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TRAMWAY ' COMPANY - AND CITY.

Our correspojndexit, “A” as well as
several’ dther ' equally -estimable con-
tributors, wants to knéw why the city
should grant any concessions to the B.
C. Electric Railway Company in ex-
change for the concession of cheaper
ratds for light and power. As the Times
iﬁjtfated an agitation which resulted in
a reduction of electric lighting rates
on a previous. occasion; ; possibly we
may, ‘without risk of being charged
with inconsistegncy as an-advocate of
public OWnership of public utilities,
point out why the council has taken a
justifiable position in endorsmg the
company’'s proposition and why, also,
the ratepayers would be justified in
raufying it.

" In the first place, then, thé privileges
Company enjoys

?‘upon the streets of Victoria ' may be

¥ dismissed from consideration altogether

fas beside the questien. The company

{ acquired its rights with the charter

;under which it is bperating. At the

gtime of the acquisition of the charter
‘the privileges it carried were not con-
{ sidered of very great intrinsic value.

tVery few local capitalists would haye

] cared to invest their money in such a

venture, The value of such a franchise

depends entirely upon the actual pop-
ulation and the future ' prospects for
increase of population in a city. At
the time of the failure of the original
street railway company and the ap-
pearance in the field of the new, Vic-
toria was certainly not enjoying. the
advantages nor incurring the risk of
the disadvantages of a boom of any
kind. The securities acquired, there-
5fope, ‘:were not gilt-edged. The com-
ipany ‘“‘teok a chance,” to employ an ex-~
tpression readily understood in these

;speculatis'e times, ang it won. "We sub-’

!mlt that, under the clrcumstances it

is hardly fair to reproach the man-

agement with abusing the  privileges
conveyed by its charter. All it has got
was freely given by the legjslature, and.
the action of the Jeglslatﬂre va"s en-
dorsed with avidity by the ratepayers.
< We ask our correspondents, therefore,
fiot to attempt to confuse the issue by

‘lntroducjng extraneous mattersisuch as

tomparisons between the” treb.tmem the

compa;ny accords Vancouver and the |
measure meted out sto.- Victorla. Our:
sister city claims a population twice

@s large as the population of Victoria,

and every one knows that the value of

EWet railway franchise increases in
 mathematical proportion .with. . the
'growth of population. Fortunately for
."lhe city of Vancouver, the charter of

fher . street railway. company was not
sgiven for so long & term as the char-
ter of the first tramway line in Vie-
5torla The company foresaw that the

Wancouver charter was likely to prove
tvery valuable, and it agreed, for a con-
sideration, to the payment of a certain
Aigure annually for the privileges it en-
‘joys upon the streets. And what is
‘true of streéet car traffic applies to the
ivending of light, heat and power. The
1arger the population the more valuable
the franchise and the lower the rates
:at which these conveniences cah be
Bupplied.

But in Vancouver there is a Aactor
in the situation which is more favor-
able to the company and enables it to
deal more generously with its custom-

., ers than is the case in Victorfa. In
the ‘sister city the company owns its

. own source of water supply. Its man-
agement has always contended, and
prodyced proof in support of its con-
tention, that it is handicapped here as
compared with Vancouver in having

! #o pay a heavy rental for the water
it used in generating its electric power.
lt is upon condition of getting rid of
ths.handh.a.p that it purposed giving
the people of Victoria, although fewer
i numbers than the people of Vancou-
yer, exactly the same terms as it gives

he consumerq ot the terminal’ city.

As to the contention that in entering
into an agreement with the- street:-rail-
way company wWe may be committing
ourselves to” something we may have
reason to regret, is there anything sub-
stantial in §t?7 “Will-an examination of
the; faets ‘not- establish ~eur “-position
that “the advocates of public owner-
ship -of public utilities are merely fight-
mg a. phantom?

:Suppose we purchase the works of
the Esquimalt Water Works Company,
Wwill_not that transaction in itself ex-
ha,ust our municipal credit to the ex-
tent at least that we shall have no
margin left upon which to enter the
business of supplying power and light
to: ¢itizens? If we determine to go to
Sooke Lake for water, will not the con-
ditions in that case be even mors

strongly against extending the scope of
municipal entérprise?” It appears to
us that whatever course we may adopt
in: respeet of an increased supply of
water for municjpal purposes we shall
have, upon our hands a programme
fully "up'to the limits of our credit.

