
We did receive a correct answer to the Christmas question, but unfortunately it came via e-mail. Normally this 
is just fine for entries or any general correspondence with The Gazette (our e-mail address is gazette@ac.dal.ca), 
but over the Christmas break we accidentally lost all our e-mail (doh!). We apologize to whoever sent the 
correct answer in, and we hope they continue to send in answers to the puzzles.

Question:
You’re down at the Grawood one night with three of your closest friends, and you begin to suspect that the 
bartenders are cheating you on the draft beer by pouring it with more head on it. You quickly whip out your 
portable digital scale, (that you got for $ 10.00 at Ron’s Army Navy because it only gives imperial weights) and 
carefully weigh the draft against a regular beer. You discover that regular beer weighs in at exactly 10 ounces, 
and draught is coming it at a paltry 9 ounces. The crooks! You confront the bartender and to get you to keep 
your mouth shut, the manager gives you 7 trays of 24 beers each! While the bartender dishes out the trays, you 
notice 3 of the trays are all draught beer while the remaining 4 are all completely regular beer. Unfortunately 
by the time you reach your table with all this beer you’ve lost track of which trays contain which beer, but being 
benevolent you want to give at least I tray away to each of your 3 friends. Of course not being stupid, you’d 
like to give them the lighter draught beer trays. Checking your scale, you see you only have enough juice left 
in the batteries for one more weighing (must’ve got the batteries at Ron’s too). With this single remaining 
weighing how can you determine which trays contain the draught beer in order that you can correctly shaft your 

friends?

Please send your answers to this week’s Pointless Ponderables c/o The Gazette, and if you’re the first 
correct answer we’ll print your name in the next issue. This time we’ll try not to lose your name too, so 
don’t hesitate to write. E-mail or paper entries are fine, but they must be in by Monday at 4:00 pm, and 
must include your full name.

The trouble with progress
Every time we go to a supermarketThere arc times when I have to quicker, or a product becomes ‘new 

ask myself if we are too smart for our and improved’, the lazier we humans there is something Now better than 
own good. Do people always have to become. This computer consultant ever! available to us. Well exactly 
design, create, and market faster and told me that while working with vari- how much better is it? How much

better do we need it to be? Weren’tbetter technologies, ideas or labour- ous forms of software, he has come
for the across some rather lazy programming, the pictures of the white socks cleanedsaving devices? The reason

above question all harkens hack to Instead of making a small subroutine with regular Tide the same as the 
some rotten apples. to do various jobs, large subroutines pictures of white socks cleaned in

I was attending a Christmas Eve arc being written to do individual Ultra Tide? How many new ways do
we need to burn off calories? Howparty that has become an annual tra- and specific jobs. This means that 

dition in my family. While there, 1 while software is becoming more and soon will we see the new Super Thigh 

was offered some very warm, very more detailed, programmers are tak- 
tasty apple cider and after quaffing ing advantage of the faster comput- possibly on a tape of a show that was 

three bowls, I became in- ers and making their programs larger recorded with our thought-activated
convoluted. In the late VCR?

Master 2000 as seen on TV, or seen

two or
volved in a conversation with a neigh- and more 
hour who works in the computer in-
dustry as a consultant. The discus- 77l£ Speed of (X COTTI- 

sion dealt with the ever increasing . j j
speed of computer hardware. In his ptiteT SITTCe ti\e eCLTly

job, he deals with various types of mn I mCTPH^pA Ht
computers and a plethora of soft- OUS TlLiS niLTCClSCCl ill

,,are. He told me that the advance- JgOSt 1 00 tOTieS 
ments in computers over the last tew _ 
years are
made in the previous 15-20 years, processing power was 
The speed of a personal computer today only 10 per cent is used, don’t need to be improved, like hot 
since the early ’80s has increased at This means that even though a com- apple cider for one, because it will 
least 100 times. He concluded by purer now is a much faster machine, just make us more lazy and unimagi- 
saying that he sometimes has to won- it is not being used to anything close native (technology that is, not hot 
der how fast and powerful computers to its full capacity. In order to combat apple cider) or it will put us on a 
will be by the turn of the century. these larger programs, faster comput- never-ending loop of attempting to 

All this finally brings me to this ers are built, which encourage larger improve on an already suitable tech- 
point: as an appliance works faster, a programs, which encourage faster nology. 
computer processes information computers, and soon...

Some might argue that a faster 
computer or speedier blender or 
easier-to-program VCR allows us to 
have more leisure time. More leisure
time to do what? Write larger pro­
grams, make more chocolate 
milkshakes and watch more movies
on our VCR? Whoopee! I for one 

much greater than those 1960s, 90 per cent of computer would like technology to slow down
used whereas a bit. There are some things that

Colin MacDonald

POIfTTLESS POflDERyiBLES
Answer:
Once the wrapping papers have been cleaned up (and don’t think the maids-a-milkin’ enjoyed being wrapped 
either) and the gifts returned, the number of days that have elapsed is 364. Therefore since you started on Boxing 
Day, you will finish up Christmas Eve the following year. Let’s hope you don’t get those same gifts all over again.

P.S. Factoring the postage and shipping costs, plus the cost of feeding all these ‘gifts’ for a year or so, it will 
probably turn out that you spent more then the gifts are worth. Of course can you ever really put a price on 
nine pipers piping?

THEY'RE BAACK
Jan, 14th
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GRAWOOD '94
BETTER THAN EVER

Malaysian Indonesian Singaporean 
Students’ Association
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V1994
Every year, all our members would gather 
together and organize an event known as 

MISSA Cultural Night. On the evening 
itself, we provide various kinds of 

traditional food and entertainment. In doing 
so, we hope that you will come to know 

more about our association, and hopefully 
gain some insight into our cultures.

Tickets are available now at SUB 
Dalhousie University... You might win 2 

tickets to Montreal 
and many more 

prizes!!?Before January 29: 
*Aduits $15 
Kids under 12 $8

*on the 29: 
Adults $17 Ticket Sales: Kim 496-0678

e^TRAVELCUISDE Personal Computer 
Purchase Centre 

Basement of Howe Hall 
Dalhousie University 

494-2626
an Dalhousie SUB 

494-2054
PCPC

AirAtkmtic District Sales Office 
Suite 803, 1888 Brunswick St. 

Halifax, N.S. B3j 3J8iUftt* rfhriviw, <

THE RATIONAL THEATRE1CJML OF CAM
Y:#Ac ting Directing Playwriting

Call or write: National Theatre Sthool of Canada 5030 Saint-j)en*s St., ‘^Montréal

A U DU W" ' "
* M

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: FEBRUARY 15 TEL.: ( 5 1 4 ) 8 4 2-7 9 5 4 FAX : (514) 842-5661

January 29,1994
Mclnnes Room, SUB Dalhousie University

The Pride of the Orient
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