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not to shudder at the bare idea of perpetrat-
ing so much deliberate wickedness !

‘By our law, perjury was ancientiy punish-
ed with death; at a subsequent period the
cutting out of the tongue, as the offending
member, was scmetimes inflicted ; but 1n la-
ter times, following the principle of the
Roman Law of the Twelve Tables, “ perju-
rii peena diving, exitium ; humauna dedecus,”
‘a conviciion for this odious imprecation of
God's vengeance, subjrcts the offender to
corporal and pecuniary punishments, cx';}e:
and perpetual infamy, and deprives him of
many of the most valued righis ofa
British subject; inflicting upon him a sort
of meral leprosy whick readers him loath-
some, and causes him to be shunned by all
classes of mankind.. Nor can we wonder atl
the detestation in which the crime is univer-
sally held wheu we consider how it taints
with its foul breath every avenue intended
for the discovery of the truth, and stakes
our confidence in decisicns founded wpon
oral testimeny. It is by a due regard to
the sanctity of oatbs administered 10 public
Courts of Justice, that character, property,
and even lite itself, are primarily protected ;
for it is to little purpose that good laws are
‘enacted, or honestly expounded, if all these
great interests of man in civilized society
be cpen to the attacks of false witnesses,
men * speaking lies with hypocrisy, having
their consciense seared with a hot iron.”

How paiuful must be the -situation of a
Jury when witnesses are called before them
of doubtful demeanour, shewing by the care-
lessness with which they give their evidence
how evanescent has been the 1mpression, if
any at all were made by the solemn charac-
ter f the oath so recently taken, to speak
tio truth, the whele tiuth, and uothing bus
the truth.

This 15 a subject which interests all class
es of society ; iiigh and low, rich and poor,

are all lable to have their dearest rights set 4 i
Jaue, torcey

at nonoht, and their honest eadeavours to
establish them, trustrated by the subtle jrOi-
son aisiled from the bossm of a perjured
wisness, .

Should the labourer seck to-recover his |
' hire, or establish his innocence -when un- |
" justly accused of criine, the testimony be-

cessary to prove either, can alohe be receiv-
ed under ‘the sanction of an oath; aand

should his witness be a person known to be

regardless of its sanctity, he may not be be-

once speak the truth: and thus an honest
demand may be lost, or an offsnce never
committed, be established against au snuo-
cent person, because the only witness per-
haps who could explais an important fact in
a Liain of suspicious circumstances, is un-
worthy of credit,

It is, moreover, a dangerous experiment
for an ignorant man to attempt the relation

" of a fictitious narrative, or even to siate a

simple falsehcod, as she chances of being
Jetected are innck against him, should he be
eross-examined with any skill. There is
something so uatural and artless In truth,

that it obtains credit ior its own sake; while |

the wavering, conscious falsehood is sure to

" betray itself even by the laboured exerticns

it makes to avert discovery.

Having thus oriefly stated what I believe
10 be the general feeling of mankind as to
the character of Perjury, and pointed out
its deleterious effects upon our intercourse
with one another: I shall now call your at-
tention to those legal considerations which
should govern you in dealing with the case |

 in question, when a Bill shall be laid before

you by the Crown Officer.

Perjury, by our law, is a milful false oath
taken by a person of souwud mind, »ho hav-
ing been sworn Lefore a competent authority
deposes to that which he knows to be false,
or which he does not know to be true, and
which is material to the matter it question;
from whenece it will appear that the depo-
nent must be a person of sufficient -iutelli-
gence fully to comprehend what he is doing,
which every person must be to be capable
of a criminal act. . He must be sworn be-
fore a person or tribunal having competent
authority to administer an oath upon the oc-
casion when the perjury is chargec to have
been committed, so that voluntary false oaths
taken before Magistrates or other persons
not haviog jurisdiction over the matter, re-
specting Which_ they are teken, although
highly immmo:al and often punishadle as a
misdemeanour, will not amount to per-

jury.

With regard to the falsity alleged, it is
not material that it should in fact be untrue,
it is sufficient that the deponent does uot
know it to be true; and therefore if a per-
son not knowing whether the circumnstance
to which be is interrogated, be true or false,
he wiil be gnilty of pecjury, because he does
potl kuow that to be true which he takes ou
Liun: to assert, Neither 1s 1t maiérial, as
some yainly imagine, that the falee winte-
weut should be niade in positive aud  dwreet
terms, aud therefore the t0o {reqaeni prac-
tice of swearing to best of depcacat's kusw-
ledge ur behief, with a view i saving s
eonscience, will not excuse him, either m the
sight of God or. man, if it be shewn from

circumstances that he must have koown the

contrary- It is not; therefore, material in

" " fwhat language the idea intended to de cou-
*~ veyed 4s-clothed; but’whether the idea coh. 4
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veved be false and intended to deceive.. The
intention is evervthing ; and theérefore a mis-
statement made through inadvertence, from
want of comprehension, or any other of the
various causes which may be assigned to
take away the deliberate character of the of-
fence, will not subject the party to a charge
of perjury.

