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s INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

Tlie mecms for the accomplishment of these objects have
usually been

—

Devotional Meetings
;

Classes for Biblical Instruction and Literary
Improvement

;

The delivery of Lectures
;

The diffusion of Christian Literature ; and
A Library for Reference and Circulation.

The Meetings of the Associations are held in their rooms
i'oi'.tbe purposes of j9m?/<?r, reading the Scriptures^ mutual
edification and encouragement, and for receiving infonna-
fdon on all matters tending to promote the welfare of the
institutions.

Any member has the privilege of introducing his friends

:

indeed this is one of the chief objects of these Societies. In
large towns numbers of young men are to be found engaged
in a variety of occupations, who by their means are quickly
sought out, and tisyre gladly find a kind and frank reception.
Too often has the youthful stranger been left to make his
Avay as best he could among the more religious portion of
ihQ community, or find a refuge in the ofttimes more con-
genial haunts of frivolity and dissipation.

A .mber of the most distinguished religious and literary
men of London, and in other places, have already added
to the extension of our literature, as their instructive and
deeply interesting "Lectures to Young Men," have from
time to time been published, after having been delivered at
the meetings of these Societies. The same course of instruc-
tion is contemplated in this place, and a number of Gentle-
men friendly to our object will deliver fortnight lectures, to
succeed this opening Address.
So much with regard to statistics. We shall now proceed

to make a few remarks on the general character and objects
of these institutions, which have been greatly blessed of God
in rescuing thousands and tens of thousan^^s of young men
from the paths of vice and unhappiness.
Of all the influences which exert their power over the

human mind, none is so forcible as example. Men dislike
precept

: it implies the assumption of power, which is only
submitted to when it cannot bo avoided ; and as this as-
sumption (except in one memorablu und marvellous instance)