It may be quite true, and we believe
it i beyond question, that ultimately

the railway eompany wilt evelop' the
| water rlghts At has acquired at. Jordan
[River. But it i§ also trué that the
company is establishing a plant in Vic-
toria” which,
works ‘at Goldstréam, might be made
tc serve all its lacal purp_oses’
number, of years if.no further exten-
sions of any importance were carried
out, The point to be considered, ther_e-
fore, is whether it would be expedient,
for the sake of an abstract question of
principle, for the ratepayers.to’deal ad-
versely with the proposals of the com-
pany. "And, in dealing Wwith the mat-
ter, we .should also bear in mind the
fact that there is nothmg ‘in the agree-
ment to prevent the city from acquir-
ing the electric lighting plant and bus-
iness, should it _decide, to supply con-
sumers with light and@ power, by pro-
cess of arbitration.” That is the course
which would most certainly be adopted
in any event, because it would be the
height of economic folly to attempt to
duplicate’ the plarnt-of the company in
a city like Victoria.

As we have already said, the proper
thing for
endorse tliec agreément entered into ‘be-
tween the city council and the B: C.

Electric Rall“d.y Company
Ay R i e

DEVELOPMENT OF: OUR MINERAL
RESOURCES.

The Department of Mines, Ottawa,

has issued a bulletin giving tAhe pro-
duction of cement in Canada during the

calendar year 1908. -One ‘of the most

gratifying improvements made in the
administration ‘of the department by
Mr. Templeman during the past year
has been the prompt publication of
reports respecting . the mineral re-
sources of the country and their free
distribution. Information respecting
and of the mining industfy generally,
to be of practical value, should be
promptly published, and we are aware
that a determined effort is being made
to give publicity promptly at the end
of each year to the results of the work
of the officers of the department.
Complete statistics of the production
of Portlang Cement in Canada during
1908 are given in_the bulletm The
tota] quantity produced was 3,495,961
barrels of 350 pounds net as compared
with 2,491,513 barrels in 1907, or-an in-
crease of 1,004,448 barrels, or 40.3 per
cent.

The production ‘of Portland Cement
in 1908 was derived from 23 operating
plants, with a total capacity of 27,500
barrels, equivalent to about 8,250,000
barrels per year of 300 days, or 10,000,-
000 if all p}an;s were run continuousﬂy
for" the wholg year. The operating
plants were dlstributed as follows: One
in. Nova Scotia using blast furnaece
stags dne in Mapitohs making a ngt-|
ural - Portland,.. Cement; oxfe’ in British
Cotumbia, two" in Alberta a.nd three 'in
‘Quebec using hmeswne and clay, and
fifteen in Ontario,” of swhich tWwelve use
marl and three limestone. The total
daily capacity.of, the plants ugﬁng marl
was 10,400 barrels, as compared with
17,100 bBarrels per day’ for .all other
plants. Of the total quantity-of cement

from marl and 1,922,871 barrels from
hmesmne and slag.
The average ‘'price .at the. works dur-
ing 1908 as returned by the manufac-
turers was $1.39 per barrel. Prices in
car lots, ex-package at Toronto a.n_ﬂ
Montreal, . according to trade quota-
tions, rangéd from $1.90 in January to
as low as’$l. 5a‘ixl December. In Win-
nipeg Dprices ruled during the Ilatter
half of the yea.r “at about $2.40,
There is very:little cement exported
from Canada; only $34,501 worth being
recorded ‘for 1908  The imports which
were, previous to 1B04,-larger than the
Canadian - production,” have been de-
creasing ‘since '1906 ‘and were in 1908
‘equivalent to!but 17.6°per cent. of the
isales ‘of Canadian ‘cement, or 149 per
cent of the total.comsumption. A .dufy
of 121, cents per 100 pounds equivalent
to 433 cents per “barrel ot 350 pounds
net, is levied on imports, The weight
of the package is, however included
for purposes of duty."
RS2 G50 S S AN
“FLIES ON THE' WHEEL.”

