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ing sarcasm, "it's yourself who would like to b« the messen-
gerJ"

"There mif;ht be a worse one," O'Flahorty said calmly
"I' ^ I believe that Captain Hall is going down on a week's
leave to-morrow, I proi)08e that he, being an Englishman, an,l
therefore more trustworthy than any Irish member of the
mess would be on such a mission, be requested to purchase
some for the use of the mess, and to escort it back again
How much shall I say. Colonel?"

"That is a grave matter, and not to be answered hastily,
Doctor. Let me see, there are thirty-two officers with the
regiment. Now, what would you say would be a fair allow-
ance per day for each man 1

"

"I should say half a bottle. Colonel. There are some of
them won't take as much, but O'Grady will square matters up."

"I protest against the insinuation," O'Grady said rising-
"and moreover, I would observe, that it is mighty little would
be left for me after each man had l.ken his whack."

"That is sixteen bottles a day. For a continuance I should
consider that too much; but seeing that we have been out of
dacent liquor for a month, and may have but a fortnight after
It arrives, to make up for lost time we will say sixteen bottles."
"Make it three gallons," O'Grady said persuasively; "we

shall be having lots of men drop in when it geto known that we
have got a supply."

"There is something in that, O'Grady. Well, we will say
three gallons—that is forty-two gallons for a fortnight Wo
will commission Captain Hall to bring back that quantity."

" If you say forty-five, Colonel, it will give us a drop in our
flasks to start with, and we are as likely to be fifteen days as
fourteen anyway."

"Let it be forty-five then," the colonel assented. "AVill
you undutake that, Captain Hall I"

I


