
POWICY “ FORfAlNG- 
MW.\ CcM/^tTEE

by Arif Nizami

The link between political cor- \ 
rectness and a new policy on dis- b[ 
criminatory harassment has stirred ti 
up a lot of controversy lately. The 1 
Committee to Develop a Policy on Jj 
Racism and Sexism at Dal have been 
met with criticism that their project 
evokes visions of thought police and 
censorship of expression.

The concept of political correct­
ness is an over-simplified expression 
of what is at issue. The definition 
offered in the proposal includes: in­
timidation, either physical or psy­
chological; personal slander on the 
basis of sex, colour, race, disability, 
age, socio-economic standing, reli­
gion, marital status or origin; and 
expression including written, speech, 
pictorial or symbolic that could rea­
sonably be interpreted as derogatory 
that does not have a bona fide artistic 
or educational function.

For the most part, this definition to be whomever they wish to be, so issue-specific and will vary as neces-
excludes classroom activity but as- long as they do not hinder others sary. One of the most pressing ques-
signs the task of deciding when the from equally expressing their rights tions is who has the right to define
line between acceptable and unac- as well. what is sexist, racist or homophobic
ceptable has been crossed. If the policy The Policy Development Com- and that answer will have to come
is passed, the Committee on Deroga- mittee maintains that the policy is from the committee intrusted to do 
tory Harassment would consist of 12 not one of rigid enforcement but will so.
members, each representing a differ- be issue-specific because there 
ent campus interest group, and one many university settings where “of- third draft of a policy on discrimina-
administrator, chosen by the Presi- fensive” words and images are ac- tory harassment to be presented and
dent. There is also a provision to add ceptable but others where they are possibly passed before the end of the
members to the Committee to insure not. The punishments will also be year,
fair representation if the need should 
arise.
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The committee is working on theare

The policy aims to preserve cour­
tesy and respect tor all members of 
the university community and the 
freedom to express views in a respon­
sible manner while respecting the 
rights of others thus creating an envi­
ronment which is free from discrimi­
nation and harassment.

Its purpose is not to impose limita­
tions on intellectual debate or free 
thought but to create a standard of 
conduct acceptable to everyone. Eric 
McKee, Chair of the Policy Devel­
oping Committee, relates how a ban­
ner flown at another university read 
“No means hit her again.” This, ac­
cording to McKee, is a clear example 
of negative connotation that is unac­
ceptable and deserving of action.

In a recent forum on political cor­
rectness, Dr. Robert Martin argued 
that such a policy is simply making a 
“fuss" because on the whole, “univer­
sity is the least homophobic, sexist 
and racist environment a student - 
will ever encounter. “He went 
on to argue this approach is not going 
to alter the cause of these problems 
since it deals with the symptoms only 
in its punishing the few offenders.

It has also been argued that this is 
an insensitive approach and could be 
harmful because the implementation 
of the policy does not trust people to 
form their own views. The Policy 
Development Committee said this is 
not the case because the policy wants 
to insure that all views are able to be 
voiced freely and made so as not to 
offend. People will retain their rights
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Confusion in terms?

GRADUATES
Portrait Photography 

by Calnen

WE WILL MATCH THE COMPETITION 
IN PRICE

TOTAL PROFESSIONALISM

QUALITY AND SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED

STUDIO, GALLERY AND DISPLAY CASE 
BIRMINGHAM ST. (offspring Garden)

BURGESS TRAVEL*
AIR FARES

from 468 
from 489 
from 599 
from 549 
from 899

The above fares are subject to availability and advance purchase 
rules.The fares vary according to departure date and are in effect 
Jan.25/93. Fares are subject to change without notice.

TORONTO from 198 LONDON 
BOSTON from 236 AMSTERDAM 
NEW YORK from 299 PARIS
CALIFORNIA from 685 GERMANY 
FLORIDA from 375 ROME

EXPERIENCE EUROPE
the CONTIKI WAY

9 days from 715 ppdbl. Includes accom­
modations, motor coach transportation 

sight seeing and some meals.
Ask for your free brochure.

»

Halifax 425-6110
1505 Barrington St. Maritime Centre

New Toll Free In N.S. 1-800-421-1345
Liverpool 354-5400 Bridgetown 665-4812
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It’s the COD CAN’T HEAR 
Album Release Weekend!

Thurs : Blackpool, Gluetones, Blue Grass 
Lawnmower, & Too Many Daves

Fti: Adrenalin, Deep Woods,
$4

$4
Sat• BubaiskuD, jale, Cool Blue Hak), 

§4: & Leonard Conan

prir- East Coast Music 
CKDUyryFM Awards’Showcases

Next Week

Drugs and international travel: 
a dangerous mix.

n many countries, drugs are easy to find, but you can bet 
that using or transporting them is illegal. Penalties can be 

severe: hard labour, a life sentence or even the death 
penalty. Being a Canadian won t get you special trament.

I

Partner in

)))11 Canada's 
drug 
strateav

ICanada

l+l Affaires extérieures et 
Commerce extérieur Canada

External Affairs and 
International Trade Canada

DRUGS:
i n one mnv trip

OPEN SATURDAY 9-5

^ DOUBLE
S DEUCE X

ROAD HOUSE
15G0 f loi lis Street around the 
corner from Maritime Centre
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