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whioh pnf, upon iaqxibj, to bt tht lUeM of mOtxAu
(MkBe7nio,Ahigfaoffld«lofXiiigLoiiiiXiy. TUm
ou U no doubt th«t the otbflr artklM in the enpboeid
date Uok to the early dtTi of thftt king. Theinfennoe
ie, tberefoie, that thiqr were all the property of thia
Nicholas de la Beynie^ who waa, aa I nndentand, the
gentleman apedally oonoemed with the wi^f^fm^yft

and exeontion of the Diaconio lawa of that epoch.'*
"What then?"

^^
"I would adc you now to take the ftmnel into your

handa once more and to examine the upper brass rim.
Can you make out any lettering upon it f

*'

There were certainly some scratches upon it, ahnost
obliterated by time. The general elTeot was of sereral
letters, the last of whioh bore some resemUanoe to a B.

"ToumakeitaB?"
"Yes, I do."

** So do I. In fcct, I hare no doubt whatever that
it is a B.

" But the nobleman you mentioned would have hadB for his initial"

"Exactly
I That's the beauty of it. He owned

this curious object, and yet he had some one else's
initials upon it. Why did he do this ?

"

** I can't imagine; can you ?
"

"Well, I might, perhaps, guess. Do you observe
something drawn a littlo further along the rim f

"

" I should say it was a crown."
" It is undoubtedly a crown ; but if you examine it

in a good light, you will convince yourself that it is
not an ordinary crown. It is a heraldic crown—

a

badge of rank, and it consists of an alternation of four


