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It cannot be otherwise, whenever we know oure
selves in Christ. Do yo": think { can do anything
but glory in being in Christ, and like Christ in
glory? Of such a one I will, Let no pretended
humility deprive us of this. It is legalism, Of -
myself, of that of which I have the living consciouse
ness as a man down here, I cannot glory, unless °
it be in those sufferings for Christ and infirmities
of whatever kind they may be, connected with
them, which are used to put the flesh down, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.

I would add to these, one collateral observation,
The Lord can unite discipline with positive suffers '
ing for Christ, though the two things are quite
distinct. When Paul was subjected to contempt
in his preaching, it was for Christ’s sake he suf-
fered, yet the form of it was, we have seen, a dis-
cipline to prevent kis being puffed up. This may
be seen doctrinally stated in Hebrews xii. 2-11,
In verses 2-4, we suffer with Christ, striving
against sin, even to martyrdom and death. ' In
verses 5-11, the same process is the discipline of
the Lord, that we may be partakers of His holi-
ness. How wise and most gracious of the Lord’s
ways to turn our needed discipline into the privilege
of suffering for Christ’s sake, so that we can glory
in our infirmities! There is chastening which has
not this character, being for positive evil. In this,
doubtless, we have to thank God, but it is another
thing.

In fine, before God we have the ‘“man in Christ ”




