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])ores of our skin art; 8() nnmiToii!} utid miiuitu lliut a ^(aiii of

suncl woiilil cover l'2r),000 oC lliein. V\'c pL-rcoive aniumloil

lic'iugs, in cerluin licjiiiJs, m* iiiiiiulu timl 50,01)1) of llu'ui would

iiol equal the avAn ol a luitc, and yet each is runiusltcd willi

luoutli, eyes, anil oilier organs of animal function.

Willi what awe, with what wonder ouirhl we to look up (<»

tinit ureal artideer who has thus fornuHl tin? snhliuie scenery i»f

th(! heavens, this heunlilul eiirlli, the exquisite structure oC t)ur

own bodies, and at the sanio lime is mindful of a peopled w<trld

so niinult! as to ho to tho human vye wholly invisible.

I bhall now shortly advert to ii di^'e.overy, so wondnais in lis

power, so nuijestic in its residls,asto throw almost every inven-

tion of man entirely into the shade. J mean tliu Steam Engine.

'I'liere was published in lOl)!}, durnig the reign of Charles the

Second, a very curious, and now u very rare-book, called the

Ma.quis of Worcester's centenary of inventions. Having read

it in my youth,, I cannot, at this dii)tauce of time, recall the

manner in which the noble author treats the subject, nor am I

(juitc sure whether he may be ^ty]ed the inventor of the plan,

or whether for the first time he gave it to the wo.-id. At all

events, the hint is contained there. Jt appeared that the force

with which steam i-ssues Irom the spoul of a tea kettle, and

raises the lid, while the water is boiling, suggested ils power.

It was many years alter the Mincjuis wrote, ere an engine driv-

en by steam wasmvented. The names of Savory and Newco-

men are used with reference to the cuustruclion (»f the Steam

Engine. 'J'here can be no doubt that for years it was a clumsy

machine, doing very little, compared with ils size. Jt was re-

served fur one of ihe most illustrious nanies in the records of

science—a name whose lustre will for centuries survive tho

dimming process of time. To James Watt belongs the h' nor,

not, indeed, of discovering, but of improving this great inven-

tion, so as nearly to render it that perfect and admirable machine

which we now find it to be. He found it a dwarf—he left it a

giant


