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CIRISTI RACE.

TO THOMAS FRANCIS MEAGHER,

Tor six moulhe

dirated saying plainly what it has become imperative
on smne of your old associxtes to say—and perhaps
gn pone more than me, who have maintained an un-
broken friendship with you for so many years, Ol
saying plainly and peremptorily, that you are wreek-
ing in the most palpable shallows and quicksands, a
life meant to be & credit to your country ; and fling-
jax down in the dust the cause for which you rvisked
g0 mach. Jtisnot a welcomne task; bat it would il
pecome us, who resisted O'Connell whe. he endan-
gered the Irish cuuse, to be punciilious with one ano-
ther.

. You are, perhaps, dreami
versal people, who would hail your retorn with triumph
—who believe in matives above suspicion, nnd fidelity
trigd even to the scaffold—and who long for your
coming as that of a Deliverer. ‘

. Tiet me awaken you, my {viend. Your relation to
Treland lias fatally altered.  "{'here are multitudes of
Jrish Catholics to whom yowr name has become odi-
ong—there ore many Priests who would head their
people Lo resist you as an enemy, if to-morrow yon
were Jaunding on our shares; there ave not a few of
those who shared our councils and hopes in '48, whe
yave abandoned both, on the specific ground that
vou kave compromised them witli the Church, and
voined the-cause which united us.  Lhe men most
at_‘}grievud were slowest to complain ; but the perverse
mwe of your speeches by the Government press left
them in the end no choice.  Ior six woaths scavcely
a week hus passed in which some [riend bas not re-
monstrated ¢ o bis own belialf, or on bebalf of the
cause.

I can well believayou have been secandalously mis-
represented-—-it. is the way. with these Swiss. of the
Qastle. - T am coafident your heart or purpose has
not materially altered since T saw you fast; and that
bath are still intrinsically right. DBut, after this ad-
mission, enougl remains to convince me you have
embraced opinions which cannot be justified, and per-
aitted them to be habitually exaggerated and misua-
derstood, to an extent incredible in one who hus been
smony the spokesmen of a party. Tt seems (o me
one of the plamest duties of a public man to take
care his assovintes shall not be compromised—a plain-
erand hizher duly is (o take that precaution for his
eanse.  Lhomas Mungher, private gentleman, may
submit, from pride, o Tusouciance, (o any imputa-
tion he thinks fit—no one is concerned but himself.
Hut Thomas Meagher, public 1an, long placed in
the [rout rank of an organisation, habitually speak-
ing on helalf others, bound to the past and luture by
ties which he can never wholly break—how can he
permit hiwnself to {arget that many men share the re-
sponsibility of his acls and opinions ¥ Tancy (and
it i3 no suppositious case) young priests, our friends
from *16 (0 %48, called oun to answer {or your present
theories as the fundamental principles of their parly
—principles to which (it is said) others may have
proved truitors but you are still loyal. Can anything
be more cruel or embarrassing ? ‘I'liey must renounce
their dearest convictions or renounce you. ‘

It is to recal you, my dear Meagher, to this duty
—which you would be the last man to deny—that I
address you at present.  Your opiniens are [atally
misuaderstood, or you have Jost the ancient famd-
marks of the Irish couse; and they are no longer
those which we held in common. The first alterna-
tive L believe to be snbstantially the truc one. 1 be-
fievae you are made-answerable for designs the far-
thest from your heart. The Thomas Meagher who
was my friend and ally would have shared the plots of
adetective, as soon as some of the unholy schemes
with which your name is associated. But your lan-
goage has given vise to suspicions which daily grow
stronger and more general ; and it is my firm convie-
tion that if you do not take prownpt taeasures o ve-
mave them; they will settic Jown into a rooted aver-
Hon more formiduble to your hopes than the steel and
bre of England, ‘
~ At this distance of time and place, T am not iu a
Position to sift ‘your actual opinions from the mass of
conlradictory impulations levelled at you. That is
Jour task, T can only report the charges which pass
ff?m mouth to month, and which have thinned your
triends and quadeupled your enewies. N