The Premier of Bi‘iﬁsh ,Columhia an_ﬁ
his friends and $upfiortérs are at pres
ent engaged in the pleasant pastime-6f
holding political love feasts throughou{,
the province. There is no reason why
anyone should. object to this method
of passing the legislative recess. It is
at once the ‘pleasure and the duty of
a leader whose ambition to get in has
been gratified and whose chief concep-
tion of that which follows getting in is
to stay in. "But when leader-angd lieu-
tehants bage théir appeals for con-
tinued support- upon what they and
their friends in opposition have “done
for the province, we think the people
they are appealing to are entitleg to
particulars. They point out the posi-
tion of the province tq-day compared
with its position six years ago as proof
of wonderful accomplishments. This
they do in general terms, but if any
inquisitive Conservative or sceptical
Liberal were to ask for specific in-
gtances, we fancy the vain-glorious
coterie of stumperg would be hard put
to it to give them.

The record of the government of
Premier McBride is before the public.
‘Will-some advocate of the case of that
government - indicate anything it has
done to promote any one of the indus-
tries of the province? The growth of
the agricultural and “horticultural in-
terests is one of their stock ‘references,

in combination “with itsy

for &

the ratepayers to “do iste |

the - geology of the districts explored |-

‘slmply

made in 1908, 1,573,090 barrels were meade |

which they ascribe Ao the zeal amd pro-
xressweneu of ‘the LFinance: Minilter
who 'is also Minister of Agriculture.

Now the prime requisite of agriculture
and  Horticulture’ in : a  province soO
‘sparsely populated as British Columbia
? a market for the products of the

arm and the orchard. What has the
local government done to create such

a market? The demand for fruit and
agricultural products depends entirely
upon an increase 8f population within
the province or in'contiguous provinces.
Has the McBride government sought to
develop the mining industry ~of the
province of British Columbia ang thus
attract a popuiation tfiat would be
a heavy consumer of the products of
the orchard and the farm? Is it not
.a fact that everything the government
has done hasg tended to depress rather
than to stimulate minera] production?
Mining men strongly maintain the af-
firmative of this proposition ang con-
tend that but for the stimulus of the
‘bounty on lead the industry would to-
day be in a very -unsatisfactory posi-
tion.

There "is the lumber industry of the
\province "also. *What has the govern=
metit done’ to .assist this,” one of theé
most important of the British Colum-
bia's” sgurcés of “wwealth? ‘I3’ not what=

entirely due to the progressive policy
of the Dominion government, which
has encouraged by the construction of
railways immigration ' to the North-
west, thus providing an increasing and
remunerative market? What has the
McBride government done to encourage
the construction of railways within the
province—a policy which should surely
be within that government’s sphere of
activities, if it hag any—thus providing
a growing market as a valuable auxil-
iary to the domestic ‘market of the
‘Northwest and to the foreign market?

A few days ago one of the organs. of
this government “pointed with pride”
to the wonderful increase of railway
mileage within the province. How many
miles of railway were constructed with-
in the province as a result of the
policy of the McBride government?
How many miles of railway would have
been built or are now in process of be-
ing built as a consequence of the local
government’s policy?

Take any of the varioug lines of in-
dustry which might leégitimately engage
the attention of a government with a
view to facilitating progress and point
out what the McBride administration
has-accomplished — mining, fisheries,
agrlc;ﬂture horticulture or- lumbering
—whit has the government endeavored
to dofor the promotion_of these . basic
sources of provineial wealth? - «

Is it not true with respect to any of
them that the government has, adopt-
-ing the language of ‘Premiet McBride,
“sat tight” .and waited for
“gsomething to turn up,” and that that
which has turned up is due to the.ac-
tivity of the Dominion ~government?
And for the progress the province has
made ‘the provincial’ miniStry has the
‘effrontery to take all the ‘credit to It-
‘self. &%

