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on board the ships of other nations, is an interference with the rights of other nations;

is further, thcreiorc, than Engiisli prerogative can legally extend ; and is nothing-

bul an attempt to mforce the peculiar law of England beyond the dominions and

jurisdiction of the crown. The claim asserts an extra-territorial authority for the

law of British prerogative, and assumes to exercise this extra-territorial authority

to the manifest injury and annoyance of the citizens and subjects of other States, on

board their own vessels on the high seas.

Every merchant vessel on the seas is rightfully considered as part of the territory of

the country to which it belongs. Tlie entry, therefore, into such vessel, being neutral,

by a belligerant, is an act of force, and is, priina facie, a wrong, a trespass, which can

be justified only when done for some purpose, allowed to form a sufficient justification

by the law of nations. But a British cruiser enters an American merchant vessel in or-

der to take therefrom supposed British subjects; otTering no justification therefor, under

the law of nations, but claiming the right under the law of England respecting the King's

prerogative. This cannot be defended. English soil, English territory, English juris-

diction, is the appropriate siihere for the operation of English law. The ocean is the

sphere of the law of nations; and any merchant vessel on the seas is, by that law, un-

der the protection of the laws of her own nation, and may claim immunity, unless in

cases in v-hich that law allows her to be entered or visited.

If this notion of perpetual allegiance, and the conisequent power of the prerogative,

was the law of the world ; if it formed part of the conventional code of nations, and

was usually practised like the right of visiting neutral ships, for the purpose of discover-

ing and seizing enemy property, then irnpres.^ment might be defended as a common

right, and there would be no remedy for the evil till the national code should be altered.

But this is by no means the case. There is no such principle incorporated into the code

of nations. The doctrine stands only as English law—not as national law ; and English

law can not be of force beyond English dominion. Whatever duties or relations that

lav/ creates betv/een the sovereign and his subjects, can be enforced and maintained only

within the realm, or proper possessions or territory of the sovereign. There may be

quite as just a prerogative right to the property of subjects as to their personal services,

in an exigency of the State; but no Government thinks of controlling by its own laws

property of its subjects situated abroad; much less does any Government think of en-

tering the territory of another pov/er for the purpose of seizing such prq^erty and apply-

ing it to its own uses. As laws, the prerogatives of the crown of England have no obli-

gation on persons or property domiciled or situated abroad.

"When, thereibre," says an authority not unknown or unregarded on either side of

the Atlantic, "we speak of the right of a State to bind its own native subjects every

where, we speak only of its own claim and exercise of sovereignty over them, when

they return within its own territorial jurisdiction, and not of its right to compel or re-

quire obedience to such laws, on the part of other nation.-?, within their own territorial

sovereignty. Gu the contrary, every nation has an exclusive right to regulate persons

and things within its own territory, according to its sovereign will and public polity."

The good sense of these principles, their remark-'.ijle pertinency to the subject now

under consideration, and the extraordinary consequences resulting from the British doc-

trine, are signally iiiauitbhted by tliat which we see taking place every day. England

acknowledges herself oier-burdened with population of the poorer classes. Every in-

stance of the emieraiion uf persons of those classes is regarded by her as a benetit. Eng-

land, tlierelV're, encourages emisration ; means are notoriously supplied to emigrants 'O'