L.'You are said to preach the exclusion of Priests
from Trish politics. ‘

M. You are said to embrace the opinions and cul-
Wrate the sympaibies of Mazzini and his associates.

I either of these charges betrue, you are on-a
Pt which will lead to disappointment and discom-
ilare ; you are on a'path which cannot, and onght
‘Wti to end in' the deliverance of Ir¢land; o

Telude Priests from Ivish politics!. " To

~
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ng at this hour of a uni-

hiave you read our history ?
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“say that since the extirpation of the hevaditavy chiels,
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[ far the Celtic race,

{ EEnglish Constitution,

ance would be at an end. )
Esclude Priests from Trish polities ! Why, for

lall century 7 ead Castlereag

tepeal debates in 43 rend Clarendon’s letter to the
Archbisbop of Corfi in 8. What brought Minta
to Itome?  What brougiit Bulwer 7 What is Uetre

that wanting Priests, it would want all you are prond- | than you. "It was individual liherty,
Lest to recal init; it is not enough to say that, in that | s=curily you sought in a# Revolution 5 not the despot-
, my dear Meagher, I have medi- | epic resistance to foreign dominion whick alove saves [ isin of a demagogue, aeabal, or a class. Neea! that

: A ; Ll f . re ciil . conk ranle | gant] Y I et el s S .
tated addressing you in a public letter. I have me- | it from contemnt, eassocks stll throng the frent rank ! sentiment; it'is'n wise and a geuerous one.
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' Republic in the universe, that one which has opened

the Church has furnished an fuexhanstible succession | ifs aems to you s and you wiik be ashamesl of a shal-
of puw leaders spread as widely and trusted as fondly ; Iow wprineipled dogma, which, like Mormaon prophie-
a5 the first—who bave fuspired every batile fought i cies, Tests on the supposed convenivnee of the heur, |
without or within the linesof the | and is liable and Tikely to be vontradicted by the next. |
And at this day, if Priests !
pwere eXcluded, you,and I ‘mn_c_ght consider our lifeds tis tothing woble, my friend, which is not based up
i task over—a T'e Dewone might be suag in Westmin- | tedlh, and you are steiving for that which is not p
“ster Abbuy—{or all substantial or formigublu resigt- is‘ih“l"é 10 do, and which would be detestable i it were
i core.
! s fror ris ) jnerations will you strip the Priest
what objeet has Taoglish intrigue }::borgd {or the last frights? And when yau bave allered the fived babits 1
. tlereaghs privale corres- *of a peopla—when you bLave abolished that tutelary !
Cpondence with the Catholie bishops in "985 and *89 5 ' bower which stood him in the stead of a wovernment |
read the Quarsantolti controversy in 1814 ; read-the | and constitution, what hold w P
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Do not misconceive your present atiitude. Tlhere

os-
Look the fact in the face ; in how many ge-
of his political

ill you bave on the sym-
pathy or confidence of the Irish peasant?  ITe will
curse your name.  What you will have accomplished
{or him is lo strike the Jight out of Lis sky, aud lay
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doing therc at this bour?  Whispering, lying, in- | fhim hopeless and guideless at.the feet of his fareiu
triguing with sleepless activity lor one end—to ex- {master.

rclude Jrish Priests from Trish politics ' 1f this be !  But the Charch to-day demands more allegiauee,

lord, every Wiy flunkey in the island,

To practicability and public beneficence the scheme
seeins to me on a par with an insurrection agaiust the
Solar System. It is about as likely to suceeed, and
would be about as useful if it had sueceeded. "The
peril to clerical influence need give no onc uneasi-
nessy but the fatal waste of yowr own life in barren
and impracticable adventures, the misdirection wivin:
to the ideas of our young men, and the prejudices ar-

tsociated—these are not considerations which I can
disregaril.

But you will tell me you meant something far short
of “exclusion®  DBe it so 5 but what? Where,short
of it, can you draw a straight and intelligible line ?

