea, ani that land
facilities cannot fully protect the Naval sharves and the ships moored aloag-
side, The cost of rebuilding the wharf at Sydaey, ¥, 3,, was about 570,000
plus 320,000 for repairs to ahips damased by the fire, ail of wiich could
have been mininized had efficient fire boats boen available, It is noted

. that the recent fire at the Imyerisl Oil installation at 3t, John's, Hfld.,
aight well have developed into a holosaust had wind conditions been differeat,
and might have disruptel the itlantic Couvoy aystem,

In sddition %0 the waraiips «nd cargo silj;s at the convoy assexmbly
ports, numerous valuable war shipys are aluo moored alongside for refita,
storing, etc., at sll Maval repalr bases, These shlpa coust many mililons

' of dollars and, even apart from thelr money value, could aot be replaced in
ime to be of use in the war effurt should they be destroyed by fire.

fresondous sums of money are also invested in easential facilitics

and equiyment alons the water-front at all tie Naval bases, sueh a3 whurves,
cranes, rectifier houses, boller houses, stean and electricul lines, sachine
shops, fuel oil tackage aud plpe line fuciliitlies, ete.,
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