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Something in the Wind
breath. Of fresh'air

til Feb.9

meIew by &S.ute LUmdigmaM -Gilbet
bochaid

"Som-ething in the Wind": makes sympa-
thetlc drama out of environmental issues.

Raymond Storey creates the Mclsaac
family: mother jean, ber husband Garnet,
and their two children Donny and'Karen,
who live in theshadowandthestink of a sour
gas plant erected on- their property in the
early flfties. Theplay chronidles their struggle
tu keep their way of life in the face of this
mnterlope.

lnifially plagued by smial day to day irrita-
tions, the family then bas to corne to grips
wMthlong terrm health pobierns which they
believe to be the direct resuit of the proxi-
mity of the sour gas plant
.Tis plays srength, purity, and simplicity

make it a rewarding piece of draia
Storef's script is strong: structurally, he

efîféc"leY juxtaposes opposing points of
vlew thereby effecting irony and maximizing
contrast; further-Storey has itegrated alithe
elements of drama, as humour occurs as
freqsjently as pathos.

Tis fine script is complemented by fine
acting. Susan Sneath as Jean Mclsaac shines
a the concdliatory matriarch of the Mclsaac
danm A fine job given that ber chasacter ages

thîrty years d uring the play. Rober-t Winslow
as the Mclsaac son Donny is as bs-ash and
gangly as a kid off a ranch should be. Bonnie
Green as Nùs sister Karen is the perfect foul to
Winsl ow>s Donny. Sbe provides just the right
balance of sibling rivais-y and fratemnal love.
Bsadley C. Rudy creates an almost àrcbetypal
"Icompany mnan" slimiîng in and out 'of the
ranch like a twentieth- century Albertan
snake ohl salesman.

The play and production are very econo-
midcal. Storey pared doWrî his script to the
bone. For example, the physical absence of
Garnet Mclsaac wboexists only in the words
and memories of the other actors. The set is
equally stark: a bare stage and no props.
Creative flgbting and evocative music esta-
bish mnood.

Into a world numbed by the statistics
coniing out of eBopal, Storey bas brought a
genuine ranch famity living day to day in the
sbadow of a hydroÉen sulfide plant. Their
concerns are our concerns. They wos-ry about
a si&k child; tbey worry about the welfas-e of
cattie ingestfing sulphur-dusted feed; and
they worry about keeping boead on the
table. The-audience identifies readily witb
thein.

-k is sefrshing to see a play thàt takes
politics and envisonmental concerns and
presents -Ibiem froïn the littie guy's
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rem- as Karen. Susan Sneath as Jearean Robwt WknioW as1

Printshop, play really hot off the pres ses

revimwby Regina Se"m
This past weekend saw the premiere of

Daniel Libman's Closing Tme at the Kaasa.
Tbe story is set in a Montreal based co-op
psinting shop called "La Presse Chien Chaud".
The set design, by Waker Foster certainly
give the flavour of a M4ontreal environs. A
similar sbop could easily be found on St.
ILaurent or some other indigent part of
Montreal east.
Serge (Christian St. Pierre, a UofA B.F.A.
graduate of 1984) and Stan (Blair Haynes) are
two friends wbo decide to open a co-op
printing shop. Initially tbey are botb idealistic
and dream of running theis- operation free of
the bureaucracy which plagues the mega
corporations.

Three years into tbe venture, Serge is calm
and comical as denoted by his appearance.
Dressed in cordus-oy pants and a, green
sweater tomn at the elhow, bis bands are filtby
and it is apparent tbat be does the dirty work.
Stan, on the contras-y, is the picture of
refinement wotaring black dress pants, a crsip
white shirt, and a tie. Fie immiediately takes
over the responsibilities of the desk. Itfs cleas-
that over the years Stan bas assumed the soIe
of authority, he is the real businessman.

When Stan and Serge first began their bus-
iness tbey secruited an old man Willie (Len
Crowther> to serve as tbeir teaches-. Now,
masters themselves opes-atlng the company
at a deficit, Stan feels tbat tbey sbould retire
Willie. In Stan's eyes Willie bas become a
iability and doesn't earn his salas-y. Serge is

appalled with Stan's attitude and defends
Willie. Complications ensue wben Stan dis-
covers tbat Willie bas purchae4,$2OOO in
materials for personial use on the co npany
account.
Willie is supported by David (PMil Zyp) a
young apprentice at the sbop. Tbrough their
discussions we discover tbat Willie bas writ-
ten his autobiograpby and intends to use the
shop's press and paper to print it.

Against tbe background of tbis issue Serge
and Stan begin to bicker about, wbo does
wbat. ln tbis sequence Serge becomes boss
and Stan tbe employee. It becomnes apparent
that friendsbip and business do not mix well.

The casting for tbis perormance is splen-
did. St. Pierre is especially convincing in bis
role. Hie bas a timing that lends itself effec-
tively to comnedy. The script is so well crafted
that it made the actor's job ail the easser.

"dClosing Time" wbicb won Alberta Cul-
ture's Playwriting Competition last season is
weIl wortb viWing. Ituis produced by Work-
sbop West at the Xaasa and runs througb
February 2.
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