A' NOTABLE FEAST,

b A ot
The‘-’f;piece de resistance” on the pro-
gramiifié brepared for the entertainment
of the delegates to the Imperial Press
Conference was, we presume, the grand

banquet’ given their colonial contem-
poraries by the newspaper men of Brit-
ain., " For this feast, we are told, there
were provided four hundred towlst two
hundred ducks, thirty turtles, three
hundred pounds of salmon (of the only
true variety), five hundred bottles of
.champagﬁe and two thousand cigars.
Forty chefs prepared the food, three
hundred waiters served it," using ten
thousand plates and dishes and twenty
tons of china, glass, linen and silver.
Making a generous allowance for the
“sober second thoughts” of the day of

repentance, isn't a contemplation of

this most noble bill of fare sufficient
to make the gastric juices flow in the
midst ‘of the fellows who had to stay
at home and grind for the honor and
glory of their preferred brethren? We
suspect that under such auspicious cir-
cumstances the feast of reason and the
flow of soul went off with a fine/ swing
notwithstanding the unavoidable ab-
sence of George Ham, the brightest, the
wittiest and the most genial press man
of them all—still a newspaper man at
heart although his genius has been de-
livered in bondage to a Soulless corpor-
ation like the C. P. R. Yet far be it
from us to suggest that that most ex-
cellent company, representing the guid-
ing light and the directing intelligence
of the greatest Empire the world has
ever seen, dined not wigely but too well.
There may have been a time in the
history of the profession the temp-
tation to indulge beyond the bounds
of discretion would have been too
great to be resisted. But these old bo-
hemian days have passed away for-
ever. They live only in the history of
Pendennis and Warrington: Leaders
and specials and critiques and reviews
are no longer ground out with wet
towels ‘wound around the head - in the
‘“cold grey day of the morning after.”
We venture té say that the forty chefs
and the three hundred waiters, and
sundry of their friends had a merry
time over the fragments of that feast,
quaffing many a bumper ‘of phiz ana
blowing many a ring of smoke to the
health. of the abstemious craftsmen of
the twentieth century, whose migsion it
is to instruct statesmen in the art of
cementing together the loosely-joined
members of a powerful Empire,

'statesmanship of 'the times.

ever: prosperity the lumberman enjoys+

| that

- The. bnsin&és of the Imperlal Bress |

Conference has been practically com-
pleted. . All that remains' to be dope is
the' presentation of the recommenda-
tions adopted and  the ‘conclusions
reached, in the-form of resolutions, to
the ' variousi governments of the dif-
ferent sections-of the Empire. The
chief end of the conference was to Se-
cure ‘more effective and cheaper cable
and telegraph communication between
the Mother Country, the centre of the
Imperial fabric, and the self-governing
and remote portions of the Empire, the
autonomious nations svhich in course of
time must exceed in population, in
wealth apd strength the ndtion from
whose 1oins they sprang. Conscious-
ness-of the-possibilities<of the future
of these youthrul ndations is now the
most prominent feature of the Imperial
The moye-
ment whxch took form +in . summoning

a confergnte qf the newspaper men of {

the colonies was one ok the results of
that. eapsciousness.. The idea behind it
Assthrough' cheaper .means of. commun-

-4cation-tg keep.the people of every por-

tion of -the. Empire informed” of the
trend @f.thought—social; dcgnomic and
political—in t.he Empire as, 2 whole.

Although the cnnference has hardly |

completed its business its discussions
have already borne fruit. One of the
cable companles whose exorbitant rates
have béen  the chief oObstacle to the
transmission of press messages has sig-

nified ifs wiliingness to make a reduc-'

tion of tells upon certain specified con-
ditions. These concessions, as we un-
derstand- the matter, are correspond-
ing reductions in the ‘“terminal” tele-
graph = chargeg—that is,’ in the rates
charged on. the Australian land lines,
which are owned and operated by the
governments. This system of co-oper-
ation between the cable companiés and
the Australian governmentsy it is in-
teresting to niote‘in passing; is charged
with having militated strongly against
the success of the all-red cable across
the Pacific. Some of the most power-
ful of the. Commonwealth Newspapers
are alleged-to be . deeply interested
financially in ‘the Eastern Cable Com-
pany and to-be more concerned in the
maintenance of an immensely profitable
monaopoly than in.the consummation of
the ideals of the more enthusiastic per-
sons who advocate cheaper and better
means of ‘cbmmunication as a condi-
tion precedent to an Imperml news Ser-
vice, _This vxew seems to be conﬂxmed
to the point of conviction by: the: fact
representatives of: certain ‘Ams-
tralian newspapers voiced the only ‘6p-

