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sake of sooig ber again, anyhowl
Walkting out into the corridor, lie

dropped the letter down the mnail-chute
unstamped, like any other missive sent
on public business.

Thus it feli out that when Mr. Barn-
weil returned home that night hie was
met by bis daughiter, ail amiles once
more.

-IS ail coming out right, after ail."
said Mary. "See this letter! PIn so
glad youi didn't uee him to-dav, bpecatfne
you might have said something horrid,
and here hie is just as klnd as eau be!"

Mr. Barnweil opened the letter and
rend, haif aloud a.nd half to'himsel'f, as
follows:

Executive Office,
Commissioners of the District of

Columbia,
Washington, May 27.

Miss Mary T ilarnwell.
Hloward Avenue, Mount Pleasant.

Dear Mndam:
Replying to yiur favor of the 24th

mast., the commissioner direclis me to
say that a mistake on the part of the
clerical force bas just been brc-i-ght ' 
his attention, whereby your communica-
tion wassconfused with another, and a
misleading answer sent.

Aithougli it is seldoin possible, owing
to the great pressure of publie affairs,
for the commissioner to comiply with a
request such as the one made, he dijcts
me to 'sav that lie wilI ac vry
effort to be preaent WedNsa4ý morn-
ing and present the hi 8 as requested.

3156a2 Jepcfly . C. Charlton.
"Now isn't that fine of him "' said

Mary. <'You sbould se hlm, father.
IlW o'ss agreeable in 'bis waysg. Anil
young. too, foi n commissioner!»

The inext morning Cooper set eut for
Mount Pleasant.- The whole plan seein-
ed absurd and foolhardy te hlm now
and hie would have given anything in
the world but a siglit of Maryves,
even that-to get eut of It. lie suin-
moned enouo.h of bis habituai audacityT
tô see it through. however. W-ith a
face, thnt looked like a man going to bis
own funerol, lie begin by teflin the
chuîdren how glad hoe was to ie there
this morning. HTow or when ho get to
the end lhe neyer knew. Hie hurriodly
bld Miss Barnwell adieu. She thanked
hlm and added as lie went out:

'You will corne and seo me-tbat is.
corne and 'vsit the echool again seme
tfne, won't vont"

"Yes yes," 'said Cooper. «0lood day!"
-And as lie burried out hoesaid te hlm-
self: "What a. fool 1 was! Fil neyer1
dare te go there again as commissioner,
and I've blocked the chance of going
there myseif!"

In New York, a ity editbr fences
himecif off frorn the clamering world
outside by a barricade of gates and
doors, guarded with the vigilance of a
Cerberus by a smail army of office-boys.
To pass thein, more formality is re-
qnired than you would look for in the
palace of the Shah of Persia. lu the
office where Cooper worked this would
have been deemed bombnstic, undenio-
cratic, and expensive-particuiariy, ex-
pensive. There anyone -was free te
cerne, and many an odd-piece from the
city's debris found hie way in during
the long niglits te recount some tale of
woe, or demonstrate that, lu spite of
appearances to the contrary, ho was
reaiiy perfectiy sober. The great diffi-
cnlty was that if you did go ln, von
could seldom get anybody to pay any
attention te you.

This was the trouble tht an eiderlv
gentleman seemed to be hnving about
eleven o'clock on the niglit of the day
made notable by the dismal appearance
of John C. Cooper as Commissioner
Charlton lu' Mount 1Pleasant. FHe bad
aiready asked twiée fron the door if
this was the city editor's room, bu,, no-
body heeded hlmý. Most of the staff had
just got lu after covering thcir evcnindg
assignments, and were leaning ovPr
their desks in their shirt-gleeVe3, Peh
pounding away at a typewriter. From
these machines such a licking. clacking
wa.s going up tht nothing else eotld licý
heard.

Se the mon entered thec room. and,
approaching the nearest desk, inquired:

"Is this the city department ?"
dgUm! "

"«At least, my daughter said lie seemed
to feel about as much at home as a Miy
in a barrel of molasses, or words to that
effeet. 0f course that's - juat between
you and me, thougli. 1 den't meau that
lie should hear of it, or anything ike
that should nopear ln the paper, yen
ku-ow. 1 thouglut probably yen couid
imake up a littie speech for the occasion
ijuLe as good as hBs.e"

"VTery likely 1 might." said Cooperdryly. "Let's see-you say this was at
eleven o'clock?"

