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PEOPLE AND PLACES
IL F'F"Y years ago on the twenty-third of Nlarchthe first gold was prospected on the Firaser
River. But oneo f the survivors of the great rush
is livinig-Mr. Jamies Moore, whio lives near Výictoria
and is a veteran in bis seventy-sixth year. At the
tinie of the news about the Fraser find hie was in
San Francisco. The steamner Otter of the Ilud-
son's Bay Company brought the news in the usual
innocent way. The purser of the boat had somne
gold dust wbich bie got front the Indians on the
Fraser. A prospecting party was formed witb Mr.
Moore as one of the members. Moore was the first
man to locate a claini on what is known as HillEs
Bar. Sonie lively tîmes were had in those day s;
one of the most exciting in the memory of Mr,
Moore being a fight over whiskev. A boat belonging
to a Captain Taylor camne in with a cargo of whiskey
wbich the captaini declined to seil to the ininers but
began to dispense to the Indians at five diollars a
bottle. The miners of course rose in arms. Thev
had no desire to see a lot of drunken Indians lifting
cheir scalps; so they pitched into the Taylor crew
and confiscated the liquor, wbich however thcy did
flot drink in the usual way, but spilled it a hundred
gallons strong into the bar and gave the buccancer
half an hour to, vamnoose.

O NTARIO is clamouring for more hired mn
With aIl the shoals of nneniployed imimigrant-.

banging about the towns and cities the farier is
àtill in the quandary whicb hce began to bc in ten
years ago when the West took away tbe surplus
natives and most of the legitimate hired men. Thec
gap left by the exodus has neyer been satisfactorily
filled. Now at the turniing of the furrow the
thought of the farmer once more reverts to the old
problem-vho are you going to hire this year?
It's bard to keep a niant on the place any more. The
old-style hired nman was good for a five-years con-
tract without a line of writing. He naturally grew
up wîtb the boss and took lis wages whenever the
boss happened to have any rnoney in the LaIl. Hle
lived in the bouse, or if hie was a iuarried man he
probably had a bouse on the place wîth a garden
and a cow-pasture tbrown in. He worked the year
round and hie was paid by the year. In the winter
he belped the boss eut wood and get out rail cuts
and timber for barns and stables. Now there is
littie to do ini winter but' feed cattie, and that bas
becorne so scientifie that a bired man sems to be
no longer such a necessity. So the rush cornes in
the spring and the chances are that here and there
you rnmay find a fariner who misses the parade and
who bas to, borrow his belli froin the neîghbours.

G ONE are the good old shack days on tbe prairie
wben every man's sback was every other man's

chat bappened to corne along. In tbe former days
a man wbo had a bouse on te prairie was supposed
to keep an inn, for tbere were a lot of men likely
to bie a long way fron borne wben nîgbt or meal
tirne carne. A few years ago near Edmonton the
writer of this and a companion were driving out
on a bouseless country and at noon camne to a sback
wbicb looked good to tbe eye but was vseant. for
the owner was away in town. He tried the door.
but it was locked; the windows, but tbey were nailed
down. The other man said unprintabie tbings about
the lack of hospitality that leaves a house locked,

fo r xx e xx crc iitiîgrv andî t he ini îî robailyeli liad
catablcx. -\ox ec,c xx lnl hi-, handn, ;xu
runtiindged ou)it fouir egg.s, xVhîich we took dn to
t he c rcck ai mg xxit h an old t in pan able ti) ho A
watcr in onie corner. \\'e boiled the eggs anî ate
t hein vi thon t sait, .\n cx change prints ai atîtu:i ng

storv ahout ait experlcnce titat iîapjîeniic b the
oxx uer of a prairie shack i the old days. This young
baclîclor was absenit froili bis slîack very ofteîî and
on lus retunlii lie began to discover that bis fexv
possessionis xxcre rapidly dîsappcarnîg- axe, sleigh,
grindstomic, etc. No doulît soîîîe of these thiîîgs liad
beeîî borro\ved iii good fait t by iieîglibours, lut it
xxas had forin to take tîeîii iii that way, aîîd hie
decided that lie muiist put a stol)> to it, and ini order
to do su lie werit -blîîe- ru sleep at îîights. TFle
first niglit xxas uîîex-eîtful, but oit the second lie lhad
a dreain, iii wiich hie felt that lie was on the sea
crossing the rolling billows towards lus Englisli
horne. A noise axvakened biîn, anid lus aînazeieîî
nmay bc iniagîed wlîeî lic discox'ered tîtat bis resi-
dence xvas actually gliding across the prairie.
Various wild theories fIasýhed over bis mmid as bie
sprang up, but o11 looking out of bis lîttle wiîndoxv
lie found that a teaut of liorses xvas rapidly liauling
bis shack away, the long grass serving alinost as
well as snow for the purpose. Ilîs indlignationi was
great aîîd Just, and bis first impulse was to take
sumnnary vengeance, but being a yotiig man with a
strong seilse of humour, lie tbrew hinîiseif on lus
coucb anîd deeided to wait jîntil nmorning and sec the
strange advenrziure through. At day-break bis shack
ceased its long journey, and it was evideut by the
noises outside that it had reached its destination.
Those outside irnagiîîed tîtat this was tu bie its future
site. Then tbe door of the slîack: opened and tbe
rigbtful owner stood there smiiling cbecrfully oit two
startled nmen wbo were unhitcbing the horses. "Well,
boys, you needn't unbitch here," bie said, genially.
"I'd planncd to go to toxvn this week. Woni't vou
drive îîue on in whilc 1 get breakfast? You ilust
be bunigry."

