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|Toronto. March 12.—When the On- 
■tario Legislature resumed this after- 

noon the galleries were packed, for a 
statement was expected from the 
Premier in regard to the grave 
charges made yesterday against mem­
bers of the Government by Mr. R. R. 
Gamey, the member for ManitouLi IL 
The visitors were not disappointed; 
for in addition to a statement by the 
Premier, a fighting speech was made 
by Opposition Leader Whit ney.

JOHN LEE SHAKES HANDS.
The members of the House gathered 

in by twos and threes, bit it was near­
ly 30 minutes past the hour for open- 
ing before a member of the Govern­
ment appeared. “I wonder will Strat-

find a parallel for the outrageous pro- 
posal the honorable gentleman has 
dared to make.

"We all know," said Mir Whitney, 
in sarcastic tones, "now the honorable 
At torney-General has so perfected the 
machinery of the law that no guilty 
man may escape. It is well known 
that no man accused of crime, and 
particularly of wrong-doing in cons 
nection with the ballots of the people, 
has escaped trial and punishment for 
these many years.—Laughter. Are 
not the honorable gentlemen afraid, if 
they become involved in the mach nery 
of the law, perfected with such care 
and precision by the Attorney-Genera 
that they will work themselves some 
injury? The honorable Provincial 
Secretary has, I know, some peculiar 
ideas with regard to myself, but I 
want to say in all possible fairness 
that it was not fair to the Premier 
to refer to the Provincial Secretary as 
the accused member. He is only one 
of the accused members. He is en- 
titled to at least this credit, that his 
denial has been heard. The Attorney- 
General, the Minister of Public Works, 
and the Premier, are
ALSO IMPLICATED AND CHARGED
but the Provincial Secretary is the 
only one who has denied the charges. 
The Minister of Public Works can 
surely have no possible denial to the 
charge that he had a guilty knowledge 
of the fact that the honorable member 
for Manitoulin was being unduly in- 
fluenced to support the government."

Mr. Latchford rose in his place, and 
his voice was shaking with anger, "I 
want to deny that here and now," he 
he said.

"The honorable gentleman has inter-
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said an in-ton be in his seat to-day,
terested spectator, and even as he 
spoke the Provincial Secretary ad- 
va need to his desk, followed at short 
intervals by his colleagues. Mr. 
Stratton smiled affably at his fellow- 
members, and his glance was as clear 
and unclouded as that of a man at 
peace with all the world. Wm. C. 
Caldwell, of North Lanark, came to 
Mr. Stratton's side, shook him by 
the hand, and sat down by him, con- 
versing earnestly with him for sev- 
eral minutes. Sturdy John Lee, of East 
Kent, also approached, shook the 
Secretary’s hand, and spoke in low 
tones to him for a brief period. The 
Premier went at once to his own seat. 
There was no smile on his face, and 
his expression was an anxious one. 
The other Ministers moved from one 
desk to another until the Speaker’s 
voice called them to their places, 
where they stood with reverent mien 
while prayer was read.

Premier Ross moved that a Com- 
mission of High Court Judges be ap­
pointed to hold an investigation im- 
mediately, and that the House ad­
journ for three weeks, by which time 
it was expected the Commission would 
be ready to report.

THE PREMIER’S SPEECH.
There was a pause after prayers, 

and then Hon. G. W. Ross rose. He 
wished, he said, before proceeding with 
the orders of the day to refer for a 
few moments to the matter that had 
been brought before them the pre­
vious day by the member for Mani­
toulin. The charges made by that

Three Ministers Besides Stratton now Implicated - Govern­
ment Tottering to its Fall in Leep Disgrace.

I We’ve Some Dainty Wash Goods
- We want you to see—exceptionally good values. ed to investigate the charges made 

by Mr. Gamey, and that the House
Now, I may assume, I suppose, that 

the member for Manitoulin has made 
these charges
ON HIS RESPONSIBILITY AS A 

MEMBER
of this House, and that the papers 
he left in the hands of his leader, or 
alleged leader, yesterday, are avail­
able. I suppose I am right, Mr. 
Speaker.

