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PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDITURES,

The newspapers supporting the Opposition in the local
House are endeavoring to make it appear that My. Flem-
ming has committed an unpardonable offence in making
necessary repairs to a large number of bridges in every
section of the Province that were in a dangerous con-
dition, It has already been explained that when the old
Jovernment went out of power in 1908 they not only left
the treasury of the Public Works Department empty, as
almost every dollar of the appropriation for 1908 was
exhausted in the payment of accounts for work done the
previous year, but they also left hundreds of bridges much
out of repair. = The worst of these bridges were attended
to during the summer of 1908, and in the two years sue-

ceeding many more were rendered safe, but in 1911 the
condition of some of the most important bridges in the
Province was such that they had to be repaired or serious
Tesults would follow.

Two courses were open to the Government. One was

to borrow the money as a special loan and the other was
to overdraw the account, and either enlarge the grant for
the ensuing year or curtail the expenditure, Both of
these can re: v be done, as 80 much money has been ex-.
pended on the repairs of bridges and wharves since the
present Government assumed office that it will not be

Recessary to contifine expenditur®s on such a lavish scale

as during the past three years Still it must be borne in
mind that the expenditure for this purpose will always be
a large one, as the bridges, great and smalil jn this Prov-

ince, number thousands.

An examination of the expenditures of the Public
Works Department for the past two years will prove to
anyone that Mr. Flemming might very easily have avoid-
ed the so-called deficit had he allowed the bridges to re-
main out of repair as the former Administration had done.
The total expenditures of the Public Works Department
for the past two years are as follows:

Legislative buildings and offices
Normal School building., ..., ..
Provincial Hospital building ..
Bteam igation .. s vu s ee oo 10,60549

Whary o e 68 e 0e se a8 wa 23,178.50
1 T e A A e

Bridges (ordinary) .. .. .. oo

Maces’ Bay Sea Wall, ete, .. .. ..
Miscellaneous .. .. .. .i v e

Total .. .

7
The above figures s
$87,318.23 more in 1911 th

w that' the Government spent
1 in 1910, of which $73,604.60
was for bridges and $0 for roads, and a special
expenditure of $5,4 walls which the old Gov-
ernment would certainly have charged to capital account,
As already stated it would have been very easy for Mr,
“lemming to have avoided a deficit and at the same time
cr ed a surplus of $28,000 by following the precedent of
his predecessors in office.

If anyone doubts that such methods were pursued let
bhim carefully examine the reports of the Auditor General
of 1906 and 1907 and the Public Works Report of the same
year. On pages 74, 75 and 76 of the Public Works Report
1906 the total expenditures are given in a tabulated
statement as $219 26 and the receipts as $197,484.43.
The balance against the department at the beginning of
the year is stated at $25,028.41, making the total over-
expenditure for the two years $4 22.24. No reference
Wwhatever is made to any other over-expenditure anywhere
n the report and the details only are given of the expedi:
ture made public in the report. In the Auditor General's
consolidated revenue account published on page 81 of the
Publie Accounts Report the expenditure for public works
is set down as $197,25 Why there should be such a
difference in the accounts of the Auditor General and the
Secretary of the Board of Works can possibly be explain-
ed by the Auditor General who, on page 122 of his report
of the ves the total expenditures of the Publie
Works Department as $242,663.26, which includes $23,000
for interest and sinking, which agrees with the report of
the Secretary of the Public Works Department. If the
slatement in the body of the auditor’s report is correct,
and, as it Is accompanied by vouchers it probably is, the sur-
plus of $8,136.01 claimed by the Government for 1906 was
converted into a deficit of $14,092.25, which depends en-
tirely whether the statement on page 11 of the Auditor
General's report or that on page 122 is accepted.

