
Timber Conditions of British Columbia.

)w, according to statisties, the lumber eut from. 1888 to 1904,
2lusive (17 years), aggregated 2,569,756,262 feet--a mnere
,thing compared with the grand total-and takîng the average
arly eut for the 17 years, we find if that average were maintain-
for the next 200 years, our forests would stili be f ar fromn

iiausted. This is a hopeful autlook for the people of British
lIumbia, and*the new provinces lying east of the Rocky Moun-

iris, whose inhabitants must look to us for their supplies of
mnber, but even with wbat seems at first blush an embarrass-
ent of riches, we must flot assume that this forestry treasure is
exhaustible. Prudently managed it will last to the end of
ne, but if wasteful lumbering methods (so general in the past)
e persisted in, and fires allowed to run uncbecked, aur magni-
ýen1t forest heritage might be dissipated in a generation or twa.

In. the Colonial period of British Colurnbia's histary the
lestion of forest preservatian was given littie, if any, consider-
-ion. 'What settiements, existed were confined ta the sea coast
id the banks of the Fraser River. The great hinterland was
iknown-a pathless wilderness-the home of a few scattered
idian tribes, and dotted here and there with the trading pasts

the Hudson Bay Company. The palicy of the Govermment
those days was ta clear the land i and about the settiement
any cost, and the niethods used were decidedly not in the line
forest preservatian. The gold seekers came next, and i their

Lger quest for treasure, they naturally regarded the forest as a
Irrier ta success and unhesitatingly destrayed it in order to
ear thie way for their mining aperatians.

It was not until 1874 that the Government of British Col-
Libia took steps ta preserve the forests. In that year what is
tlown as the "Bush Fire Act" was passed. It provided that

r.Y persan canvicted of igniting fires in the,-woods during the
Lonths of June, July, August or September, and failing ta

Jlroughly extinguish the samne, should, i the case of damnage
'8ltig, be fiable ta a fine of $ 100.00, or threemnonths' mmprison-
lent. The saine punishmnent was provided for persons allowing
re to spread froni their awn property ta that of their neighbaurs,
r to adjacent publie lands. This Act was inoperative, hawever,
Keept in districts of which two-thirds of the residents petitioned
~Ie Lieutenant-Governor-in-Cauncil for its eilforcemleiit. In
887 the "Bush Fire Act" was muade gefleral tbroughout th~e

rkvince, and in 1896 the Lieutennt venor-inoncil was
iven power to deline any portion of the Province as a lire district,

rld it was made unlawful ta set out or start lires between the
rst of May and the first of October, except for the purpose of

learng land, cooking, obtainitlg warmith, or for industrial
11rposes. Provisions were rnae in this A~ct, and subsequent
r1iendments passed providig for safeguards against the spread