There was a pause, and the Premier 
repeated his question to Mr. W hitney, 
who turned to Mr. Gamey.

"Let me say to the hon, the Pre­
mier.” said Mr Gamey, jumping up, 
"that I made my statement yesterday, 
and when I have anything further to 
say in this House I shall stand up to 
say it.”

Mr. Ross—The hon. gentleman can­
not escape in that way. He has made 
statements, and if he is not willing to 
accept the responsibility for them we 
will see that in some other way he

adjourn for three weeks. The motion

Prints, Ginghams and Muslins.
Printed and woven in more delightful colors and de­
signs than you’ve dreamed of—and priced so that to 
miss them seems wilful extravagance.

was, he said, in precisely the same 
terms as that moved by Mr. Mowat 
in 1884.

"I hope, Mr. Speaker, the House will 
approve of the resolution so that we 
can proceed with this investigation 
without delay," concluded Mr. Ross.
SPECTATORS APPLAUD WHITNEY.

The Premier resumed his seat amid 
dead silence from the ranks of the 
Liberals. The stillness was broken as 
the leader of the Opposition rose to 
reply, his supporters applauding him 
vigorously. The enthusiasm spread to 
the galleries, and from the eastern 
end of the Speaker’s gallery there 
came a particularly hearty sound of 
hand-clapping This brought the 
Premier to his feet, and there was 
much indignation in his voice as the 
called the Speaker’s attention to the
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rupted me" said Mr. Whitney. "He 
should wait till I have finished."

"I beg the honorable gentleman’s 
pardon," said Mr. Latchford, as he 
sat down.

Mir. Whitney then read Mr .Latch- 
ford’s letter to Mr. Gamey. acknow- 
ledging receipt of the latter’s list of 
desired road appropriations.

"I take this as a proof that the hon- 
orable gentleman knew that the mem­
ber for Manitoulin was not going to 
vote as a straight Conservative ; or 
he would not be receiving such favor- 
able condit ion for this road grants. We 
all know that larger grants are made 
to the constituencies of government 
supporters than to those of Opposition 
members.

"But I will go on to a more impor­
tant member of the government," con- 
tinned Mr. Whitney. He read extracts 
from Mr. Gamey’s statement that he 
had been given, by Stratton a letter 
which he was to sign and mail to 
Hon. G. W. Ross. He
MAILED THE LETTER TO ROSS, 
but altered it first, and when be was 
next in Toronto Stratton asked him 
why he had altered the letter? "What 
letter?" went on Mr. Whitney. "The 
letter that was mailed to the Hon. 
G W. Ross. How did Mr. Stratton 
know it was altered— Applause - unless 
the person to whom it was addressed 
or some other person had shown it to 
him, and shown him that there were 
alterations?

Proceeding, the Opposition leader 
repeated that Mr. Stratton was the 
only member of the Government who 
had yet denied the charges of the 
member from Manitoulin. It might be 
possible that the Premier was ignor­
ant of all the goings on up to a certain 
point, but did he not know something 
of them? He (the speaker) would say 
in confidence that all reasonable men 
would agree with him when he said 
that the accused would find it neces­
sary to make their defence include 
not only the Provincial Secretary, but 
three other members of the Govern­
ment,and the very idea of these- gen- 
tlemen presuming to name their own 
judges, would, if it were not such a 
serious matter, provoke laughter. 
Premier Ross wanted the question
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Conversation gentleman were of a most serious 
character. He had stated to the House 
yesterday that his colleagues, the Pro­
vincial Secretary, denied these charges 
in toto, particularly that portion 
which was of a serious and corrupt 
character. He fully believed the state- 
ment of his colleagues. He had un-

