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17t 5 l"ufldd yards away. Sandy

bécame more and more positive it was
0ie 'white stag& se there was nothing left
to do but take down the rifle and admire
his fine pointe until he should rise and
we could make sure of hie identity.
Eventually he got up and displayed a

pair of ltghtish rean-colored haunches;
the rest of hie body appeared perfectly
normal iu color and 1 do not believe he
bad been relling in the peat, though se
late in the season it was very probable.
Sandy said at 'once that he was the
white stag sure enough; he vas a good
beat; we put him at l7st, the rifle back
in its cever, and crawled quietly out the
way we bad corne. The day was net a
blank, though it promised to be se. We
had a very long stalk in the afternoon,
and I finally shot a fairish stag just
after six in the evening, very late for
Oct. 7, se far north. I recollect the fire
belched from my rifle at the shot.

On my arrivai et the lodge, burning
.. .... Vith conscieus pride at my self -restraint,

I found it had been decided te shoot the
white stag that season, and I vas up.
braided for my folly instead of being the
hère of the evening. Such incident&
make cynies of the young.

About a year later I was unexpeetedly
confronted one evening lu the smoking
room of a country house with a picture

Snake Notes
By S. J. Wigley, Edgerten.

Could we but evercome our natural
dislike te anakes we should id much
in the study of these reptiles te interest
and amuse us; but a club is generally
our :flrst requisition when we start tg
investigate snakes and as often as net
a useful farmer's friend meets an un-
timely end.

Once a year snakes shed thefr skins in
order te ailow for growth. Previeus te
doing this the reptile becemes sluggish
in movements and partly blind owing te
the outer scale over the eyes becoming
leose. The akin buvots, st the neek and
the animal works; its head through the
opening and with the aid of rough grass
divests iteelf of its eld coat. This
opération is performed lu early summer
and the caet off akins may be often
found in haying time. Ail enakes
swallow their food whole-those with a
poison gland kili their prey firat;. those
without either crush their victim or
swallow it alive. Among those that kIl
their prey by constriction are thé
Pythons and Boas which though net
poisenoue are dangerous because of
their huge size.

Many snakes reproduce their young
by Iaying soft-shelled eggs that are ef t

Russian Grand Duchess and Danish Princess Help in English Hospital for Wounded.
The royal families of the warring nations and even of neutral countries have been highly
active in varions phases of the war. The members of the gentier sex have invariably
devoted themselves to hospital relief work. This picture taken àt Harrogate, an English
health resort, shows Priricess Margaret of Denmark (on left) and the Grand fluchess George
of Russia (sitting), 'sitting 'with wounded soldiers at one cf the hospitals organized at
Harrogate by the Grand Duchess and personally supervised by herself. The men are very

proud ta have their wounds ressed by the Damsh erincess. (Underwood Photo).

entitled "Thé 'White Stag of Glencoe"
in an illustratéd paper. This time hé
wvas on thé baek of a peny, and I ob-
served that his light-colored haunches
'%vere turned to the camera, and that the
rest of his body, which looked quite
normal, was -suspiiously lu the, shade.
Ilis head looked fairly wide, but had
few points. Tihe letterpréss stated that
lie was shot lu Glen Brayne, hé was al-
'%vays a stay-at-home beast, and that he
lîad been found te hé suffering from.
kidney disease. No allusion, as far as I
r&uembér, was made to his color except
in the title of thé photograph. An ig.
nominieus epitaph for such a famous
beast.

Tt wonld be interesting te know
whether stags, which are boru white and
renain se for many years, usually as-
suime a more normal color lu middle age.
Thie tendency lu most animaIs is in the
OPPosite direction, and man is ne excep-
tion te the general rule. There was a
White stag on 'the marches of Ben Aldèr
aiid Corrour, which had much the samé
appeîarance as the Glencoe stag as painted

Ii1S93. There was probably an agréé.
lI'Peit betweén the respective owners of
Illese two foresta te spare him, at any
rate for some seasons.. and the tract of
(-omîutrv a t bis disposai vas se extensive
t1ukt ho stood every chance of coming te

Iiiitritv. 4Let us hope that he escaped
li e disease-which attacked his famous
1,Iecessor, and that his head may long

1~thé envv of those fortunate enough
LO Spy him.

te hatch in deeompesed vegtation,
warm sandbanks, and under stones. A
large number ef species produce their
young alive, the eggs being contained
iu the oviduct until incubation je eem-
pIété. Amongst this ciass may be
mentiened the rattlesnakes and vipers.

Reptiles manifest ne affection for and
show ne care -for théir yeung, although
it has beén statéd that the Engiieh
viper will swailow her young on the
appreach of danger. Rewards have been
offéred fer cenclusive evidence of this
but have net yet been claimed.

A poisonous snake is réadily dis-
tinguished by its poil: on teeth or fangs
-two long neédié shaped hollow teeth
through which the poison flows whéu
the blow le struck. The bonée upporting
thé poison fange is hinged, se that the
fangs may:be bént backwards whéu net
in use.

These teéth are the only "sting" a
snaké possessés. Its beauitiful forked
tongué can do ne harm béyond picking
Up small insecte as food.

The non-poisonous snake are without
fangs. Théir téeth consiet of a file-like
bone with thé points ail turning inward
se that it le impossible for a struggling
victim te escape or for the enake te
disgorge anything it bas once started to
swallow. The neck and body extend te
an unbelievabie extent in order te ailow
for the passage of thé food.

During thé winter hybérnation takes
place iu holes in thé ground, amongat
ail Canadian snakes.
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brushed evenly over that
soied old shape wii gAive
you a bat thats juat as fresh
and pretty as nov, in aimait n
coor you fancy. Dry& in a e
tainutes, and makes a lasting,protective finish for the. straw.

Use the test of the. hotU. for brightening up feu"y baskets, wlckS tràys md
household decorations.
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