CFS bombs out
with federal politicos

OTTAWA (CUP)—After a
summer spent seeking out the three
political parties’ stance on post-
secondary education, Canada’s
national student lobby group failed
to muster up politicians’ concern
for student issues.
The Canadian
Students asked each party leader to
participate in a national debate on
the issue of university and college
funding and respond to a ques-
tionnaire on student areas of con-
cern. But the federation’s attempts
vielded few constructive results.
CFS chair Beth Olley says only
NDP Leader Ed Broadbent agreed
to a debate. Prime Minister John
Turner declined the request and

Federation of

Progressive Conservative Leader
Brian Mulroney said he did not
have the time.

Though the NDP and the Tories
responded to the questionnaire
Olley savs the student organization
held off mailing the answers to its
members until_it received the Lib-
erals’ response. It never came.

Olley said the Liberals’ failure to
notify the federation that the party
would not respond meant CFS' 66
members —about 450,000 stud-
ents—were not fully informed
about the parties’ education
commitments.

Olley, however, says the federa-
tion did pass on the questionairre
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to local student unions for use in
their ridings. Student unions in
every province tried to raise the
issues of education underfunding,
youth unemployment, student aid
and decreased accessibility with
local candidates, she added.

CFS also alerted the chief elec-
toral officer about the problems
facing students who wanted to vote
but were moving out of their home
ridings. :

Hundreds of students returning
to school did not know where they
could vote or were too busy on
Sept. 4 with registration and classes
to cast their ballots, Olley says,
even though CFS and the returning
officer encouraged them to vote
early,

“We know the chief electoral
officer was far more concerned
about getting students to vote after
we talked to him,” she says.

Although some issues troubling
students such as youth unemploy-
ment were already prominent in the
election campaign, Olley says her
interviews with local and national
media as well as research papers

and pamphlets sent to CFS
members helped them become
more of a priority.

“We did a little bit of kicking

such as CFS must ensure the fed-
eral government does not renege on
its election promises. Two of these
include a commitment to maintain

along the way.”

Olley says now that the Tories
have swept into power with a
majority of 211 seats, lobby groups

education funding levels and a
proposal to provide potential
employers with incentives to hire
young people.
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Students!

Looking for a chance to put your learning to good use? |

Why not join a vibrant, exciting, progressive, non-profit community agency? We've been in
the community for 12 years. Thousands have been involved, and we're just getting started!

VEITH HOUSE

can offer you almost unlimited volunteer or field placement opportunities. To help a
student make it through the school system, join our Outreach Tutoring programme. For
marketing experience, participate in developing a cottage industry. To practice your public

relations skills, help us increase our profile.

We invite you to parlicipate in our seniors programmes, parent child resource centie,
youth work, food bank, newsletter—the possibilities are endless. YOUR CREATIVITY IS

NEEDED.

Do you need extra income? For a nominal fee, Veith House is now offering a “Babysitter's
Training Course” and referral service where you can get help in finding babysitting jobs.

Contact us now:

VEITH HOUSE
3115 Veith Street ! i
Halifax
453-4320 !
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