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On ///I" iliilf of l/wju'st JMsvovrrii <ij' (Iw Atiivi'icuii L'oitliin'nl.

I'DimiMit dl' till' sciiatf, expressed liy one limulred Jini! Inrly-iiiiie Vdtes, ohtiiirud

IVoni the dnn'c ( Aiidn- Vjuidr.iiiiiiKi). "n lli'" -^•'i Miireli, 1 |.7<5, lii-* iiatiinilizntioii

as ii citizen of Venice ( |ll•ivil^^'illm eivilalis de intii«« et c\1rjii. lie had addic1''fl

liiiiiseir. it ap|ieai's, with i^Teaf success, tn the study of cnsumii'raphy Mud the

](i'acliee III' iiavin'Mtion— perhaps he had souyht the teacliinif oC the ceieliraltit

I'hncntiiie cnsiiiit^raphrr, I'aul 'rDScaiiclli ; and at all cvciits he liad douhtless

adopted, with the avidity ol' a studious adept, thi' theories prolbsscd hy that a^'cd

-a'^'c respect iiiLV I he dispii--it ion oi" land and water on the suilaee ol' the y'lotv -

theori(;s. the laiiie ol' whieli had reiudied even to the Court of I'ui'tuiv."!, and had

excited there a einiosily, whieh he s;itislir>(l in a wcll-kuow ii leller writ ten iVnui

I'lorniee, undi'i' <lali' III' .lime U"», 1171. lo CanMu Fcrnaui Mart ins, mh intini.ile

orAlphonso \'., HI whieh llerr was aiiiicved a nautical exphia itory eimi'l I'cpi'c-

Sllltin^' the Atlantic ( )ceaii, hounded on the cast hyliie shores ol' lau'ope and

Africa, aiul oii the west hy those of oriental Asia, with e. total itderv.il of ^'MP ol'

hmi^itudc hetween Lislieii and <^>uinsay, the uiaguilieent capital ol' ihe niiu'lity

empire of Cat hay. At .'»()" this side of ('iitluiy lay tiie !;reat island ol' Zipanu'u or

.lapan. At .'iO distance ri-oni liishiiii, I he i;reat island Antilhi, oi' llu- i-^land nl"

Ihe 'Seven Cities,' was Ihrust I'orward. whicdi the nia])s of the time placid

lieyoiul the Azoi'cs ; with some othci' islands in a location less lixed, anion!^' which

the island of Hresil occMri'ed in dilU-rent plae -s. A direct way was thus holdly

liviced hy the learnci! l'lorentin<' across tlu> A\'estern Ocean, even to that ripuleiit

eniniti'y ol' the (irand Khau, wliose inconiparahle riches !i;id hci-n seen ajid

rt'lated, two ceidui'ies hefore, hy ill" N'euelian i\'arco I'olo. The alteiil ion oi'

Alon/o\. nas diverted hy cares nearer hoiuc, hy a war with strani;'e I'cverses,

IVim these nieditalions ahout a maritinu' route to the Indies hy the W'sl.

Ihit Cahot, who in his ti'jjvels in the KasI (l']i dice die altre volt" esso e slntn

a la Meelia) had h'arned I'l'om the caravans of Arahia that the spices canie rnmi

hand to hand from the remotest countries ol' tlu; I'last, cotdd not fail to revohe

ill his lirain adventurous tliouL;hts ret>'ardini;' the distant horizon, where that

extreme Orient was distinctly indicated, toward whi(di li(> saw ranned at due

iiilervals, like siu;cessiv(; staliou-hoiiscs, the islands ol' Jhvsil, oi' Anfilia. and then

Zipannn.

'•The new citi/,en of X'eniee, takim;' his wife and sons with him, to uo into

i'oreiyn ])art8 lo round an estahlishment ol' maritime commerce, in accordance

with the cosmopolitan hahits of the N'eiielians. selected for this purposi? the

l'^iiii,'lish port of Bristol, the channel of which oi)ens exatJtIy toward those western

legions, where 1' >scauelli had i)oiiited out, in the distance, the i'oi'tunate siiovcs


