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Enlarging Our Choice.JUDGING from the reports of aviators' experi-
ences and also of the experiences of those who
consort with aviators, our choice of accidents

is being steadily enlarged. There was a time when
a man got into an accident only by getting in front
of a railway train or rocking a rowboat. At least
these, speaking generally, were the favourite
methods. Then the bicycle added to our oppor-
tunities. If we desired to be "accidented" in the
daily news-horror-sheet, we simply stepped off the
curb at some unusual stepping-off place and the
first bicyclist did the trick. When bicycle-scorching
went out of fashion, motor-scorching came in. It
was a more painful method of getting into the acci-
dent column and finding an entrance to the pay-roll
of the accident companies. When a motor-car bits
you, it strikes you real hard and is apt to hurt you
badly. Because of this there are few motor-acci-
dents except among those who go "joy-riding" and
the fools who speed on race-tracks.

Aviation, again, bas come in just as motor-
scorching is. growing unfashionable. In another
year or two it will be quite possible for any modest
citizen to have an accident with an air-machine at
a moderate cost. An acroplane good enough to fall
down and break your shoulder-blade can be had
from $1,200 to $2,000. If you cannot afford this
sum, then regular sittings among the amateur avia-
tors as they make their attempts will be equally
effective.

* * *

Animals and Their Sufferings.W OULD it be possible to enact that in cities
with 500,000 inhabitants or more, no one
should be allowed to keep pet animals? This

question is stimulated by a report in the New York
Herald of July 12th, telling that seventy-five horses
were killed the previous day in the Big City, and
that 8,000 dead dogs and cats were picked up in the
streets in eleven days. The number of rabbits,
canaries, parrots, and other pets are not mentioned.
Surely here is a situation which demands the atten-
tion of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals.

During the exceptionally hot weather of the past
three weeks, the suffering of the horses .employed
in all large cities has been tremendous. Even in
Toronto and Montreal, many horses have dropped
dead on the streets. This loss and suffering seems
unavoidable. Not so with cats and dogs. They are
not necessary. If their presence in crowded dis-
tricts was prohibited, the suffering would be
eliminated.

election bas got to be made. Mr. Borden says on
the stump, "We will fight to the finish." Sir Wil-
frid says, less dramatically, "If the Opposition de-
sires a battle, they must be accommodated." Now,
out of parliament, these assertions are quite per-
missable, but when they are made on the Floor of
the House in July it is different. Then begins the
real work for which members of parliament and
cabinet were created. That means a general elec-
tion, long evenings over voters' lists, a close in-
spection of bank accounts and much exhausting
conversation. No wonder that Ottawa, the place of
necessary decision, is unpopular just now.

New York State Backs Down.

P ROGRESS is sometimes over-done in reform
as well as in commerce. When this happens,
there is a reaction. Last year the New York

State Legislature, tinged with the socialism of the
period, enacted a law which was intended to in-
crease the revenue from inheritances. It was
another case of slaying the goose with the golden
egg habit. The tax-rate was put so high that people
with money toleave to heirs and collaterals fled the
State. Governor Dix estimated the treasury's
annual loss at two millions of dollars. Now the
State Senate, with only one dissenting vote, bas
passed a bill to reduce the rate. The Assembly is
expected to approve.

Will all the provincial legislatures in Canada
please take notice! Go after the rich man if you
think it right to do so, but don't drive him and his
heirs out of the country. Riches are useful. They
are dangerous only when improperly used. Inheri-
tances may reasonably be taxed, but they should
be taxed reasonably.

* * *

Perpetuating History and Heroes.O NE can scarcely understand' how slow Cana-
dians are to get past the portrait period. Our
public buildings are being filled to overflow-

ing with cheaply painted portraits of public men,
present and past, and the deeds which are more
important are not recorded. This is true of the
Parliament Buildings at Ottawa, of the Legislative
Buildings in Toronto, and elsewhere throughout
Canada. At the moment I cannot recall a single
historical cartoon in any federal or provincial public
building.

In the United States it is quite different. They
have passed through the portrait stage and have
come up higher under the leadership of Massachu-
setts. Almost every state building now bas its
mural paintings of the great events in its history.
For examole. the Court House in Tersev Cliv i,
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perance reform and general social improvement.

A third feature of their programme might be the
advocacy of a general law preventing the dumping
of sewage and refuse into all lakes and rivers which
pass close to towns of over two thousand popula-
tion. For example, the town of Smith's Falls sup-
plies its seven thousand citizens. with unfiltered
water from Rideau Lake, althougn this water is
contaminated by all sorts of sewage and decaying
matter. Such a law would be difficult to enforce,
but it would do much good.

What Will the Population Be ?

W ILL the census show more than eight million
Canadians? This is the question which will
be answered by Census Commissioner Blue

in a few days. So far as information has been
given out, it is evident that the figures are to be
larger than most of us anticîpated. The United
States authorities have been claiming that a large
number of Canadians are passing over the border,
and that our net gain by the population movement
north and south is not large. If this claim is
accurate, a population of seven and a half millions
is all that should be expected. If the claim is in-
accurate, and if the migration southward has really
stopped, then the eight million mark should be
reached. A favourable report from the census
office, continued favourable weather for crop-grow-
ing in the western provinces, and a little cooler
weather in Eastern Canada would enable us to en-
dure the burden of the impending general election.

* * *

The Rideau District.

P EOPLE in Ontario have overlooked the Rideau
Lakes region. Here is one of the finest
stretches of land-and-water scenery in On-

tario, close to the larger centres of population, and
yet less famous or popular than Muskoka, Lake of
Bays, and Temagami. The explanation is simple.
No tourist region in Canada ever gets much ad-
vertising outside that which originates in the rail-
way offices. Show me a region which is served by
no railway, and I will show you a region whose
fame is merely local.

The Rideau Lakes Navigation Company has had
steamers running from Kingston to Ottawa for
years, and the company issues a nice illustrated
booklet. But this small company could not afford
to advertise in the national publications of the
United States anid Canada as do the Canadian Paci-
fic, Grand Trunk, Canadian Northern, and Inter-
colonial Railways. The Grand Trunk touches the
Rideau at Kingston and Ottawa, while the Canadian
Pacific crosses it at Smith's Falls; but otherwise
the Rideau bas no railway service. No railway
runs parallel with it, nor makes a pretension of
developing its tourist traffic. Hence the Rideau
is al most (but not quite) as local as the Newmarket
Canal.

Some day a railway will run from Kingston to
Smith's Falls, and will touch at the best spots
along the Cataraqui River and the Rideau Lakes.
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