position “raisef "to the most important |
recommendation of ‘the pres; con;erq-

ence. prg 2

Howevey th.ege (hmss may. be, there
is a strong probabitity that the”schems

of an Imperiat press service will  be
consummated, All the powerful news- :
papers of Gréat Britain are im:‘faver|
T)le leading journals of Canada |

of. it,
support # with especial enthusiasm.
The Australian and the New Zealand
delegates, generally endorsed it, al-
though some 4f them expressed . doubts
as to its practicability. The represen-
tatives of the’ South Africdn Confed-
eration expressed a desire to be placed
upon the circuit. Signor Marconi inti-
mated that “the Wwiréless telegraph
might be expected to tender for-a share
in- the business at rates which wil¥
make the old-line companies ‘gasp.
When such' a "wealthy and powerful
and influential combination makes up
its mind that the thing can be done;
there are good reasons for looking for-
ward hopefully to a successful issue.
But the task is one of great magnitude.
Obstacles will _be encountered. There
are governments to be conyinced, cor-
porations  to be . conciliated, possibly
monopglies to-be overcome. - The bat-
tle will be a fierce one, and victory
will not be won in a month or a year.,

The Ldn,don,,Graphlc of June 5th con-
tains some beautigul views of the fruit
farms and fruit-growing centres in the
Okanagan Valléy ‘of British Columbia.
The Graphic points out that since the
beginning ‘of the present century the
acreage under fruit.in the:provinece has
increased from = 7,500 to 100,000 acres.'
The conclusion of the great London il-
lustrated is that. British Columbia is
destined to .be known as the “Orchard,
State of the Empire.”” It would be
hard to estimate the walue of such an
advertisement to the provmce

PERSONAUTY OF
BRITISH SPEAKERS

Character Sketch of the Pre-
siding Office_rs of House
of :Commons.

The personality of the Speaker of the
House of Commons embodies the spirit
of the British parliament, and the pres-
ent Speaker, the Right Hon. James
Willlam Lowther, -is- justly regarded by
all those who hayve anything to do with
parliamentary proceedings as. a notable
force in political life.

One of the characteristics of the
House of Commons is that membership
of it draws together in a common
spirit men of all parties, Conservatives,
Socialists and Liberals; those who aré
regarded in some quarters as most
revolutionary become strenuous in up-
holding its traditions and jealous of
encroachment on its  privileges, The
sharp divisions of party are sometimes
obscure even to the most ardent poli-
tician, but he cannot fail fo 'be influ-
enced by the striking continuity of
character in egch succeeding House of
Commons ‘and'‘the remarkable similar-

"man, It is “Mr, Speaker.”

| New Avrivals in Furniture Are
Priced Very Moderately

o~

from $15 down to .

o~

Parlor Tables

A SPLENDID DISPLAY of fine
Parlor Tables is to be seen on the
third floor. This lot embraces many
new and novel designs which will
be appreciated by those who know
GOOD FURNITURE when they
see it. They are in oak and mahog-
any, beautifully finished, while the
prices are such as to demand the at-
tention of all, rangmg

$66° down
e

34,50

Hall Racks

A SPLENDID LINE OF
RACKS of the much
popular kind is just to hand, beau-
tifully finished in quarter-cut oak,
golden oak of very handsome de-
sign and in Early English finish.
Ranging in prices all the way from

HALL
needed and

Si0.00

Ladies’

from $18 down to. -

Desks

NO MATTER WHAT YOU WISH
in the way of a good Writing
Desgk, you will find it here.
are to be seen on the third floor in
endless array, made of the finest
oak and mahogany, and are made
by firms who bear an enviable posi-
tion in the manufacture of fine fur-
niture. Prices ranging

They

unable to

S14.00

e

k

AN ~

Hall Mirrors
FOR THE PAST WHILE we have
had numerous calls for Hall Mir-
rors, but owing to the heavy de-
mand for Spencer furniture were

fill the orders for the

time being. However, we are now
in a position to please everyhody in
any style desired, in quarter cut
oak; also Early English, at prices
ranging from .