DO\\VN in Kîngs ton thcy are w-ondering wliat will
bappen to the old Mode] Scbooi, îîow that the

new Norma-Iws have been decided uipon. But for a

A Step Furtber in the Evolution of a Prairie House; back on the Hill may be seen the Homesteader's
First Dwelling

long xx Ille îoxx the Niodel sc liîoî hia-s becî a ýx onder
bt n rt ario. T i Irv arc soîîin( tho ilsanîid-, of t i a cers
iii Ille province xx ho -ol îh'- fir-,i of xxhat thcx' kîilov
abiout tcaciiniiin olle of tIiee curions pla es, 'l'lic
Moude teni xxa tlîe tinlic iii ex erN, vouing tyro*s
caireer xvlien fîrst lic learlîcu Io t rembtle an d to I oa f

'rlite stuiides xx e easy; but the jboor y oîiîig sproit
xvlo bil to get up) anA tcaci te xxord **heu" by
the phoniec îîîeîlod to a class (o yoligsicrs froîîî

beloxx, amid iii fronit of ail lus clatssîniates, probably
kîîex as. ncli about absolutu feair aýs Lord Clive
ever did on tue eve of a hattie. \oxv this delectable
inîstrumnt of tor-ture iii the old Cenîtral School is
te, bc abaîîduîed iîî fax-our of thue îexv way iii a îîex
buiidiîig xvbere ail blîcre ix alb mut* teiiig is ulowîî
to a rigid mIle of science.

MAJUR STRICKLANI), comnîaider uf tue F'ort
Saskatchîewxan division of tue MUouited Police,

is golie. The Major was one of the youîîgest citiefs
iii the force; lie was under forty y'ears of age. ile
ltad secui service iii tîte Yukon and ii Souti Afrîca.
lie xvas otue of the originial force senit intu tîte Aretie
at the rime of tue Klonidike rush, and lie had beeîî
iii cotîmaîd of divisions at Reginîa, Prinîce Albert,
and Edmionton befure goilîg to Fort Saskatchewanî,
wlîici is tweîity-five nmiles froîin Edumonton. lie
xvas boni iii Lakcfieid, licar Peterborough, Ontario.

A FRENCH-CANADIAN giaiiý îîaîned Louis
Dubois bas killed a bear otit iii the Rockîes;

îîot with a guit or a knife or anl axe, but in a polite
hand-to-band scuffle catch as-catch-eau style, iii
which the Frenchian aîîd tue bear exhîbited ail tue
Iatest wrinklcs of the pure science of wrestling.
D)ubois and a Scotchmnan, Campbell, were cutting
cordwood sonicwhere round the 'Boulon luounitaiit
xvhen they came on this bear's denî and begaît to
investigate. Louis thought hie saw the bear's nose
sticking out of the luole anîd hie aimed a swipe xvith
bis chopping axe. Wbat hie had bit, however, was
the foot and that was Iopped off aîîd out came the
bear. Louis ainied anlother blow, but the bear
sparrcd and kîîocked the axe out of bis band. Camp-
bell quit tbe scene to runi for belpi or somîetbiîîg.
Louis found himself in the lîug of the bear. The
strugglc was very earniest and there were no imme-
diÎate spectators. Louis niîaîaged to trip the bear,
howevcr; hie got hum down and sat oit lim and
pinned bis throat to the eartb. Before bie let the.
liear'up Campbell and another hand had conte up.
They finished the bear.

N~.OVA SCOTIA coal is îîearly aIl inarketed in
Nova Scotia, wliich speaks well for the indus-

tries of that thriving province. This is indicated
by the figures front the mines report. According
to the report tbe anlounts of provincial coal sold iii
the different înarkets were as follows: Nova Scotia
(by land) 1,554,229, (by sea) 288,I90-totatl
1,842,419 tons; Qucbec, 1.709,592; United States,
616,312; New Brunswick, 427,128; Nexvfoundland,
,46,5o2; Prince Edxvard Island, 77,493; Mexico,
7,591 ; WVest Indics, 2,598; other countries, 12,48.3:
bunker, 204,572. The buik of the United States and
Newfoundland and aIl the Mexicali shipiinents were
f romt Cape Breton county, as well as ail] the bunker.
The St. Lawrence shipiinents froîin Cape Bretont
totalled 1,388,926 and the Nova Scotia sales ainoîlît-
cd to 1,195,201 tons.

The Kind of Prairie House that was Supposed to be Always Open


