
BRITISH PROTECTION. u
thirty yonrs to come, or more. Is it wonderful, with
such things pasHiiior before their eyes, that men shouhl

become republicans? — when they see their fellow

settlers in the neighbouring States, nieu of the same
British descent, free from such gross misai)i)Iication8 of

the public funds? Those rights and that royalty were
vested in the Crown in trust for the good of the peojde

—not intended to supply the extravagance of a fa-

vourite. And is it wonderful that Nova Scotia should

be ill-peopled? A natural source of wealth, which
niight have given a livelihood to thousands, is made
over to a Company residing across the ocean, who have
never yet succeeded in working it to advantage. Who,
besides, will take land on which the Company's servants

may at any time enter under pretext of searching for

minerals ? A local writer, speaking of this monopoly,
and of the high j)rice of coals, and insufficiency of
supply consequent thereon, remarks,—" This is what
they call British protection. We call it plunder. We
are laid under contribution, exactly as if a hostile army
had invaded us."