$18down to ........

Al

S

| Curtains and Draperies for All ‘Purposes at
Economical Prices /

Splendid values await you in our curtain and drapery department, our stock of
muslins and fancy drapery being decidedly comprehensive, while the styles to
be seen in lace curtains are too numeros to mention. It only needs your attend-
ance to decide for yourself that this department will save you money.

NOTTINGHAM LACE CURTAINS, a spemally

attractlve Ine, ShoWD WS .. & o e

-~ ~

81,25

Intepesting' News from the Car-'
e ~_.pet Department

: When in the store do not fail to call at this department—it is
with all tiélatest creations and designs of Carpetdom. We make it a point to
_‘carry in stock only the best and newest designs and highest quality goods ob-
tainable, and our wish is amply fulfilled by the large and select stock shown.
For mstance we are showing a splendid line of

BRUSSELS CARPETS in convenn%nal ' :
-and floral deSigns, at, per yard .....: s L LR U O Y $1 m)

snnply agiw

DAVID SPENCER, LTD.

ity of the legislative gathering, whether
Liberals or Conservatives predomin-
ate, That peeuliar individuality of the
House of Commons is, 8o ‘to speak, en-
shrined in the person of the Speaker.
The 'more faithfully he, without con-
scious effort, reflects it the more. cer-
tain is his name to go down to suc-
ceeding generations as one to be honor-
ed and revered, writes Frank Dilnot,
parliamentary representative of the
Daily Mail.

The present Speaker—succeeding dis-

tinguished men—has proved himself a
genius among Speakers.  He gives no
favor and he knows no fear, The rights
and privileges of the extremest Social-
ist are as safe in his hands as these of
the prime minister or Mr. Balfour. Not
one of the 670 members but will acclaim
him for his just and happy rule; . the
vast majority without distinction of
party are proud to call him friend.
The Right Hon, James Wm. Lowther,
who comes of an old and distinguished
parliamentary family, was born in 1855,

the 'son of the Hon, William Lowther;:

who himself was in the House of Com-
mons for a guarter of a century. Edu-
cated at Eton and Trinity College,
Cambridge, Mr. J. W. Lowther was
called to the bar in 1879 and elected to
parliament in 1883, ¥He was under-
secretary for foreign affairs in 1891, and
was appointed chairman of the com-
mittee of ways and means and deputy-
speaker in 1895. In 1905 he became
the Speaker, That is a brief outline of
the official record of the man whose
personal qualities have lifted him to
something higher than official emin-
ence. Curiously enough, his peculiar
genius was not so apparent when he
wag acting in the secondary position of
chairman in the House, Grambiing
politicians haye sald, rightly or wrong-
ly, that though Mr, Lowther wa3s al-

ways fair ag chairman, it wa$ never-’

theleks possible to detect in iiim ocea-
sionally the party man. One or {wo
even shook their heads when he was
made Speaker, And yet at the jpresent
time you may hear the most bitier
Radicals saying that Mr. Lowtaer is
a model of all that a Speaker should
be. They say no more than the truth.
He knows no party in the chair; he is
the firm, witty and impartial guide eof
the proceedings, He is more than that,
In all probability e will be ranked as
one of the great Speakers of history.
At a quarter to three each afternoon
there enters the House of Commons an
erect, well-proportioned man with trim
brown beard, regular features, and the
steel-blue eyes of the typical English-
He is garb-

ed in flowing robes, full-bottomed wig,

- 1l

knee breeches and silk stockings, and
he gives to the old-world costume a
grace and dignity only to be found
when. it is associated with strength and
character. With strong, gquick steps he
mounts the dais of the chair; he takes
his seat, adjusts his robes and opens
the order paper for the day. The ser-
geant-at-arms, sword by his side, raises
the great gilt mace to the table. Mem-
bers sink to silence; - the days sitting
has begun, : ;

