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beneath our feet.

ish, Roley: don't fall on yer precious nose.

*Stop,’ said I, my apprehensions once more
getting uppermost; I have como with you
blindfeld long enough, and I will not go astep
further till you tell mo what you mean, and
where you aro taking moe,’

I reckon,’ ho replied, unmoved, * that you
have como a'most two far to cut it short now.
Long cnough 1 ay, and too long if you bean't
comfortable, Roley. As to whare I am taking
you, wait till you sccs them as scnt mo to look
out for you, and they'll tell you fast cnough.
I thought ashow you wanted tosco old Peggy,’
ho added, finding that I atill held back.

‘Very well,’ I said, * go and fetch Mrs, Ma-
grath hero: bring a light, and Ishall kuow
then that you mean honestly by me.!

¢No, uo,’ said ho; ! that's agia all rules.’

* Then I intend to return by the way I came,’
aaid I

* This way,' sald my guide, once more put.
ting himsclf in motion, ten stepe down, steep:

a full stop, and sourids of many soices in cngcr'educalion had taught we. It had taoght me
conversation, mingled with laughter, fell upen more than this. T had, atleaat, heard of other
my car, at first faintly and afterwards more rotreats, more jealously guarded, into which
torcibly, and, as it scemed, from the ground

only proficients in crimo were admitted, and
it nceded searcely more than a glance at the
conntenances of tho crew by which I was sur-
rounded, to ripen into cortainty tho suspicion
that T had been betrayed by 1y treacherous
old guide, and to raiso in my mind a strong
desire to csespe,

Probably he road this in my couuntenanco,
for before I could utter a word of remonstrance,
ho closed the door by which wo had cntered,
whilo his accomplice, who still held my arm,
whispered {n my ear: ¢ Thoro's no uso trying
it on, Roley, you can'tdo it, you sce, and you
had betterhold your tongae till you are spoken
to.!

I tarned to tho apeaker and encountered
tho coarso and repulsive features of Sloppy
Stevens,

My readers will remember that nearly two
years had clasped since my last interviow with
uy boyhood's tormentor, and they will believe
that his unexpected appearance gavo mo little
reliof now, Thero was, indeed, a gleam of ma.
‘lign:mt satusfaction un his cyuntenanco, which
augured ill for my personal safoty, though why
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ccasation from the business of tho tablo, and
wn oniinous silenco, in tho midst of which I
was hurried 1o the upper end of the vault, and
preseated to the president of the foast, fn whom
[ recognized tho stranger who, two years bofore,
had commended me for my industry and hon-

asty, and given mo fivo sbillings in Smithgeld
market,

¢ No #py, no spy 1" sald ho, startlog from his
scat, nnd compelling mo to #it by his side,

‘It is all right i the Captain answers for
him," aaid & voice from tho further end of the
tablo; *but, hiowsoover, it isn't regulap—*

‘Gontlemen,’ said my new protector, haught
ily, ‘T am not accustomedom—'

‘Hear him! hoar, hicar! shouted two or
threo voices, asaloud muttering arose from
different parts of the table, in which the words
“regular’ and ‘order® wero the most prominent.

‘Gentlemen,” resnned the president, ¢ X am
nol accustomed—that is, I am not partial to
being brought to the bar——'

* Iear! hear!’ onco moro wan shouted amidst
much laughter from tho company,

*—to tho bar,” he repoated, *of oven your
superior and acuto judgements, At a fitting
tie, aud in a moro rogular manner, 1 shall be
happy to introduca to you the young geatleman

'.D.° you though?’ demanded a strangely I had beca thascatrapped ®as not casy to cun-  who honoura as thiscvening with lus prescnco;
familiar voice, close by my cars, and at the jugtaru.  Suif:possession, huwoser, did aot en |2 tlus tune, Ihavoonly 1o say that I shall

samo womnicnt L felt a stronger grasp than that
of thoold man laid on my disengaging arm.

tirely fursake me,
You told me,” [ said, addresing the old

‘ On with him, old Pinotar, and wo'll sco "b“‘l patterrer, "that I should find Mrs, Magrath

ho's mado of,’ and at tho same moment I felt
myself irresistably impelled down tho steep

Is poot ould Pugey yo'ee wishing to wun

presently propase his health, and that we in-
augurate lius adunssion into oure——?
Club,’ suzgeated ono of the company.
I will uot prolong this doscription of a scono

'wluclx I have sufficicnt roason to remomber,

stone steps, tho din from below increasing a8 sarse wid?' inteipused Slopps Stesens, in 8 Let me only add that confounded as I was by

wo descended. then a door was thrown open,
and by the light of a blazing firo and some
half-dozen gutteridg candles stuck into tin
sconces on the damp walls, I found myself in
tho prosence of a largo party of royatorers
seated nt a long table spread with provisions,
tho steam and pleasant odours of which flled
tho large vaulted chamber into which I was
thus unceremoniously introduced.

CHAPIrTER XXVI.
I FIND MYSELF IN YERY EQUIVOCAL SOCIETY
AND CANNOT GET OUT OF IT °

mothing, micthful tone mimicking the well iv
meubered dialxct of my pour old nurse.

*Itold you nothink of the sort, Roloy,

jadded the otd man. Dudn't I tell you, nuw,
{that there was somcbody as wanted 0 aco you
jnost precious 2 and didn 't you come along with |my Tetreat, but [ had ecarcely uttered-a word

me, talkingas I meautold Peggy, when Thadn't
made mention of her n=i, Roley?’

This was very true; and probably my own
cagerness in jumping ata eonclusion had accel.
crated my doom, whatever that might be.

Until now, my involuntary intrusion had not
been observed; and amidst the clamour of

tho cvents of that ovemng, and startled with
the evideut porti into which I'had boon drawn,
[ made afecblo effort to win the ear of the
stranger wio had vindicated mo from the char.
acter of a spy, %0 s to induco him to favour

before ho whispered to mo, stomly, to bo silent
as I valued my safoty.
I obeyed, for prudento told me that the ad-

vico wes not to be despised. I even jolned; -

though sparingly, in the rich and abundant
supper that was provided, and drank a small

It was uot difficult for me to understaud orvoices and the clatter of cating and dl’iﬂ‘fiﬂg stranger.  OF what followed I have a painful
conjecture into what kind of company I hndiulcnsils‘ and vessels, I might yethavo remained and confused remembrance, for I found afters
‘been déceitfully drawn. Iknesw that there juunouced,but from the desperatocffort I made, wards that the wine was drugged.  I.was oon-
;Werg at that timo, as thero aro now, secrct;to escaps from the hands of my two Whiskers' sciyus, howover, that tha supper was but a pro-
.places of rendezvous, to which professed mend-j Rents acquaintance, which drew upon mo the jude to moro scrious business; and I heard,
Jcants resorted at pight to squander in luxurysharp scrutinizing glance of a man ncar the:though almost without the power of comprehen-
-and sensual excess tho ill-gotten gains of theirjdoor, whocried out, * A spy! aspy ! and whoto sion, the details of recent exploits, and plans

miserable trade. This my Whiskers' Rents'sudden cxclamation caused an equally sudden’laid for futdre operations.  T'saw—biust T will-
} W

glasaful of wine, offered me by the mysterious
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