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,W TH- the unexampled progress of ouir Douminion
and its vast material deveiopmnent new condi-
tions have arisen presenting new problems for

solution. Amiong these is the decreasing ratio which the
area, population and representation of the three pro-
vinces by the sea bear to the federal union, augmented
as it lias recently been by the addition of the provinces
of Alberta and Saskatchewan. For years the Maritime
Provinces have been almost stationary in population,
while the tide of immigration lias been settiug toward
the West, and, accentuated by a recent loss of representa-
tion, the people of Newý Brutnswick,'Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island are asking tliemseives whether the
future liolds for themn economic and politicai effacement
or deveiopment. Canada is too broad, in spirit as well
as in area, to permit the effacement of any integrai por-
tion of ber federation development, then, and not efface-
mient, mnust be the answer. To shew how that deveiop-
ment can best be secured and effacement nrevented is the
objeet of this short article on the subject of Maritime
Union, a subject which was discussed and nearly consuni-
mated before Confederation was considered, and which
was only set aside because o! the tyreater attractiveness
af the larger idea. Then the doininatinz thouLght was
that of muttial trade and muttial iefence. To-day the
sub.ject is azitated as a means of preserviner the îndi-
vidualitv and ensurineg the due recognition of the smnalier
members of the federai union.

In the January, 1905-, number of the Review o! Re-
views, discussing the pronosed admnission to stateliood of
Arizona and New Mexico, the editor said : "The chief
advantatre of admittinz Arizona and New Mexico now as
a single state wouid bie that this would end the mis-
chievous politicai aeitation for their senarate admission
-a scheme fostered chiefly by seifish private interests."1
Again, "'The inequalities amonZ the states alrendy pre-
sent sufficient difficulties. It*is the part of statesman-
shin ta0 prevent the 'multiplication of such difficulties."1
When we reflect that until recent vears the West o! the
'United States lias been almost entirely dominated by
the money ,power of the East ; that the lack of great
waterways ieading to the interior of that countrv coin-
pelled the developinent of the centre and o! the West to
wait until the East was old, rich and est ablislied;- and
that tlie power thus gained is begînning gradually, but
sureiy, to pass away toward the sunset, we can under-
stand the spirit of theextract ta which reference has
been made.

With us conditions are vastlv difféent. Our West eau
bie readhed by aid o! our gZreat waterways in sumnmer and
in winter bv the railroads which we have bnilt. 'United
States connections cause the West to have but littie re-
gard for us o! the East from, the purely commercial Poin t
of view. Again, they do not depend upon the wealth of
the Maritimue Provinces for their developinent ; thcy now
are or sooni will be far more wealthy theinselves. There-
fore, in Canada, Our afin must be not to dominate the
West but so ta, act as to preserve the political balance
of the Dominion.

A stndy of the statistics, taken chiefly froin the
Canadian Vear Book of 19o4, will be instructive, both as
ta population and area.

POPULATION.
New Brunswick (iast cenisus)............... 331,120

( A gain of only about ýp.c.)
Nova Scotia.............. 459,574

( A gain of about 2 P.C.)
Prince Edward Island .... ............... _........ 103,2,99

(A loss of about -, p.c.)
Total ......................... ............ 893,95v

Compare these with
Manitoba .... . ..... ........................ 255,211

(A gain of more than 67 P.C.)
Territories (before erection of new provinces) 211,64Q

(A gain of more than 211 P.C.)
British Columbia._.......... ........... ........ 178,697

(A gain of more than 8o P.C.)
Trotai.... ...... _... .... .... .. ......... 645,517

Ontario .................. _.......................... 2,182,9,47
(A gain Of about 2 P.C.)

Quebec .............................. ............. 1,648,998
(A gain o! about io P.C.)
111 1902, 1903 and 1904 Canada received in round nuni-

'bers 325,0O immigrants, o! whom the TTuited 'Kingdom
supplied 107,000, the UTnited States 121, ooo, and other
countries 917,000. Nearly ail these people went into aur
West, the Maritime Provinces, especially, getting but a
handful. It is a fact worthv o! note that in Enkgiand in-
tendintg settiers are persua<ied liv (overument officiais to
go to the West and emigration to the Eastern provinces
is discouraged. The writer bas in mind an instance ai a
fariner in New Brunswick, who, as lie expressed it, 1<lad
ta figlit the Officiais to get anv information about New
Brunswick at ail." What can the resuit be but that by
the next census the Western group wilI very largelv ex-
ceed the Maritime Provinces in point o! population ?

The next consideratian is that o! area.
Square miles.

New Brunswick.....................».....27,981;
Nova ScOtia...... ............ ... -........ 21,428
Prince Edward Island ................................ 2,184

54,597
British CaIlumbia ................ ........ .... 372,63o
Manitoba......-............................ -............ 73,732
(And Manitoba feels that she is too smnali,

thouli hal! as large again as the Maritime
group.)

.n.a..o ..... ................. 26,862
Quebec ........................... ................. 3 1, 7,
Alberta ............................ ............... 275,000
Saskatchewan ...... .................. .............. 275,000

These figures enable us ta realise the territorial insig-
nificance of the Maritime Provinces.

REPRESENTATION.
The recent decision of the Privy Council, affirming

that o! the Supreme Court of Canada, establishes the
priniciple that the Maritime Provinces must not faîl bie-
hind the rest o! Canada by more than five per cent. i
increase o! population or they will be proportionately
deprived o! their federal representation. WVhile as a gen-
eral principle this may seemn ta be fair, yet the present
separation of interests within those provinces necessarily