T'he exact senliment quoted fron your speecles is
this : that the minister of religion, while he is gua-
ranteed all the vights ol a citizen, wust not be por-
witied to exercise in secular aflairs the miluenee his
ofiice confers.  What does this inean 2 [low s it
to be applied in the transaction of pnblic business?—

tical rule of action iu it.
be al liberty to vole, but not at liber(y, like you and
me, to counsel, stimulate, and guide the voles of
athers 7 Tn this sense it is naked despotism. If a
Priest must not exercise the influence which his ser-
vices ereate, why must he not, as well as the Orator
or the JTournalist? Tshe less likely to maken disin-
terested nse of it? Is be move likely to be swayed

Lies Lo the people less close and permanent ? Scarcely !
I have known a good deal of public men in Treland
for the last dozen years, and | cannot admit that it
would be a change for the better to banish the Pricst
and set up the Demagogue in his vacant place. II
one or other must go, for my part I will not hesitate
to blackbean Messrs. John Reynolds & Co., Messrs.
Tohn O'Connell & Co., or Messrs. Joln Mitchel &
Co., rather than the nen who have stood between
the peasant and his tyrant—who have shared their
last crust with the pauper, and hrought sunshive to
the peor man’s hearth, generation after generation.
"Plhiere ave partizan Priests, and place-begging Priests,
who are not pleasant fo remember; but [ believe in
my soul and couscience partizans and place-beggars
are rarer in the ranks of the Priesthood than in any
other ranls.  'Prust me, my friend, your theory has
not a grain of common sense, and nothing could be
more {atal to its long life than sueh a want.

1t is just as naked of prineiple as of practical sa-
gacity. Do you c¢all it Republicanism Lo refuse men
their ordinary privileges, because some of them hold
opinions bLostile to yours? “Lhisis not the liberty
Jeflerson taught, or Washington practised. They
bult on the sure basis of common right. You will
find precedents for it, indeed, in the turbulent and
ruthless cabals of the Jacobins, who found some lofty
pretence for excluding from power all whown they
feared or hated; but in America none. It leads
straight to the excesses which were opce absminable
to you as the deadly cancer of liberty. Say the
Priestis exeluded for his opinions ; you begin with
him, by-and-bye follows the gentleman ; a little later
all the « culotic classes,” (il at length no one pre-
sumes to act in public who is not prepared to echo
the rhapsodies of some morose and fanatical dogma-
tist who calls himself the friend of the people. And
80 it goes on, till the new tyramny, more odious than
the first, is flung down and trampled in the gutter.—
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rayed against the cause with which your name is gs- |

[ seavch in vain for any positive principle or any prac-
Does it mean that heshall )

by personal anbition or individual interest 7 Are his

(18 preach a new reformation.

your desive, you _“-‘i_” hﬂ"(_: for allies and sympathisers | anil is less tolerant of neutrality thau when you were |
every stafesinan in Downing street, every ¢ Shave- i Trefand 77 Yoes: undoubtedly.

heggar” in Dublin Castle, every exterminating lund- ray Triend, and men must clioose their side.  Tor the | *equire the strength necessary to become a nation,

We are al war,

lastthree years a vigerous, and precoucerted assault
hns been made on the Cabolicity of this nation. Tlie
sectartan passions which we helped to put asleep have
been lashed into fury against it.  In parlianment, the
Catholie Bishops, Maynooth College, "the Convents
have each in turn been assatled with suceess. A
hundred missionaries landed on our shores in one Uay,
‘  English gold has been
seartered through the pauper districts to bribe the
poo® {rom’ (heir faith—and not without a certain suc-
cess.  T'he mipration of the Catholie people has been

tseeretly stimulated’; the policy by “whick Cromwell

and William drafted ouvr fighting men into Ireneh
and” Spanish Brigades stilt survives in the shape of
emigration bounties and bonuses ; and hideous rejoie-
ings have broken oul at public dinners— {or cxample,
at enterfainments 10 men whomm yon would cite as
confirmed nationalists, Mr. Bett and Mr. Whiteside
~-that emigration was rapidly making Tecland a Pro-
testant country. i

