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SEVERAL conjeflures prcfent tkemfeWei conccraing the

origin of navigation. Various accidents aiid event* nuglit

have given birth to that art. The fea-coads in mnny pljcrs

are fullofiflandi, at no great didance from the continent.

CurioAty would naturally infpire men with an inclination to

pafs over into thefe iflands. Ai this paffage would not appear
either very long, or very (kiRgfrous, they would attempt it.

Succcfi in one of thefe attempt! would encourage to a fecond,

Pliny relates, that anciently they failed only among iflantfi, k
that on ratti.

Fifhing, to which fevcral nations applied themfelves In the

earlieft ages, might alfo contribute to the origin of navigation.
I am, however, much inclined to think, that the ftrft ideas of

this art was owing to thoft nations which were featcd near the

mouths of rivers, where they fell into the fca. As they failed

upon thefe rivers, they would fometimes be carried oat to fea,

either by the current, by a dorm, or erftn by defign. They
would be terrified at firll at the violence ot the waves, and the

dangers with which they threatened them. But when they had
got over thefe firft terrors, they would foon be fenfible of the

great advantages the fea might procure them, Ac of confequence
would endeavour to find out the means of failing tpon it.

In whatever way mankind became familiar with that ter-

rible element, it is certain, that the firft effays in navigation

were made in the mod ancient times. ~ Mofes informs us» that

the grandfons of Jephet paffed over into the iflands near the

continent,, and took pofTefTion of them. It is alfo an undoubt-
ed fa£^, that colonies very foon failed from Egypt into Greece.

Sanchoniatho afcribes the invention of the art of bjiiding

(hips, and the glory of nndcrtaking fea-voyages, to the Cabe-
rites. The ancient traditions of the Phccnicians make the

Cabcrites cotemperary with the Titans.

Experience foon convincing them, that fhips dt*fij»ncd for

navigating the fcas ought to be of a different condru£lion from

ihofe intended for rivers, they would make it their tUdy to I

give fuch a form and folidity to (hips defigned fur the fca, as I

wduld enable them to re(ift the impetuofity of its waves.
*

They would next endeavour to dnd out a method of guiding
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