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AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY

A Speech deliveied fay Sir Jolm Willuon faelbte the Board of
Trede of Woodcock, on October 8, 1920

For vuioaa fwwoas it Is a plcanu«
torn* to oemc to Woodstock. ThoraWM a tloM wkoa Oxford, to my
ted, r^coscsted all tkat was
soud la political tiaditioii, faith,
aad practice, asMl iHica ttc rctonis
ia svGcessiTe geaaral elcctioBS wci«
sia^alartjr satisfiMtorr aad com-
forttal. If I haTB aot Iwld with
ooaplete fldaUtf to the old i«lations,
posslbljr Osfbrd also has become
more doubtfol in its pdittcal Jvdg-
naats. A|aia, Oxfofd has an iati-
aute historical letetioii to gieat
l^wes ia Canadian history. Hon.
George Brown, aad Hon. WOliam
McDoogan, aad Sir OUrer Mowat,
aad Sir Richard Cartwright weie
aaung fkt <^icf arddtecta of Con-
i*deration, and seldom indeed has
ttis coantf been represented in the
LegishitBre or the Hoose of Com-
aMns by men iriio did not give
distinction to the pabUc councils.
Oxford, too, has the <dd traditiMi of
economy, of thrift, of lore of learn-
lag, 9i patriotic devotion to the
ConuBonwealth which are the natural
heritage of Scotsmen, their great
gifts to the land from which they
come aad all lands to which they go,
and their peculiar titles to the good-
wiU and respect of nunUnd. One.
^riio was bom in Huron cannot fully
admit that this is the banner county
of Ontario as the Uteratore of the
Board of Trade contends, but, with
a reservati<m in favor of Huron only,
the claim is not contested. Finally,
in Oxford, in its i»osperous indus-
trial communities and in its rich
fields, herds and dairies, there is
that bBppf union of agriculture and
manufacture which, as I beUeve,
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RURAL DKPOPULATION
There is no nataral quarrel be-

tween industry and agricalture.
Co-operation between these two
great primary iaieresto is esseatial
if a nation is to become popalons
aad prosperous. We hear much on
the subject of "rural depoputation,"
but I am bound to think that the
whoiit coatreveisy is distinguished
by singular want of infonnatimi and
lack of candor. A great vartoty of
causes ex;i^ains the dedine in
rural population aad the movement
of peo^ into towns and cities.
The eiqperience of free trade Bag-
land was not different from that of
protectioaist America. The history
of New South Wales under low
tariff was not different from that of
the protectionist stotes of Australia.
Much necessary farm labor of forty
or fifty years ago has been dis^aced
by machinery. The binder has dis-
possessed the cradle. The plough
is yielding its ascendancy to the
tractor. Even in the household, in
the dairy, and in the farmyard,
mechanical inventions ditplstf much
hand labor. To contend that as
muiy peofde should be engaged ia
general farming on a thousand acres