"Ye-es-no. Let mie sec. '*as it
eleven or ten? Juat wait a minute, and.
l'Il ask my daugliter. She's waiting just
outside in the hall-or, better still, l'Il
get lier to step in."

"Oh no, no! I wouldn't think of lt,'
cailed out Cooper, catching bis friend by.
tîhe arm. "lt's of no consequence, I as-
sure you. Don't trouble yourself in the
least."»

"Oh, it's no trouble, l'Il ask lier to
corne right in."

"For Heaven's sake, don't!" remon-
strated Cooper in consternation. "I
haven't tiMne for it, anyhow."1

Then, seeing that Mýr. Barnwel was
alrea(ly haîf way acrosa the rooîn he con-
cluded it would hocIiser to go out to bis
destruction than have te overtake hini
there before the whole staff, be j4itinîped
up and hurried olit tbrough the (loor,
dexterously kicking uside the cnt of
Admirai Dewey that held it open a's he
Went, so that it swiîng shîît with a.
bang behind hlmi.

When the afternnon of the next da.y
came, Copr did nlot sîtart for the Diq-
Mt r ul=ig at bis iîstial hoîîr. Inqtead
lie turned bis face toward M-%oint Plea-
sant to nîeet MNr. Barnuvell. wuho had had
thIs to su ii p;rtiiig froni hini the
niglît hefore:

Yoi mderstand, votuncTmail a
Y()I ill Iî lat imv door ut two oocIoek
to-niorro'v afternoon. WVewll l it
on(,(,to m (la îmI 011t r's chol uhe -
.Voit NillI ex\I<Iin Ithle whole mtil trr andl

imt>NI i-ýqlnîvI tor titis out.
rag-lis Le>of voiiduet. N%7e will do

«I. the city editor ln"
",Um!" replied the individual ad..

dressed, without stoppiiig ini lus worL.-
",Wb.ièh la his desk r'
"Vrare," snapped ont the man at the

typewriter, in the effort te get throughi
asayîng %ver thero" as 990n as possible.Th visitor trollod off to th«oppoite
corner.

"la this tho city editor?" hý' asked
with undiminished politeneisi.

"'Cross yonder," said the young niumi
encountered, making his remarim î'r
intelligible bya wave of his thumili t.,
word the ce"-

The stranger approached a figure
cupying one of soveral places at a la&r."e
table, where lie had hewn ou'; ju.,,t
enough room for bis elbows from a pile
of cousus bulletins, ancient n~saes
undelivered mail, and reports f rom the
lnterstnte Commerce Commission, nli.
haki been accumulating under every City
edfitor since the office was buit.

Ho aeknowlèdged that hoe wns the
party sought after with a bob of itis
chin, and went on counting the jettera
in a three-bank head which lie had just
wrtten while the man told his storv.
He did not ask him te taka a sa:t.Tb
was partly because ho ieared tat. caliter
might stay tee long, and partly for the
reason that when the reporters were ail
in at once there weren't enoigà cltairs
to go a.round.

"Commissioner Charlo.n Voit 1say,
mumbled the city editor, withtmîit su
mucli as shifting bis cigar. "At Monut
Pleasant. Cooper-take titi story,
pleaseI

As the stranger approachedl, Cooper
revognized bis caller of the day before,
and wondered if hoe had appeared te tor-.
moent hlm again. Ho was quicly mu-
assured. Mi. Barnwell explained that
since Commissioner Charlton had been
se kind te come, after ail, hoe thought it
riglit that some notice of it should bie
Inken ln the paptr.

"ýAnd what did the commnissiener say?"
inquired Cooper.

"Weil, to tell the truth, 1 gather tht
hoe didn't say mîîch of anything worth
the saying," responded Mr. Barnweil
eîîsilv.

"Oh, indeed!" remarked Cooper polite-
ly.
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