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moft snivcrfal wretchetine(k» wa» the total reconl|i|i|t

the good people of England. Sir William Pettyi im^|d

Anatomy, fays, that in the year 164I) Ireland contact

I )466>ooo

He addsy that in 1652* they had Tank to 850)000*

,

'

Decreafe 616,000

"fkBh in eleven years, the Irifh nation loft fix hundred and fixtc

thoolaad people. In 1641, they had been driven into rebellkfn, 1

^

the tyllmny of tlvit Engiiih parliament, #ho condadled Charles Stu-

art todbefcaffold. On the incorruptible virtues ofthat upright^Wlt
much noii^Qfe hath been fud and fung. By a fingle votcflby q^fif-

cated two H^illions and five hundred tnoufahd acrcs^gra^d in lie.

land. The ve|if>le ifltnd was transformed into an p|i|rn|b daughter*

houfe. Ireland, glQiVcnied by an Engiiih refuhlk, migibi navefookedto«^ij

wards Morocco, i|« terrcftrial paradife. Compare^ith the tremen.

duous mafs of roililfjModuced by StrafiTord, CroiJilll, Ireton, and

the '. -tuous doke of Oi1(j|0od, the dungeons of the Baftile, or the

profcriptions of a Roman tiiomvirate, ftirink into forgetfulnefs.-i-

Neither the reftoration of Cherles the Second, nor the glorious re-

volution,J afforded much relief to Ireland. The people contindcd

to groan under the moft oppreffive imd abfnrd defpotifm, till, in

denance of all confequences, the inniMMrtal Swift, like another

Broke the dark phalanx, and let in the light. ^'

Tie taught his country to underftand her importitfiBe. At laft Aie

lefolved to aj[&rt it, and, as a neceflar}' arrangement, flie aro(e i*

arms. En^Uftd faw the hazard of contending wj||b a biiN% «l «»»

jured, and an indignant nation. The fabric of tMi^lrfm^remf>l^MK

its bafe ; and it is to be hoped that a ftiort tinncii^'d^||mfti eve-

ry veftige of a fupremacy, difhonourable and p?rnicio9H|bth
tions. As matters now ftaiid, an Iriihman, who lovesmrT^vurftf

i-» L .

.,
* Tliefe particulars arc borrowed from a quarto edition of Cuthn*'} Cfs.injiirt

printed atDublin. 1 have not yet feen a copy of the Political Anatomy-^
+ Comiift a Review of the Civil Wars in Ireland, by Dr. Curry. An epitooie

of his valuable book, will form a future chapter of the Political Piogrefi.

\ 1 adopt the current phrafe, but what^/or^- could be annexed to the affair, itk
not eafy to lee. An infatuated old tyrant was drferteJ by all the world, and Jltd
from his dominions. His people chofe a fucccflbr. This was natural enough,

it had no connection with gioiy. James ra» aivay., which precluded all opportu

ties for heroifm. The charadter ot the leaders in the revolution will not jufUfy'

violent encomium on the purity of their motives. The feleflion of William

reprobated veryfoon after, by themfelvcs, which excludes any pretence tOBtach

liticat forcfight. Here then, isa^/or/Vftj event, accompli(hcd without an actual

fort ofcourage, of integrity, or of wifdom. When the Swifs, the i^ts, the Annp^j

ricans, the Corlicans, or the Dutch, wreftled againft the fuperior forces of defpo-'

tifm, that was a fcene of glory. Hut when no rcftAance happentd, the difmiffionii uf

a king and a coachman, were equally remote from it.


