
CoRRESPONDENCE, &c. RESPECTING ARCTIC EXPEDITIO NS. 5l

Teturi of the Investigator' to England previous to the commencement of the Opinion f Ceaptain
ensuing winter (1849)." Beechey-

By Captain Bird's conipliance witli this order, the "Enterprise" will be left
alone in the Arctic regions, without its being known where perhaps, or in what
condition she etay be in at the time, and Sir John Franklin's party may possibly be
deprived of the inestimable advantage of finding an asyluni at the mouth of
Regent's Inlet, shouild anything have compelled Sir John to take that route in his
boats on bis way to Barrow Strait; for it is evidently contemplated by Sir James
Ross that be rnay not be able to reach that spot in time himiself. Thus the most
likely part of th.e strait on the south for falling in with, the absent parties would
be deserted ; and be it remembered, at a tirne when, froin the nature of an Arctie
su-mer, it would be most likely that the party vould arrive, and when they
-would be in an exhausted condition from the labour and difficulties attending their
ieachinlg that far, supposing them to have abandoned their ships at a distance to
the vestward, at the early part of the season.

It has ever been the practice to keep two vessels together in those regions, for
reasons which are sound and obvious; and to depart froin it now, wlhen there are
unfortunately' more than ever weighty reasons why it should be adhered to, seems
to me inexpedient. 1 arn fully aware that the only way in which this can be
prevented is by sending out provisions, and incurring an additional expense. But
this, after all, will not be so weighty as it at first appears.

We have nlready pronised a communication this season with Sir James Ross,
and have even arranged the plan; and we knew that this cannot be ensured by a
general request to the whalers to look into Lancabter Sound, nor even by a very
smrall reward, seeing how lttle the reward -of last year operated upon them ; but
that it will be necessary to select one vessel in particular, and contract with ber
owners that she shall niake this service part of her voyage; and I apprehend that
it will be necessary to place an officer in her, to see that the contract is properly
performed, or that there are substantial reasons why it coold not be. To lessen
the expense, the vessel ray be permitted to fish before the ice opens, or at any
time when she cannot proceed.

fhis is, the best that can be done to carry out the instructions; but it must be
adriitted that we make a very imperfect communication of it, if we do not at the
sanie time acquaint Sir James Ross with the result of information which we may
be able to derive through Russia during the spring, as to whether the expedition
under Sir John Franklin lias been heard of at Kamstchatka, or which we might
possibly receive by that time through New York, or viM Mexico, &c.

It is important that Sir James Ross should be in possession of such informa-
tion, as it will set at rest any expedtations lie might have sanguinely entertained
as to Sir Johnti Franklin having got through, and determine himi at once as to any
ultimate plan le rnight be contenplating.

If then the vessel be detained for this very desirable communication, her fishing
season roust be given up, or nearly so, and the %vhole expense of the vessel must
be defrayed by the Government; so that theexpense of this simple communica-
tion with the expedition would not be much less than that of hirirg a vessel for
tle express purpose, and then she might carry out the very desirable supply of
provision to enable the " Investigator" to rernain as long as the "Enterprise
continues in those regions. Entrpus

And this is the more desirable, for at the late period at which we know the
expedition arrived off Barrow Strait, much of the arrangement contemplated for
the surnîaer operations could not have been carried into effect; and now, looking
to the unforeseen delays, the possibility of accident, &c., it can hardly be expected
that that fuill and efficient examination of every port, in search of our forlorn
countrymnenî, can be made even by the two -veisels there: soclh a search, I mean,
as ouild alone satisfy this.countrv, and, in the ýlamentable'event -of:hearing no
more of' thbe parties, "ouldenable.,us to lay our heads on, our, pillovs with the
iaward satigaction af knowing that we, had done alKthatumanity eouid sggest,
and all tat a great.ination, jealous of the lives.of its subjects, could possibly, have
accomnplishied. . - si

.Wejlington Inlet, ]3 harst Inlet1 ,and Regentis Inlet,¾bhve allto be examined,
in addition to theï other routes contemplated by Sir Jates Ïoss' for hist»n
vessel,andm atters have now ,videptly, rrived at ,such,
up andeownan irlet>ill anot\satisfy, usearigid muzu(essearçh , esshore
Must be,;ade in boatsomrthe ship;dtbe illsmust bo ascçnded 1onts,A3 'pp nt&