“ Do you fancy in face of insubts and daugers like
these, any Catholic in Treland, luy or clerical, is in a
humor for transcendental discourses on the beauly of
brotherly love?  We are attacked in our dearest in-
terests altacked day by day, and every day without
sessation 5 * peace is heautiful, but this is war ;7 and
what mea demand of you is not a lay serman on ab-
stract duties, but to know whether you are for us or
agaiust us7 Consider Low an "O’Neil er an O’ Moaore
would have rebuked nentrality in Lis haly war for the
right to worship God in peace in his own land, and
you will realize how it is regarded fo-day. And no
Catholic is so cager as genevous Protestants to resist
this diabolical erusade. In sucha moment the Church
bas a right to laok with suspicion on all who see her
danger and are tndifferent to it. T believe you have
net seen it; or only half seen it, living in a distant
couniry, and inlabiting, like a poct. the past and fu-
twe nare than the present.  But Young Jreland has

'long since come of age, and must learn fo takea

man’s part in junctures likce the present.

What your actual relations are with Mazzim I do
not know. Probably none: oral most that vague
sentimental sympathy universal in 48. o me at
that time Yie was but a name, corresponding (0 De-
trach and Rienzi. T know lim better now; and
there is not on the face of the earth any man to whom
Tam lessattracied. T think with Sismondi that he
and his sect have been the vuin of Ttalian indepen-
dence ; with Gioberti, that he was a greater cnemy
{n Haly than to Austrin; and with Garribaldi, that
% lig spoils everything he touches.* He seems to me
essentially double-dealing and untrustworthy in pub-

lic transactions. I noted of late, as a pregnant illus-

tration of character, his angry denial in the Z%nies
that he encouraged the dagger among Lis followers,
having at the moment under my, eye, his © Advice to
the Party of I’rogress,”” published in the English
Republic a month or two before, in which that wea-
pon of assassins is expressly and enthusiastically com-

mended to them :—

« War tothé knife,” he says, ¢ where there are nd
ather weapons, The rhetoricians of our colleges who
teach children to admire the dagger of Harmodius or
Bratus, and whe borrow the name of moralisis 1o con-
demn the daggers of the Lembards,. are hypacrites for
the sake of peusions or royal favers. The dagger is
the people’s bayonet when all other weaponsare taken
away. The assassin’s dagger, called a sword, is in
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lol combatants, or martyrs; it is bavely enough to [ the career of the mew who {ouaded the only stable ! Y L83

o |

Tt is not enough to say | Once, no man detested this organised anarchy more | the hands of the tyrant who kills, without danger ane
and individuad |, for his own. persunnl profit, the phtriot reclaimer of

i those poods which God has
sof speech, and of action.”
© Wihat a ghastly laht this éloge casts back on ths
[ ean comprehend a fapa-
“tic defending the dagger; Marat wonld have doue so
tonee 5 perhaps Blangui wonld do so stilt—but what

(shall we say of him vho defends it to his followess,
“and denies it before a foreign people ?

But I push aside these reflections, Think as you
please of Mr. Mazzini; impressions of character are
Lquickly got and stowly lost.. What T propose to de-

given us—Iliberty of thonght

i monstrate is, that if e were 2 wmodel of pairietism
tand personal worth, no Christian, and abave all no
[ Catlivlie, can join hands with him. That a leagus.
- with Calvin, ia the sisteenth ceutury, would not have
bespoken a mare rooted hestility to the faith in which
we were born; or a league with Vollaire, in the
eighteeth, to the erecd of Christendow. And [ wil
‘ot judge him on rere hearsay evidence; he shali
cspeak for himself, '
tItis barely three years sinee hie published an edi-
Hion of lis palitical wiitings, with an elaborate pre-
face, containing a defence and exposition of bis opi-
{nions; framed tor the meridian of Logland.  What
vis the fundamental basis of the Mazzini school T Tt
i bim tell you himsell—
% Young Ualy rejected, at once and equally, mate-
| riatism and superstition. 1t declared that, in order 10

