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extenfive, ftricl:, and accurate, will be this fcrutiny, that cvc

ry work muft be brought into judgment, and every (ccret

thing that men do, whether it be good or evil ;
and every

man will be rewarded according to his works. God is alio

to be confidered as the judge of kingdoms and nations, as

well as of individuals, only with this difference, that the pe-

riod of retribution for the latter, will be after the clofe of the

prefent fccne, and the full mealure of rewards and punifh-

ments will be difpenfed in a future world, whereas, on the

other hand, nations as fuch, or in their national capacity, arc

ludffed and their rewards and puniftiments difpenfed in the

prefent flate. This world is the only theatre on which na-

tions exifl. Here they are either built up or pulled down,

exalted to a ftate of national profperity, or corrected and pun-

iftied by fevere chaftifements. Thefe national clamities are

fometimes inflicted for their good, but at others for their ex-

tinaion from the lift of nations. Righteousness exaltclh a na-

tion, but sin (particularly national fin) is the reproach to any people.

The prophet Jeremiah, as well in this chapter as in many

other parts of his prophecy, gives an affeding and melancholy

pidure of the corruption and degeneracy of the Jews. Ihis

degeneracy confifted of two branches ; which have not only

a natural but a neceffary connexion together ;
viz. In an

apoftacy from the principles and pradlce of the true religion,

by adopting the idolatrous cuftoms of the lurrouncung na-

tions, and in the awful prevalence of almoft every fpccies of

immoraUty. This ihe prophet paints in glowing colours,

chap. 2, xiii. For jny people have cGmmitted two evils ; they ha%-e

forsaken 'Ue.the foiin..
'

" t uf llvhig "paters, and iH-.ved them oid cis^

terns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water, lor thcle things

God threatens them with his difpleafure, the fruits of which

they foon after lo feverely experienced. The words of the

text are twice repeated in this chapter, viz. vcr. ix & xxix, to

Ihow that this vifitation and vengeance were both certain and

neceffary in the nature of things. Shall not wy soul be avenged

on such a nation as this ? The vifitation here threatened was a

national vifitation, and the fins fir which they were to be vi-

fited were national iins. For the farther illuftration of the

(ubjed, I ihall


