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GI.ORY BE'C TlO TIIE MOST' PRECIOUS 1',1.00J ! i~

the horrible scourging. This dii flot stfl ".-e for I-lis love.
After cleath He would stili tcstifv to 1lis atiniite and God-
like charity by fulfihling in H-irnself, in a sensible and cor-
poral nianner, the words of the bridegroomi in the cani-
ticles :'I Thou hast wvounded miv heart, mnv sister, miv
spouse. " Hence the opening of I-is H-eart by the sol-
dier wvho, in the performance of tliis action -whichi looks
like a deed of unnecessarv cruelty, wzas gruided bv a direct
inspiration of Providence.

The streani of mningled Blood and wvater whichi isstied
from the cleft iii ouir Lord"s side typifies te Sacramients,
especially tlîat of baptîsmi whichi cleanses our souls andi
niakes us children of Cxod ;, it also synibolizes the Eucha-
rist in wvhich we receive the B3ody and 1310od of Jesus
Christ.

Althioughri the wvound 'vas inflicted 1w a special design
of Providence. vet, the action itself denmands repara-
tion whichi cati be niadt by Iovingly compassionating the
world's Victimi on accouint (if the iheartless treatmient to
wvhichi H-e wvas subjected during life and even after death;
and by ad oringy those last Drops of Blood mwhich spoke so
cloquently of the strengthi and inimortalitv of I-is love.
Neithier ni ust -we forget thiat everv ofience we 1aecnmtc
during life %\,as a sw'ord-thrust air mcd cirectlv ai. the Sacred
I-eart wl'hicli for our sakies eniptied itself of its Treasure-the
Most Precious Blood. Thlis thoughlt should indeed arouse
d1eep contrition, but it miust also awak-en the strongest con-
fidence ; for wvhat could be refused us after such mianifes-
tations of love? Let us in all our sorrowvs, perpiexities
and temptations, and even in our temporal nîiisfortunes,
have imimediate recourse to our crucified Lord and send
up our petîtions to, heaven iii the îîame of His Adorable
Btood. One of the favors we should préty nîost earnestlv
to receive is that of generositv in God's service. Would
iii not be unsuitable and unjust if sudi a bountiful and
niagnan.imous Master received from us a pitiful, hialf-
hiearted fealty ?

Our Rdeemer did not reserve a single Drop of I-lis
l3lood ; let us flot w'ithold a drop of ours, but instea.-d, de-
vote oùr lives cornpletely and irrevocably to God, givingr
H-im ail the affections of our hiearts and even the blood