[ lialy must emancipate herselt at the saine time Srom
ithe ofd Cutholic helicf, and [rum the materialism ot 1he
teighivent) cenlury.? o
',l | # Ttaly nust emancipate herseif from the old Ca-
tih
iﬁgurc of speccl, without practical import. ‘The im-
placable anarchist denies you this illusion s’ -
“ The Papuacy,?” he says elsewherq, 5.4 mn’-}m
*  Batldo not quarrel only with the Papacy.
temporal power. We have-higher, holigr aimst
say the Popé is no Pope atall.” < ¢ We aim at the
destrietion, at the abelition of the Papacy, both os o
spirttuad power and « lemporal power.” C

And where does Mr. Mazzini seck his allies in this
work 7 From the No-Popery fuction of LEngland,
who tate Treland as Cromwell and Carhapplon hamd
ker. ‘

“ There exists Che says) greal agitation at the pro-
sent oment in Protestant lngland on aceount of the
aitempted encreachments of Catholicism.  Think you
that these attempts would have taken place i the peo-
ple’s banner were still Hoating a1 Rowme ?  Think you
that the Pope would have seut his Catliolic hierarchy
froin Gaeta ?

¢ Papacy excluded from Rome is, it is well known.
Papacy excluded from [taly. " VPapacy exziuded from
Yty is Papacy excluded from Europe. Place the Pepe
al Liyous or Seville—ke will no longer be Pope; he will
only be a dethroned king.??

This is the programme of Mr, Mazzini—to abo-
lish, 5004 the sovercignly of the Prince of Lome, but
the aulhority of the Vicar of Christ. "The exact
bargaiu is proposed in terms: help us to null down
the ope, and we will pull down his religion, and
mehap set up yours in its place :—

“ We have somelimes been asked i, when once
emancipated, we should proelaim oursclves Protes-
tants? It is not for individuals to reply. The coun-
try, free to interronate nself, will foliow the inspira-
tions that God will send it., * * Bat this, with
my hand upou my heart, I can answer to them—~

¢ ¢ Catholicism is dead. [Religion is eternal.
will be the soul ; the thought of the new world, * * *
But, in order that the death of Catholicism may be
revealed to men, the air must circulate freely and
reach, in order to destroy, the corpse which stands as
yet erect. In order that man may invoke with pnrity.
enthusiasm, and love, the truth of God, lie, must by

-

j emancipated from a slate which teaches him immora-

lity, egotism, hatred, and mistrust 5 and, in order that
the truth may triumph over error, it must be free to
proelaim itselt in the full light of day. = Thisconsnm -
ralion we can ofler in czchange for the support which
we demand.? S .
« Josepir Mazzing?.

Of this new creed two preachers have appeared in
England and America—Mazzini’s. personal friends
and polifical disciples: T'o name them supersedes alt
description — Achilli and Gavazzij ihe libidinous
priest, and the renegade whose last . footsieps on the
soil of America were'splashed in Irish blood.. . .

But Mazzini wants the common virtue of fidelity
to hisallies. . More recently, Lo gain the Continental
Deists, he has thrown Exeter :Hall overboard, and
proposed to substitute for the Catholic Church, not
Tnglish Protestantism, but a hideous : salmagundisof
“ notions” collected by the ageney of universal. suf-
frage! Let usnot speak of the profanity of 'this
shallow  coxcomb. laying' his” hand on! the ‘Holy:of
1Tolies ; but consider the scope of his -capacity, who
thinks that our'perverse: human nature, which falls
into.continua! insubordination, andineglect: of; lawa
delivered by the voice of Ged..on- Sinai,.or~-on Csl-

the-ballot;—b‘ox.‘

vary, will-bow down befare ithe: fortuitdns progeny:of
- Hereiare hi§ words:=—: .- {- - 5oz
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olic belief.” DPerhaps you will fancy this is some:
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