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It is not ray wish hero to introduce any qufistion relative to an isothermal
lino; but the presmnption is. that, wore the countiy explore I this season,

under cultivation, a condition only precluded by its vast exteiif, and absence
of communication, its climate would unless in certain localili'S, from local

causes, differ little irora the lower cultivated portions of the Province of
Qui^l)ec, an evidence of which exists in the crops raised und r the present
unfavourable circumstances at the Hudson's Bay Company' > Posts, north
of the jTr(>at Watershed. At Moose Factory the extremes of temperature
are—40^ in winter and-r-89® in summer, the average duriir^' the coldest

inonih boin£^ so far as 1 could learn, about-|-n°, or a little colder than at

Abbitibbie, where I procured my figures from the register kept for the
fSiaithsonian Institution. The climate of the country is very healthy, and
even in the heat of summer, the air highly invigorating, but early frosts

frequently prevent grain from ripening properly, especially at Moose
Factory, where the soil is rich alluvial, and the crops over luxuriant for an
early harvest. At New Brunswick House, however, situated about 49* 8' N.
latitude, I procured a very fair specimen of ripe barley. ., _. „ ^

On ! loose Island, in Lat. SI** 14' 43" N., the magnetic variation is 13« "W.

and I observed from the Hudson's Bay Company's chart of 1821, that fol-

lowinir the meridian o: 80^ W. Long, at Lat. 52«' 10' N. it is 7° W. at 52°
40' N. it is 8>^ W., while at Lat. 54^ 18" N. and Long. 80° 30' W. it is 10° W.
[ had no means at my command this season, of ascertaining whether obser-

vations taken this year would corresp< ' with those of fifty years ago. In
the soundings, so far as I was able to e.. nine during a short trip of three
dnys in James Bay, there seems in general little difference between those
taken then and in 1821 ; that little however indicates a sliting up, but the
bottom is free from rocks, except a few drift boulders, and the anchorage
excellent.

Along our route of exploration we met with some very beautiful and
interesting scenery, especially on the Abl)itibbie river, of which I made
some pencil sketches. On reaching Moose Factory, however, I found from
Mr. J. L. Cotter, Accountant, Southern Department that, during his summer
travels in Hiidson Bay, he had, as an amateur, photogi aphed many of the

principal scenes we had passed; at th:? same time presentiiig me with
what copies he had, including a complete view of Moose Island and
Factory.
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In my contact with the Indians, I have been far more successful than I

anticipated in securing their good opinion, three of thom having, as bows-
raan, steersman, and cook, followed us faithfully throughout the entire
expedition. The Cree-speaking Indisftis had become very suspicious of
The future in consequence of the transition state of the Company. In
ansvvm- to many inquiries, which I aad neithof power nor aulhority to
answer, I constantly assured them thet the object and wish of the Cana-
dian Gcvernment was to deal tairly by them ; also taking care never to

leave a post or encampment, before iseertaining to what extent our.pre»,
eciico and conduct had met tJieir appjovaJ. <cr°,f:- 1, >,>*
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