But this difference is as a mere nothing compared
with what was the actual condition of affairs in this de-
partment under the old Government. On the liability
side of the balauce sheet on page ¢ of the Auditor Gen-
eral’'s report, the following imstructive paragraph ap-
pears:

for

same year, g

Public Works Department—
Over-expenditure on ordinary account .,., $ 47,122.24
Advanced by Bank of B.N.A, for Public Works 149,943.73

TOtAl co wa me wo as wu ma wa 0w on 20 me $197,065.97

Of the over-expenditure on ordinary account the pub-
lic is made awarg through the reports. Regarding the
other and larger expenditure no mention whatever is made
either in the report on Public Works or in the Consolidated
Revenue Account. The amount was so large and abso-
lutely without legislative authority of any kind that it is

quite pessible that the bank refused to carry it longer as
& temporary loan and the Government obtalned legislative

authority to add the to the

debt. On

page 13 of the Public Works Report for 1907 the Secre-
tary, under the heading “Statement of Over-expenditure
by Board of Works at 31st of October, 1906, provided for

ary account, Oct. 31, 1906,
"»‘.. $¢ 4 ve ae 0¥ w6 en
; *4 4n pn s od os an ae

es e 0 wu

blobject is to insure proper attention and a square deal for
those delinguents and unfortunates who are in need of a
3 L:lping hand.

" |gravity of the assault upon him.
396867 . to knock out the suffragette
would bave recelved two months. :

{every year the defunct “claimed !
surplus of revenue over expenditure. It was easy to get
such surpluses with their method
In March, 1908, the old Governme
er. They had claimed another surplus for 1807, but
'when the accounts were gone into it was discovered that
a large number of bills in connection with the Public
Works Department, all for work done prior to Oct, 31,
1907, had been pald. After the close of the fiscal year
these accounts were charged and added to the funded

Thus in a few years the old Government not only ex-
pended all the legislative grant for public works but add-
ed to the publjc debt the following:

ce e es as oo an e as ee $160,000.00
1906 co o0 oo o0 oo 197,065.97
31, 1907 o0 oo ve oo 157,879.69

On Account Freshets
Over-expenditure to Oct.
Over-expenditure to Oct

Total so de oo o0 oo oo 2e vo ou ou no oo $004,945.66

Here is half a million added to the debt and practical-
Iv no account given of the expenditure. Mr, Flemming
has not added a cent to the funded debt for the same ex-
penditures. Every dollar has so far been met from cur-
rent revenue and every dollar is accounted for, Every
safeguard that is pessible is thrown round the expendi-
ture. All the returns are made under oath, and if there
is dishonesty there is also perjury. Mr. Flemming has
certainly no reason to fear public opinion because he has
honestly admitted an over-expenditure which his prede-
cessors and their apologists in the present House would
hide from the public if possible,

CITY WELFARE DEPARTMENT.

Kansas City has an interesting municipal department
in its Board of Public Welfare that is proving, according
to a report in the Winnipeg Tribune, even more satisfac-
tory than was expected when it was established two years
ago. It is a branch of the city government conducted by
a nonpartisan board of five appointed by the mayor. The

The department is not organized as a char-
ity institution. Its work is broader and more helpfal
than that of handing out temporary relief. It undertakes
to assist those in need of help to get together accurate
data on conditions in the city for the guidance of all’who
are working for the advancement of unfortunates; and it
also co-ordinates the work of the various agencies.

The board conducts a Social Service Department in
co-operation with other organizations that are %orking to
assist the unemployed and the homeless. A municipal
employment bureau and municipal stone quarry are oper-
ated by the board directly, in order to take care of those
not providédfor by the privat# societies and organizations,
An anti-loan shark bank is conducted by the board with
funds provided from private sources. More than 100
loans are made each month. A municipal farm has been
established on which men sentenced to the workhouse are
given employment. The old workhouse building has been
converted into a reformatory for women. The board
takes care of the families of men sent to the workhouse,
when those dependents need such care, and provision is
made to turn over to them what the husband or father
earns. A parole department is conducted in connection

ing of great benefit.*

A Recreation Department looks after the condition of
the dance halls in the city and sees to it that no girls
under seventeen are permitted in the halls; that the
places are closed at midnight and that the dances are con-
ducted in an orderly manner. A Legal Aid Bureau is
maintained to furnish free legal advice to those in need of
it. A large percentage of the cases are wage claifng that
would not be collected without such an agency as the
burean. There are about fifteen of those handled each
day, and during the first eight months $6,046.40 was col-
lected. g

