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prieit staading at the nortU side ; lor the former rubric, having beta
perfectly clear and definite, it would not Imve been necessary to change it
in rolerence to tliis matter, unlets a change of poaiHm, m» alto intended
—a removal of tlia priest a little to tUo nortli of his former poBition, .jtlll

facing to the east, could not fairly be inferred from the words ' atand"
at tlie north side," as contrasted withstanding, afore the midst of the table,
Standing at the north side must mean, in this case, standing at the north
or ri«ht side of the table, so that it will be on tbepnest's left hand when
facing llic people. It will not do to urge, as Mr. Darling does, that in
this case i:.e word " end" would have been used ; for in the Scotch Prayer
Book, in the corresponding rubric, both words are used as synonymous •

" The presbyter standing at the north Fide or end of the holy table' shall

say, etc." In this view of the case I am sustained by authorities of far

greater weight than Archdeacon Freeman. Wheatly, in treating of this

subject, says :--''Whe;'eever the Lord's table be placed, the priest is ob-

liged to btaiid at the north bide or end, as the Scotch Prayer Book ex.

presses it ; the design being, that the prieet may be the better seen
and heard, wliich he cannot be but at ihe north side or end." With re

gard to tto rubric, whicli directs the priest to stand before the Lord's

table, when pieparing tba elements for consecration, Wheatly says, that

•'when the priest says the prayer of consecration he is to stand, so that he
may, with the more readiness and decency, break the bread before the

people, and take the cup into his hands. As the rubric directs him
to do this ho must bo on the north side, for if he stood before the table

his body would hinder the ^people from seeing ; so that he must stand

at the uorth side, there being no other place mentioneu inour rubric] for

periorming any part of this office. In the Roman Catholic Church the

priest stands before the altar ; as the rubricot 1549, in cur first Prayer
Book, directed. lu the Greek Church, where there is no chancel-
door to be closed, when the consecration of the elements takes place, a

curtain is let down to put out of sight what is being done by the priest.

The endent intention of our Prayer Book is, that the people should he

witnesses of what is being done."

Proctor, whose work on the Prayer Book is the one used at Trinity

College, in the city of Toronto, says : "The rubric before the prayer of

consecration was add'jd in 1661, to provide against ineonveniences which
had been felt in reaching the elements, when they were placed in the

middle of the table, and the table stood north and south. Some divinea

have sought to remedy this by standing in front of the able, according

to Uie rubric of 1540, aforeside of the fable. The prie»t is now to stand

I


