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An Easter Meditation.

Ox s Sunday morning a little more than eighteen
hundred years agy an cvent took place which
chunged the crrrent of history and gave to the
world & new purpose. In a garden outside the
wall of Jeruealem x tomb had been opened to
recetve the body of a young wan whose life,
fraught with promixe, had come to a sudden
end. A jittle group of men and women who kad
loved this youth well and had hoped much from
him, bat had leen bitterly disappointed in his
failure, dropped their tears upon his corpse and
then laid it awsy in the grave while the world
went on ite way regardless of that sepulehre in
the gerden,

Let us supposs for one moment that the eal on
that tomb had remained unbrolien, and that the
body it contained had goue back to dust ; that he
were still lying “in that lone Byrian town,” with
the Syrian stars Jooking down upon his ushes,
What then! Then there would bave heen no
Christian Church, no Christiun civilizaticy, no
Christian Sabbath, no Christian Seriptures—and
for us no Hebrew Scriptures either 3 no Christian
faith rising above the clouds, and no Christian
hope with its anchior withpn the veil] T¢ one

”
» -

—

- .y

B A ok upoe & Crewding

or Arvermme city o day be
wer'd mee mo chosit EPOR A
Friztizg Be-renvard ard
wouid Rear no ebprch hes
®oth sbadr aegow e He
2 ight s the miramr. F o
Moxe u-dun b2 R
bear the ol Fampenss 0
Sy ran aree and s
W be bt som the tener
3 prgodd and incetee via, z
wedore the Dnage of Budolog
He wight listen to e reald.
ing of the Koran or of e
fucien, Lot be wonld sie.cr
tave read the Guspd acoord.
iug to Jobu and F Epistie
0 1he Ephesinus, Al the
wealth wrgped up in Clris-
ity wonld have besy lost
to the world in that vlosed
sepalchire o0 Calvary !

Bat Sunday morning came
to that grave by Jerusalem,
and the sun looked upon a broken seal, a stone
roiled away, an empty tomb, a risen Christ! On
that day a halfdozen women and a dozen men
swole out of their hiditz-places to look with mingled
fear ard hope on that deserted sepulchre. Now
the whole world surrsunds it, while Easter carols

Arzrn

houdred miilion hearts. * Cheist is risen”
oul frows a hundred thousand pulpite,. “He is
rizen indeed” echioes from as many choirs.

If in all the year there is one day which it is
well to crlebrate it is that day which marks our
Lord’s arising from the grave ; for it seta the seal
of trath upon the record of his jife and proclaims
that he is what be claimed to be the Son of God
and *he Saviour 6. %e world, It shows that he is
divine while human, and while standing on the
carth and not ashamed to call us brethren I is
able to save to the uttermost and to lift us up to
God. Tt gives 4 new hope to the heart of man, for
in bis resurrection we see the promise and potency
of our resurrection und the well-founded hope of
our immortality.

“Now is Cbrist risen from the dead, and become
the first-fruits of them that slept.”—Our Youth.

Learning to Take Part,

In young people’s meetings, it is well that ag
many of the members as possible take part esch
week. Some may make prayers, others speak a
few words, and others may only read a verse of
Scripture. But most young people find it hard at
first to take any part, however small, in a public
meeting. In sowe churches there are “schools of
practice,” where those who cannot face a fuil meet-
ing may gain confidence by exercise in a less
public way.

In one church, for instance, in which there are
# great many young people, a copany of the
younger men and of the older boys meets in a
yuiet room for half-an-hour every Sabbath morn.
ing, before the church service, A topic is chosen
in advance, und one of the number leads and the
others take part—reading or praying or saying a
fow words. After a few weeks they become able
to take part in the larger meeting of the young
people. In this way many took their first lessons
who are now eloquent and forceful in exhortation
and earnest and impressive in prayer,

In another church, the superintendent of the
Sabbath-school gathered about him for an hour

svery week a number of young men, and patiently
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 taught them how to take
{ creditable and edifying
! read, aud corrected their faults until they learned
'to read graccfully and effectively. He had {hem
speak, and pointed out to them their errors, and
*aught them how to speik so0 that people would
care to listen to them, and would be interested and
upon them to pray, and told
them their faults of manner in prayer. Thus he
made the meeting a real school of the most practical
kind, in which a company of twenty-five young
fellows learned lessons they will never forget, and
marks of which they will bear through all their
years in their ability to take part in religicus and
other meetings. — Forward.
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Fuss is Not Work. .

You may see this any day and anywhere. As
you go along, you see two horses harnessed together
before a car. One of them makes a great fuss,
as if he had all the world behind him, and was in
eager huste to get it just where e wants it to be.
He dances and prances, Jumps up and down, and
springs into the coliar with alf his might, and then
falls back from it, because sll does not give way to
him. Tke other makes no fuss at all. ¥e stops
and starts at the signal, wastes no strengh in
violence, but puts his whole weight into the collar
Just when it 15 needed.

The one makes the fuss—the other does the
work., ‘What is the difference? The one is restive
—the other is docile. The one is in his own will—
the other is in the will of his master.

How like some Christians that you and I could
name! One is restive—thn other docile. The one
is in his own will—the other is in the Lord’s will.
The one stops when he ought to go, and starts
when he ought to stand. The other is obedient in
his faith, and so quick to hear the voice of the
Lord, that—like the docile horse, which does not
require bit or rein or word, but, catching the con-
ductor’s signal, stops at the bell tap—he moves
forward at the right mowent, and at the right
moment stops, wlhether in word or deed.

The one wmakes all the fuss—the other does all
work. The way to work wisely and well is to
present yourself a living sacrifice unto God, and
let his will be your will, and 30 prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God every
day all your life long.—The Christian at For

Praver, if it be done as a task, is no prayer,
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