I bounded confidence in his honor, in his 
integrity and in his fidelity to his 
oath of office. In the Long time that 
Mr. Stratton had been known to him­
self and colleagues, they had found 
him trustworthy, and they did not 
believe he was capable of betraying 
that trust. "We do not,” he continued, 
"believe he has betrayed that trust, 
notwithstanding the grave and serious 
charges made against him by the 
member for Manitoulin. But that is 
not a sufficient answer to these 
charges. In the interests of the Gov- 
eroment, in his own interests, in the 
interests of the honor and dignity of 
this House, we cannot for one mon- 
ent permit these charges to stand 
without investigation, and we propose 
to have that investigation. I in­
formed His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor Last evening that these 
charges had been made, and that they 
would be investigated. The Govern- 
ment propose to proceed immediately 
with that investigation, consistent 
with the interests of justice, and with 
such facilities for examination as cir­
cumstances will warrant. We pro­
pose to proceed by

A ROYAL COMMISSION.
We think that there would be delay if 
the charges were referred to a com­
mittee of the House, and we do not 
want delay. We think a Commission 
of Judges of the High Court will be 

• more satisfactory to all parties con-

MRS. BROWN:
“Will you be kind enough to tell me please, why you always 

buy your shoes at Turrill’s?"

MRS. JONES
“Certainly my dear Mrs. Brown, I will tell you why I do it, 
In the first place I am sure of the quality of the Shoes I 

buy at Turrill’s.
Then I am positively certain that I can get there more stylish 

Shoes than I have ever been able to buy anywhere else.
Besides, it’s a great comfort to get a Shoe that is stylish, and 

that fits the foot nicely, without cramping the toes.
Then again, I can buy Shoes there in all kinds of leather, n 

all sizes, and in all widths, and I know they are made as well as 
Shoes can be made, and just think of it! I pay only from 
two to three dollars per pair.”

MRS. BROWN :
“Well, well I’ll go to Turrill’s myself for my next pair of 

Shoes.”

is obliged to accept responsibility for 
them. We shall not allow any mem-| 
ber of this House to make charges 
against other members without put; 
ting him in the position to prove these: 
changes, or showing that he cannot; 
prove them. It is the position we will 
put the hon. member for Manitoulin 
in as speedily as possible.

"I am going to move, then, for the 
appointment of a Commission, and. 
that the House

ADJOURN FOR THREE WEEKS, 
pending the investigation and the re- 
port of the Commissioners. I do not 
think that either side of the House 
can comfortably go on with business 
while an investigation of this kind is 
being held. Secondly, I do not think 
the members of the Government, 
having their personal honor at sake, 
can give their attention to public 
business while an investigation is

fact that spectators were applauding.
The Speaker rebuked the offenders 

and warned them if the rules of the 
House were not respected the galler- 
ies would be cleared.
MIR WHITNEY HAS THE FLOOR.

“So it seems that the decision is 
that the accused are to choose their 
own tribunal," was Mr. Whitney’s 
forceful opening remark. “They have 
been accused before this house, and 
before the country of matters so grave 
that they may not be lightly or hastily 
disposed of; yet they come before the 
people and say, ‘We are accused of 
high crimes and misdemeanors, bur 
will answer to no tribunal save one 
appointed by ourselves.’ It is an af- 
feoting climax to the conduct of the 
Government of the country for the 
past few years. The honorable gentle­
men opposite know they have ho 
safety except the dice be loaded, ex- 
except they name their own tribunal. 
They apparently feel confident that 
they can continue in the security they 
have enjoyed for the past few years, 
but I would warn them that the pitch- 
er may go once to often to the well. 
They must not think that the people 
will be willing to further condone 
their actions without protesting

considered at once, and in the mean- 
time proposes to make the Legisla- 
ture powerless — i
EMASCULATE THE WILL OF THE

PEOPLE
of the Province of Ontario. What rea­
son could be given for asking for an 
adjournment except that the Govern- 
ment did not date, for some time nt 
least, face the House ?