The present Speaker leads men in a
way which makes them like being led,
It is a pleasure to submit to his rule.
During the first three-quarters of an
houvr gquestions may be poured in upon
ministers, but members are not allow-
ed to make -anything in the nature of
a speech, Supplementary inquiries aris-
ing from the ministers’ replies are per-
missible, but members must not ex-
press their opinions, One day that ir-
repressible Nationalist, Mr. Swift
MacNeil, bubbling with rage about
some’ minor injustice to Ireland, snap-
ped out a sharp retort to Mr. Birrell,
the “chief secretary. Instantly the
Speaker was op 'hig feet. ““The hon.
member,” he said gravely,” “must put
his interruption in the form of an® in-
terrogation.” The House roared’ with
laughter, and the Irisnman enjoyed the
reproof as muech as anyone,

The Speaker must not only have
hundreds of rules of order at his finger-
tips, but must be ready to meet a sud-
den emergency with a quick decision.
Mr. Lowther rarely fails. An indignant
Liberal below the gangway oné day put
a question which was iznored by the
minister to whom it" was addressed.
Not to be snubbed in this way the Lib-
eral warmly demanded of the Speaker
whether it was not a fact that a pri-
vate member had a right t0 ask any
question of ministers. *“Certainly,” re-
plied the Speaker, in his full, rich voice.
“Hon. members have the right to ask
any question”—members cheered—"but
that does not necéssarily mean that
ministers are compelled to answer
them,” 2

The laughter and applause that fol-
lowed effectually extinguished any fur-
ther protest, and while members” were
enjoying’ the ‘retort the Speaker called
the next question,

A Man of Culture and Characdter.,

When Mr, Lowther was made Speak-
er the eritics, while admitting many
quadities, pointed out that he was not
brilliant. - There was probably. somie
justification for this. . He was not a
great orator, he was not a comntand-
ing statesman, he was not likely to
thrill the world with a great book, But
he had even greater qualifications than

\

this kind of brilliance for the post he
now holds, He was an all-round man
of culture, possessing tact and firm-
ness, and he was dominated by a cer-
tain English spirit of fair play, He was
then, as he is now, a sportsman right
through A good shot, he was also very

fond of cricket, and was excellent with

the foils. Possessing some skill in paint-
ing, he was suecessful also as an ama-
teur actor, and his acting name of
“Lowther R. Kade” js still remember-
ed by his associates. This is the Eng-
lishman who guides the Housz of Com-
mons to-day. He guides it with a dig-
nity that has never been surpassed.

Many weapons are in his armory, his
chief one a ‘certain gentle wit. Many
an angry outburst has been smoothed
away by one of his happy phrases, But
with all his geniality, he possesses a de-
cision which is always in evidence, The
member who thinks he can impose on
the good nature of the Speaker makes
a mistake which is generally very pain-
ful for himself, Occasionally a mem-
ber, -‘warned that his sheech is' irrele-
vant, smoothly continues and presently
brlngs his words round once more to
the forbidden topic. Up rises the com-
manding figure of the Speaker. “The
hon. member,” he says slowly, “is dis=
regarding my ruling. If hé' does so
again I shall be compelled- to ask him
to take' his seat.”” Manner and tone
convey .a reproof impossible to repro-
duce in the written word.

Extremely rare are the occasions on
which the Speaker is moved to anger.
One of*those oecdsions came when Mr.
Victor ‘Grayson defied’ thé chair. In
tactful and reasonable words the par-
liamentary methods of obtaining his
objects had been pointed out to him.
But the young Socialist had come down

to make a scene, and a scene he must
have, He ‘spurned the advice of mem-:

bers who ‘were appealing %o him to

show respect to the chair. He flung de--

flance at the Speakér himself. He re-
fused to leave, he-said.

‘“‘Sergeant-at-arms,” cried the Speak-
er, in a voice like ‘thunder, “remove the
hon;, “member.” His ! blue eyes were
flashing, The mdignity put upon the
House yby comparatively insignificant
umit’ wds reflected in every lne of his
body, every note of his - woice.” The
House cheered him tumultuousiy. Mr.
Grayson made a not
exit,

The present House of Commons, with
its overwhelming Liberal majority, is
intensely proud of its Conservative
Speaker. The House of Commons in
the future, whatever its political com-

plexion, will have reason to be proud

of him too.

very dignified

S ————————
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