A Bureau of Research fs maintained. Those in charge
make investigations of unemployment, the social evil, the
charitable situation, housing, wage conditions and other
problems directly involved in the work of the department.
The bureau also furnishes rellable information in regard
to charitable organizations and other agencies that are at
work. It is, in fact, a city department for handling in a
comprehensive manner the problems that are found in
every city and too often are bungled. The duccess Kan-
sas City is having will prompt other municipalities to con-
sider seriously whether they too would not profit by main-
taining similar departments,

Current Comment

(Toronto News.) 25

By agreement between both sides of the House Parlia-
ment some years ago forbade civil servants to engage in
polities, so that the guilty parties have gone wrong with
their eyes open. But there showld be no what-

strong, and M. E. Agar were app
ed a committee to make the necessary
arrangements,

with the municipal farm and reformatory, and it is prov-|s

debt. They were as follows: A meeting of the executive of
moral and social reform council wa
Balance OPdInary ACCOURLS ..« vy vs «o oo +o § 11,002.30 | ROl Festigar St N i of the
Bupte. ROAS <o 4 - vs s Gh4h db shoaw an - SHOBOLTRERS B e VAR sih No
e e .| Richardson, J. Willard Smith, &f. |
St. John County Byeroads .. .. s su a» o»  1237.16) Agar, Dr. G. U. Hay, J. 8. Ar )
Special ROMIB .. o 46 oo 4o o 4o wn oh ne 6,949.68 | Rev. W. R. Robinson, Major ‘:ﬁ N
Ordinary Bridges, Wharves .. .« «. 4s as oo 86,147.06 m g'-, Wilson, A. Malcolm A
Steam Navigation .. «s o be oo oo 0o oo ou  14,800.00 It was arranged 1o Hold the Annual
Legislative Buildings .. «s <o oo .o oo 1,383.80 meeting in the Y. M. C. A. rooms on
Normal Behotl .. <« «v os is ss 30 A0 40 68 1,671.84 ] the 23rd inst. at 2 o'clock p. m. A
Provincial Hospital Buildings .. .. .e e §,119.25 :ommt]l:)nicntslan hlvludh:‘en ';«;dv::
7 rom Drs. Shearer an oore in
Slfrev.y Bonds Supts. of Roads .. e en 4@ g(ﬁ(ﬁ)ﬂ: faretios to hOTAIDE & Sanlarance GWFNE
MisScellaneous e «e oo ae oo sa oo oo %o 4w 204, the first part of Mareh to be address-
: ed by some of the leading speakers
TOtAl va we e v o su v ss os oo »s $157,879.60 | of the continent on moral and social

questions, it was decided to have the
conference, and Dr. Flanders, A. W.
Robb, Rev, W, R. Robinson, J. S, Arm-

alin
‘on Thu
g & tour ‘of

a

which she visited Italy,
raltar, Morroceo, the Canaries,
deira, Brazil and other South Ameri-
can ports, coming here from New
Yorks After a brief touy of the mari-

ing to England.
Speaking of her former visit to
Canada to a Standard reporter last
evening, Miss Vereker said that she
was surprised to find so wide spread
an appreciation of mvsic in a com-
paratively new country. Montreal in
particular, where the annual opera
is an lished feature of

The following resolution was unank

mously passed: That in view of the
fact that the question has been public-
v raised as to the moral value of the

section of the liquor license act which
requires a full view of the barroom
from the street, the executive com-
mittee of the moral and social reform
council of New Brunswick, hereby
place themselves on record as being
emphatically of the opinion that the
said legislation has been productive
of great good.