The falsity must also be material to the
point in guestion, and intended to iufluence
the deciston of the matter under consideia-
tion ; so that perjory caunnot be assigned
upon unin.portant and iosignificant collate-
ral statements,

[n applying these principles to the facts
which may be laid hLefore you, you will beac
i mind thai in this as_in all other cases,
you are not a Jury for tiial, but simply of
Iuquiry, and therefore should you find the
substance of the charge proved, it will be
your duty to put the party upon his trial,
when he will have an opportunity of shzw-
ing in his defence whatever circumstances
may tend to prove his innocence,

Yeu will doubtless take an opportunity: of
visiting the Gaol during the term, and
should you perceive anything worthy of ob-
servation either in the state and condition of
the prison or its inmates, this Court will be-
stow their best counsideration upon any pre-
sentment you may think proper to make
upon the subject. '

The following is a correct statement of the
Vessels that cleated for the Seai Fishery
at the Custom-House, at Port-de-Grave,
the present Spring :—

Vessels. Masters. Tons, Men.

[anthe, Wells 126 35

Meg Mearniiies, Autle 69 1o

Kart Grey, Bryan Y 2

fitzebeth & Maiia, Lo Dre 87 =4
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Terta Nova, Percey
Jebilee, Percey

Johin Alexander, Bartlett
Arabian, Percey
Dolphin, Whelan
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Jane Elizabetn, Munden

Emily, Walsh

Margaret, Burke

iiebe, Rabbits

Dandy, Spracklin

Naomi & Susanna, Muiden

Highlander, Munden

Four Brothers, Munden

Hit or Miss, Roberts

Alexaader, Normia

Juseph, Mead

Aunu, Roberts

Bikley, Norman

Nimrod, Sinith

Orion, Shiepherd

Ringwood, Taylor

Montezuma, Russell

Samue!l, Giles

Aun, Davis

Nonpareil, Davis

Williani, Snow

Doiphin, Davis

Neunfoundlander, Mercer

Despatel, Goosuey

Lady Ann, Mercer

fssac & Eiizabeth, Richaras

Henrietta, Williams

Active, Norman

Glentalloch, Daw

Favourite, Richaic

Agenoria, Delaney

Ehzuabeth Aan, Andrewe

Squirrel, Le Droe

Nelson, Peyton

Justin, Willcocks

Jsabella, Whelan

Venus, Le Droe

Mary, Audrews

Margaret Elien, Norman

Success, Sheean

Active, Curlew

Ranger, Mugford

Indian Lass, Etchingham

Mary, Well

John & Maria, Burke

Caroline, -Mercer

Nightingale, Delaney

Dove, Sheppard

Betsey, Sheppard

Henry, King

John & William, French

Young Harp, Cerban

Swift, Batten

Margaret, Cave 194

Liberty, Butler 68
Burk - 81

P'vre, Cole 3
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Mariza, Andrews H1
L. Avengeur. Gushue 52
Succeess, L Dieoe 5991
Rover, Spracklin 57
Total —83 Vessels, 7245 Tons,
The increase of outlit from il
the present Spring, compared wi
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Tons. - Men.
—_ 192
We have not beea able to ascerfain cor-
rectly the increase in tounage, in consequence
of the admeasurement of some of the ves-
sels being given to us agreeable to the new,
and others according to tne old regulations

— Mercury, Aprd 14.

SZIP NIZIWS

Port of Harbor Grace.
ENTERED:

April 15.—Schr. -Surprise, Ilarvey, Liver.
pool, 143 bls. flour, 40 bls. pork, 59 iir.inos
butter, 95 bags bread, 20 toas coal, 2
crates earthenware, 94 tons salt,

Pori of Carbonear.
ENTERED.

April 6.—Brig Hazard, Cturchward, Liver-
pool, 10 tous coal, 60 tons salt, 101 bls,
flour, 190 bags bread.

Brig Mary-Ann & Martha, Meajor, Lisbon,
80 tons salt, 5 cwt. corkwood, 10 quarter
casks wine, 30 boxes oranges,”3 bouxes le-
mons.

15th—Schooner Julia, Smith, Liverpool and
Cork, 22 tons potatoes, 3 boxes leather-
ware, 10 barrels flour, 10 bags bread, 45
tous coals.

