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of tlion^/lit wliich tlu'v possess. In tliis particuliir, united with

their lilciiiiy tiicrit, these j)fo(Uietions hiive no eciuiil iiinon^' us.

Tile one on tlif '' Ti'U(! <Jran(li'ur of Xiitii»ns " stands t'ortli liy

itsell" lilve u serene and majestic inia;_''e, cut li-oni tlie purest I'arian

inarlile. Tliose on " I'eaee and War," and two or tliree otliers,

possps.s equal merit, ('([uul heauty, and equal purity and dif,niity

ol' tliou^iit. In oiu' view, these orations approach nearer tho

modi'ls oi' anti(|uity tlian those of any other wi'iter ainon<,'st u.s,

unless it Ik' Welister, wiioin Sumner greatly surpasses in moral

tone and dignity of thought.

Many of the distinguUhcd sfatesmen and scholars of our country^

non deceased, lejl on record their opinion of the character and value

of Mr. Sumner's public services. From amony these a few are

selected.

From John Quincy Adams.

In a letter addressed to Mr. Sunnier innnediutely after the de-

livery of tli(! celeljrated oration, " The Seiiolar, tlie Artist, tho

Jurist, the JMiilanthropist," Mr. Adams remarks: —
" It is a gratification to ni(! to liave the opportunity to repeat

the thaid\s whicli I so cordially gave you at the close of your ora-

tion last Thursday, and of Avhich the sentiment oHered by me at

the dimier-tal)le,* was hut an additional pulsati(»n from the same

head. I trust I may now congratulate you on the felicity, lirst of

your selection of your subject, and secondly, by its consununation

in the deliverv. But vou will induljre me in the frankness and

candor, Avhicii if they had not been the laws of a long life, would

yet be imperative duties on its last stage, in tlu; remark that the

])U'asure with which I listened to your discourse was inspired lar

less liy the success, and all but universal acceptance and applause

of the present moment, than by the vista of the future Avhich it

opened to my view. Casting my eyes back no further than tho

Fourth of July of the last year, when you set all the vipers of

Alecto hissing, by proclaiming the Christian law of Fniversal

Peace and Love, and then casting them forward perhaps, not much

* TliP eoiitimont -wns, — "The memory of tlie Scholar, the Jurist, the

Artist, !Ui(l the rhilaiitliropist, ami— not tho inemorv. but the long life of

the kindred spirit who has this day embalmed tiicm all."
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