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SocaOtllMiM foSBili*.

On nccoiinT, niuinly of a transverse roln near tlie biiso of tlie wing, •which I considered

honioloi-oiis wi<h the nrcuhis of moch-ni Odonnta. \vhiU> almost every otiier feature of the

wing was (iistinetively n()U-()(h)nate and generally Sialidan, I looked on this as th(^ typo of ii

distinct synthetic! group, which F called lloniotiietidae, u (iiniily •forming the eonnecting

link hetweon the Ncuroptera projx'r and Pseutt'jnouroptera."

Dr. llagLMi. wlio has not seen the single original, says, ''It is obvious that the wing
helongs to the Sialina," and exphdns the so-called arculus iis the end of a horny basal ])art

of the wing, such as is seen in Corydalis. "'rhe fragment." he says, "shows nothing foreign

to the (.'ory<lalis type. e.\ee])ting a smaller ninnber ol transversals."

The re-exan)ination of this form after a speiMal study of a considerable number of later

paleozoic wings, some of which agree toleral)ly closidy in general structure with llomo-

tbetus. apart from the supposed arculus in the latter, convinces me that 1 have been mis-

taken altout tiiis arculus. i liud. indeed, iliat, when more clo:eIy .scrutiui/ed it just fails ol

ri'achiug the scapular vein al)ove. and that, what 1 strangely overlooked befons it is

elevated, while the other veins al)out It are depressed; it lies, indeed, at a slightly higher

level on till' stone than the others, on a piece which shows a fracture farther away from

the base of the wing, where the first separation of what 1 then considered the main

scapular branch and the exteruomedian vi'in takes place. Upon this elevated piece that

|)ortion of the siip])osed branch lying l)etween the so-ealled arculus and this He))aration is

placed, and it we discard one we discard also the other; that is. these veins do not amal-

ganuite at their base and curve downwanl (in passing baseward). but, as a closer exanunation

shows. I'eebly and uncertainly it is true, both run [)arallel to each oilier and are separated

by a slight interval, while the supposed oi)li(|uely curving basal amalgamation is something

foreiiiu to the wins'', as. indeed, is shown liv its also lieinu' elevated and not depressed.

KxamiiUMl with this new light to seek for the basal attaciiments of the branching veins,

a few faint indications, over that part of the fossil from which tlie wing has been llaked olY

(represented in the |)ublislH'd drawing by dotteil lines), show that there ai'e, between what

1 ii)rmerly calleil the externomediau vi'in and the main .scapular vein, two .separate,

paralK'l. longitudinal veins; moreover, that what I had looked upon as the l)asal pju't of

the so-called e\teru(»median vein is really only the edge of a Hake of stone, beneath which,

at a slightly lower point, this vein passes,

the vein being unseen further toward the

base than where the cross-vein strikes it.

if. then, within the l)asal fourth of the

wing, betwi'en the stout scapulai- vein, and the

so-called externomediau vein (which itself

lies lower than indic.iti'd in the original draw-

ing), there are two parallel, loujjitudnial \eins. if is highly jjrobable that, the upper of them

is directly conui-cted with the vein which strikes the tip of the wing and carries several

snbseiiuidistant. considerably oi)li(|ue bi-anches; and the lower with the vein or vein.s

carrying the entire set of more longitudinal branches, between the preceding and what

was lormerlv called the externomediau vein, .somewhat in the numner 1 have indicated on

II..m«>tIi.-tii> f.i-^ili-. Cnirri It'll >krt('h.