Brig Eggardon Castle, Warland, Lisboa,
230 tous salt, 7 doz. wmats, 4 qr. casks
wine, 4 cwt. raisins, 20 frails figs.

Brig Hope, Shaddock, Hamburgh, 200 Dbrls.
pork, 620 brls. flour, 143 firking butter,
712 bags bread.

CLEARED,
April 13 - Beig Muarv Ann & Martha, Major,
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GERS, ana woicl hie intends runmag the

WINTER as lvug as the weather will permit, |

between Killigrews, and Hrijus, ana Pori-
de-Giaee.—The owner of

call every TUESDAY mornio he Hous-
esof Mr. John Crute and Mr. Pairick
ICielty, for Letters, Packages, &c., and then
proceed across the Bay, as soon as the wind
and weather will allow ; aud in case of there
being no possibility of proceeding by water,
the Letters will be forwarded by land, by a
careful person, aud the utmost puactuality
observed,

Jamus [Iopee begs to state, also, he has a
Horse and Sleigh, which he will have every
TUESDAY moraning ic St. John's, for the
perpose of conveying Passengers to Killi-
greas and from Kiliigrews to St. John's—
he intends carrving a {Saddle every trip in
case the path shouid not be answerable for
the Sleigh to return. e has alse good and
comfortable Lodgings, and everv necessary
that may be wauted, and on the mosi rea-
soiable terms.

Lerms of Passage, &e.—

Oce Person, .or Three, 135s.—DPassages
across the Bay, above that number, 5s. each
— Passages 1n the Sleigh 7s. 6d. each, Saddie
Horse 10s.—Luvggages, &c. carried on the
most reasonabie terms,

Killigrews,
Feb. 1, 1837.

I -Oh3 BIDZETL PACIET,

Robertiand Joh i Elinds
Of Middle Iight,

BEG most respectfully to inform their
Friends and the Public, that they havea safe
and commodious IFour-soul BOAT, which
they intend running the Winter, as long as

‘the weather will permit, between MippLx-

Bicur and Brieus, ‘and PorT-DE-GRAVE.—
One of the Owners, of the Packet will call
every TUESDAY Morning at Messrs. Per-
churd & Boay's for Letters and Packages,
aud then proceed across the Bay as soen as
witd and weather will allow: and in case
of there being no possibility of preceeding
by Water, the Letters will be forwarded by
Land by a careful Person, and the utmost
punctuality observed.

They beg to state, aiso, that they have
gnod and ecmiorfable Lodgings, and. every
necessary that may be waunted, and on tea-

sopable terms.

5s. each
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E):xst, present, ana tutvre, mav be demasded
by the Ciown, .
The said FARM was formaily the P

ty of Josian Pamein, Evg. It ig
ently situated for carting Manure o i
Musquitte Beach, 5 :

For further particuiars, apply t5
;HENRY CORBIN WA'TTS,

_ Barrister at Lar.
Carbonear,
January 18, 1837

1o te LET or SOLD.
W YOUR DWELLING-HOUSES, STORE

and WIIARF, all inigood repair and
situated in a central part of the Town, with
a space of GROUND to the Westwerd of
tthe STORE, well situated for 2 Dwelling-
+ House, or other Bwmldings, with a laréa
i space of buck GROUND, for the unexpived
' term of between Fifty and Sixty vears. Da-
i 1anoe of Rent £7 10s. a vear.
ther particnlars, apply to

THOMAS MARTIN

¥y gor
T U¥ Ul

. ilarbour Grace,
' January 18, 1237
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Johu's, June 28,

IST OF LETTERS BEMAINING IN
B 4 THE POST OFFICE, SU. JOHUN'S
W hich will not Ce jorwarded wuwmitiil iie
POSTAGE is paic. '
Harsor Gracs. :
Thomas Yoley—care Patrick Morris, Xeq,
St Johu's.
John Cartey—care Thos. ¥oley, Harboar
Grace. , : -
From Jocha Jewel, seaman en board H.3.S.
Talevara, To Jawes Jewell at 3Ir Soper's
Harbour. Grace.

Mridoseph Woada.

Thomas Murphy—care of Wm. Bailie.

Thos. Hyde, Bay-de:Verds—care of C.  F.
Beanet:, St. Joha's. i

Paiwrick Strapp, Harbour Mazin~-cate Pat,
Yelsh, Si. John's.

Thoes. O Hara.

Miss Ana Maria ¥ord, Cubits, .

~ Cangoxean .

W. Bennett, junr.,—care Gossc,, Pack, and
Fryer. "

Thos. Leck—care John Wkite, South side.

Wm, Bemister, merchant, /.

Joseph Peters, a paper.

. 8. SQLOMAN P.M..
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| B¢ Joka's, Nov. 23, 182