Mr. Whitney, continuing, argued 
that the investigation should be con­
ducted by the House, and showed that 
the scandal of 1884 was referred to the 
committee on elections; and only be- 
cause there was not time to conclude 
the enquiry before the House adjourn­
ed was it subsequently transferred to 
a judicial committee. Mr. Whitney 
read a number of quotations regarding 
this investigation, and that concern­
ing the Pacific scandal, in which Mr. 
Ross himself had strongly argued in 
favor off the House exercising itself 
the right to investigate.

NO BULDOZING THIS TIME.
Again Mr. Whitney demanded to 

know why the Legislature should be 
banished for three weeks at the re­
quest of the Premier, who, whatever 
he chose to do, rested confident in the 
immunity from punishment he had 
hitherto enjoyed, but he did not pro­
pose to allow Mr. Ross to bulldoze the 
House on this occasion, and wished 
that to be distinctly understood. If he 
could prevent it he would not allow an 
adjournment. Anything might hap­
pen, from larceny to murder, during 
the investigation into Mr. Gamey’s 
charges, and the House would be 
emasculated. If, for instance, some 
startling evidence were brought out 
during the hearing, nothing could be.

Continued on Page 4.

THAT’S THE WAY THEY TALK IT.

the Shoe ManTURRILL,
NEW YORK AND BOSTON.

Horses Wanted. cerned. The committee on Elections 
and Privileges would necessarily be 
composed of a majority of supporters 
of the Government, and any special 
committee would be similarly compos­
ed. Should their finding exculpate 
the Provincial Secretary, it would be 
said that it was a partisan finding 
Those who are prone to believe the 
charges against the Government 
would disbelieve the finding of the 
committee, and instead of settling the 
matter it would have the opposite ef­
fect. On the other hand, judicial de- 
cisions in this country are received 
with a great deal of confidence. Sel­
dom even have election courts dis­
played partisanship. We are but fol- 
lowing the precedents in appointing a 
Judicial Commission. The reference 
by the Dominion House of the charges 
respecting the Pacific Railway to a 
Commission in 1884, when charges 
made against certain people of at­
tempting to corrupt members of the

Are you contemplating a trip East 
to these points ! If so, consult Mr. 
Rispin, of King street, and he will 
tell you that the Wabash-West Shore 
route is the popular one. Through 
sleeper and coach without change.

We do not think that wegoing on. 
should go8 Until further no- 

no tice, HAROLD W.SMITH of 
A Toronto, will be Diesen at Wm. Gray

& Co. 
inlets Factory ..
EVERY SATURDAY
to purchase horses. The highest cash 
prices will be paid.

on with public business
Wewhile such a cloud rests over us.

want to say to this House and to this 
country that unless our character is 
above suspicion we do not want 
longer to govern this country.—Liber- 
al applause. If we are guilty of 
these changes wc are unworthy to sit 
here and ask the hon. gentlemen of 
this house and the country to give 
us their confidence, and to bring down 
any measure to this house. In order, 
then, to facilitate this investigation it 
is proposed that parties on both sides 
shall appoint counsel, junior and sen­
ior, the expense to be borne by the 
House It is a state prosecution, prac- 
tically—the state is bound to provide 
for having the prosecution complete 
in all its details. We think that with­
in three weeks the examination can 
be concluded, and the report return­
ed to His Honor."

The Premier then moved that "two 
judges of the High Court be appoint-

In the little disputes of life don’t 
put all the blame on the other fellow.

L. J. ATWATER, 
COMMISSION BROKER, 

Stocks, Bonds, Grain, Provisions.

against this further outrage upon 
propriety. We are also told that it 
is to be a state prosecution, forgooth! 
It is a strange thought that a Luber- 
al Premier, in this 20th century, 
should be found declaring that there 
is to be a prosecution in which
THE PROSECUTORS PROSECUTE

THEMSELVES
before their own tribunal, and we are 
further told that by the gracious 
kindnesses of the accused the accusers 
are to be permitted representation by 
counsel. We may search history and 
the law records, but we will nowhere

I11 11 i
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