A number of questions in reference
to legislation along the lines of moral
and social reform were also discuss-
ed and referred to a committee to
prepare and submit to a meeting of
the executive,

Don't Blame Her.

Philadelphia Record:—Bioobs—My

wife thinks it's wicked for me to play

poker.
Slobbs—It is, the way you play it.

Last year we thanked the public for
the best year we had ever had. This
year we give most hearty thanks for
a very much better one.

Our new term will begin Tuesday,
January 2nd. Send for Catalogue.

S. KERR, Principal,

McGILL UNIVERSITY

EXAMINATIONS IN MUSIC.
xaminations in Theoretical mu-
grades will be held on April

Local Examinations in Practical Sub-
jects will be held about a month later.
Application forms, filled in and accom-
panied by fees, must reach the Central
office in Montreal on or before April Ist,
912, Forms and free coples ©
Official Syllabus containing full informa-
tion are obtainable from the cal Secre-
tary, Mr. D. Arnold Fox, 183 Princess St.,
St n, or from the General Secretary,

No. 323 Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal,

Information about the Yearly Kxamin-
ations for Diplomas of Licentiate and De-
gree of Mus. . can be obtained from
the General Secretary, Montreal.

The Examination Board, on application
being made, will be glud to consider any
additions to the present Jist of Local
Ceéntres.

Counters, Shelving,

Mantle Racks, Show Cases,
Umbrella Cases,

Display Tables and Wall Cases.

The Christie Woodwork-
ing Company, Lid.

(Two Factories.)
245, City Road Erin Street

ever to remove officials who have abstained from partisan
activity and performed their departmental duties efficient-
ly. No one should be dismissed upon mere bSusplefon.
In each case the departure from duty should be cleagly
established. (Conservatives who take the culprits’ places
|should shed their partisan activities forthwith, and de-
vote their remaining years exclusively to the service of
the State which employs them and pays their salarjes.

§ R

207 Discount

Store Fixtires ™

the calendar, shows an inelination to
hear better music than the average
city of its size will patronize. *“I hope
to return to Canada,” said Miss Vere-
ker, “and like your last governor
general, when I return jo England, 1
shall feel almo=t a native Canadian.”
During her visit to Chile and Peru,
Miss Vereker prepared some interest-
ing notes descriptive of the country,
which she intends for the basis of a
series of lectures to be delivered at
some future date.

An interesting event in which Miss
Vereker participated in Naples was
the memorial service to King Edward,
held in the church at the English
colony, which, she says, is quite
populous. Miss Vereker has taken
part in a nomber of large concerts,
and during her last trip to this coun-
try, her concerts were under the pat-
ronage of Her Royal Highness the
Princess Christian, sister of the Duke
of Connaught.

CLOSING STOCK LETTER.

By direct private wires to J. C. Mac:
intogh and Co.

New York, Jan. 8.~The action of to-
day’s stock market was extremely dis-
spiriting to either bull or bear. Pri-
ces-moved within a narrow range and
the changes of undertone were influ-
enced chiefly by professional scalp-
ing operations, Little  significance
could be attached to the fluctuation
at any quarter, The undertone was
heavy during the greater part of the
day without, however, any particular
pressure to sell. There was a com-
plete absence of news that was at
all likely to influence the list as a
whole. In the last hour there was a
moderate rally on room short cover-
ing leaving the average level of pri-
ces little changed from Saturday’s
cloge. There is nothing new to be
said about the financial situation. Un-
derlying conditions have materially
improved but this appears to have
bene discounted. The market is too
high to attract outside interest unless
the big interests use the usual tac-
tics to stimulate public demand. For
the time beting those interests seem
io prefer a waiting positiong. Every
sharp advance is met with distribution
while ample support seems to be
forthcoming on every pronounced re-
action, The nature of developments
in politics and in the business world
at large during the next few weeks
will determine the next wide move-
ment of prices. Meantim® a narrow
and professional market seems in im-

mediate prospect.
LAIDLAW & CO
NEW Y—ORK COTTON RANGE,

By direct private wires to J. C.
Mackintosh and Co.

