from The Lost Works of Rene
Descartes, editedbyDarren
Alexander

PRINCIPLE |
That the Flintstones could not
have existed.

Having now ascertained
through our anthropolog-
ical studies the rele-
vant history of mankind
and the coexisting spe-
cies of animals, their
would appear tobe little
doubt that a ‘‘cave-
man’s’’ existence such
as that depicted of the
Flintstones and fellow
co-inhabiters of Bedrock
is one of fantasy and
misrepresentation.

The major premise for
such an argument is two-
fold: the first being
founded on such findings
of archaeologists which
have declared a gap of
millions of years be-
tween the age of dino-
saurs and that of man.

And the second, also
based on archaeological
finds, being the sub-
stantiation that the
tools and appliances of
cave-dwellers were 1i-
mited to very crude amen-
ities and weapons, a far
cry from the advanced
applications of Bedrock
such as the garburator
and traffic-lights.

PRINCIPLE 11

Even should the Flintstones
have existed, there exists
many inconsistencies and
paradoxes.

Even if the scientists
are wrong, and it is pos-
sible that a family such
as the Flintstones may
have existed in such a
prehistoric society as
Bedrock, there remain
many loop-holes and im-
probabilities to be an-
swered.

For instance, there are
grave inconsistencies in
many of the characters
with which Fred is in-
volved. His boss at the
gravel-pit, Mr. Slate,
for instance, changes in
shape and form from a
short stout fellow to a
taller, more refined
man. Likewise, Joe Rock-
head, one of Fred’s clos-
est chums, is seen to
change in appearance se-
veral times, almost from
episode to episode.

Voices too are affec-
ted. Fred’s closest
friend and neighbour,
Barney Rubble, experien-
ces a drastic change in
both the tone and charac-
ter of his voice, from a
deep dopey resonance to a
higher snivelling atti-
tude. And in the case of
Dino, the Flintstone’s
loveable pet dinosaur,
the power of speech is at
once lost altogether.

And these incongrui-
ties do not rest in the
characters alone: as
merely one example of
many, we find that Fred
must sometimes pick up
his vehicle and run with
it inorder togainmomen-
tum, while at other times
itappearsself-propelled.

PRINCIPLE 111

Okay, let's assume the Flint-
stones et al. are for real, as
real as you or I. So what does
it mean?

It means we have re-
gressed. It means we
could be saving electri-
city by using monkeys as
pin-setters and small
animals as garburators.
It suggests that the fez
has evolved from the
waterbuffalo hat. It
means that youreally can
raisetheroof if youyell
loud enough.
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descartes on the flintstones

PRINCIPLE IV. Of Betty'’s

henpecking and its ef-

fects on the machismo of

Barney.

V. Why don’t the rear
wheels ever fall off
the cars?

VI. That we may suppose
that Fred and Wilma
‘‘coupled’’ inorder to
conceive Pebbles.

VII. That cleaning up
after Dino would have
been a great chore.

VIII. HowFredatecornin
a typewriter fashion.

IX. That thebowlingballs
werenot smoothandper-
fectly round.

X. That the hypotheses of
Ptolemy has absolutely
nothing to do with the
Flintstones.

XI. That perhaps none of
this isuseful hypothe-
sis.

XII. That I am assuming
that there lies great
depths and insights to
the world of Bedrock.

RESTAURANT

Forjustafew hours of your time
aday, we can offer you competi-
tive wages, flexible hours, meal
discounts and benefits. It’s all
waiting for you!

Share in our success with one of
the following positions:

Full and Part-time
day staff

» Servers
» Bussers
» Bartenders
» Line Cooks

Please apply in person anytime
at:

The Olive Garden
3725 Keele Street
Downsview
633 0137

PREPARE FOR:

LSAT GMAT
MCAT SAT
GRE DAT

SPEEDREADING

ADVANCED
MEDICAL
BOARDS

KAPLAN

NLEY H. KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER
OF CANADALTD.

STA

(416) 967-4733

20 EXCALIBUR