January 8th.

High. Low, Close,
.e 18 2729
e 9 U4 4445
« 961 49 59-—61
JUlY o0 w0 en 992 G0 07
63 7374
ke 8—~79
2 8284
8 88—91

CHICAGO GRAIN AND PRODUCE
ARKE :

By direct private wires
Mackintosh and Co. )

January Sth. -
High. . Low, . Close.
4 Wheat.,
May .. es we 10134 102% - 201
July .. +. oo 955 9514 265
Bept. o, o oo MY 931 93%
Corn.
Jan. s we we . P - 61
May e oo oo 04% 64% G464
July s oo oo 04% 6414 045
Sept. os oo oo 65 64% G645
Oats. i
May we  49% 49% 49
July e 45% 45 453
Sept. 40%  40%  40%
Jan, 16.87 15.87
May 16.22 16.26

16.37
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the way of balms, It

sores, abaceshes, sores,
ﬁmmmh led and cured in this way.
droggists and stores st 50 cents box, or Zam-Buk Co., Toronto,

o ;hi::,un-um
ms and end t! smarting.
-Buk 80 stim cells that
ormed, Eczems,itch, ulcers, eold |
blood poisoning, chronic wound
Use it for
for piles. All

diseases. Itisalsoof great

Diamond Importeds and Jewelers,

WATCHES -

The most critical judge of beauty of design as applied to the hand.
icraft of watch production, will of a surety be more than satisfied with

The Artistic Merchandise

that we are showing in this branch of the jewelier's art. For this sea-
son’s trade.

GOLD WATCHES, GOLD FILLED WATCHES,
cased in Silver, Gun Metal and Nickei.

also  watches

LADIES' AND MISSES' BRACELET-WATCHES  of varlous
styles and prices.
The prices t ghout the whole wide range of our watch stock

are Quality for Quality, the lowest obtainable,

KING STREET.

FERGUSON & PAGE,

41
i

Perfection
Ankle Support

This simple device is made of best
quality steel and is designed to give
weak ankles perfect support while
skating,

« Ahinge and sliding attachment al-
lows the ankles to bend forward and
backward freely, but absolutely pre-
vents them from going sideways.

Made for men, women and children. It has been

widely :adapted by hockey players.

Per Pair $1.00

T. MCAVITY & SONS, Ltd., 13 King St.

Stationery Supplies

A Full Line of Account Books

~Figuring Books, 2 to 16 columns
~ All sizes of Loose Leaf Binders and Holders

in stock and made to order.

BARNES & CO. Lta., a; Prince William 8t.

Th,¢ Empire Typewrite

More than makes good because it costs less in the first p
is clieaper in the long run; does more and better work,

WRITE OR CALL FOR DETAILS AND TERMS,

A Samuiviry Sroch ok sSoms ek hhane ain AIENE

For January

Off Our Entire Line of WATCHES

S ————————— = "
(Toronto Mail and Empire.) = 5
Two months’ imprisonment is by no means sn exces-
sive punishment for the male suffragette who threw :

s o * |brass-bound box at Lloyd George and cut his'eye.  Brit-
by 7th B4, VII, c. 18, part i, gives the following details: |, 5o gl o prisiclple that the
i . § 4712294 |POsition of the injured man has nothing {o do with

—

inany styleof case you may select.
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Matiresses,

s WHOLESALE AND RETAIL e,

CHINGS & CO.

Mlna Manufacturers

101 to 106 GERMAIN STREET. -

enough to need reforming or ! go
b to
the| onough o makio a dsird ’.yngﬁﬂ
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