
vouKr/n TOirii in irkland.

f)ut n rircMinistnncc unrivalled is the court, which is spacious and m!ip;nific{nt, the open-

infj; behind the hoiinc iHalsolKautiful. in the evening; to the Hotunda.u eireuhuruum,
ninety leet diameter, an imitation of Haiula^h, provided with a band of musi(!.

The barracks area vast buildinf^, raised in a |)lnin htile, of many divisions, the prin-

ciiMil front is of an immense lenj^th : they contain every convenience for ten regiments.

June 2 3. I.ord CharlemontN house in Dublin is e(|ually elegiuit and convenient, the

apartments lar(i;e, handsome, and well disposed, containing Nome good pictures, parti-

cularly one by Keinbrandt, of Judas throwing the monev on the floor, with a strong

I. Dression of guilt and remorse; the whole grouiK' line. In thcfuuncnx)m is a portrait

of Cicsar Horgia, by Titian. The library is a most elegimt apartment of about forty by
thirty, and of such a height as to form a pleasing proportion, the light is well managed,
(oniing in from the cove of the ceiling, and has an exceeding gotxle (Feet; atone end is

a |)n tty anti-room, wiih a fine copy of the Venus de Medicis, and at the oUier two
hniiill rooms, one a cabinet of pictures and antiquities, the other medals. In the col-

lection also of Robert Fitzgerald, esq. in Merion-squarc, are several pieces which very

y\\'l\ dc erve a traveller^ attention ; it was the best I saw in Dublin. Before I quit that

cit} I observe, on the houses in gcnenil, that wh \t they call their two-roomed ones are

good and convenient. Mr. Latouchc's, in Stephen's Green, I was shewn as a model
of this soit, and I found it well contrived, and fmished elegantly. Drove to lord

Charlemont's villa at Ahirino, near the city, where his lordship has formed u pleasing

lawn, margined in the highei part by a well-planted thriving shrubbery, and on a rising

ground a banquetting-room, vhich ranks very high among the most beautiful edifices I

have any where seen ; it has much elegance, lightness, and cflTect, and commands a fine

prospect ; the rising ground on which it stands sloi^s oft' to an agreeable accompany-
ment of wood, beyond which on one side is Dublin harbour, which here has the upi)ear-

nnce of a noble river crowded with ships moving to and from the capital. On the other

bide is a shore spotted with white buildings, and beyond it the hills of Wicklow, pre-

senting an outline extremely various. Tne other port of the view (it would be more
perfect if the city was planted out) is varied, in some places nothing but wood, in others

breaks of prospect. The lawn, which is extensive, is new grass, and appears to be ex-

celkntly laid down, the herbage a fine crop of white clover (trifolium repens) trefoil,

rib-grass (plantage lanceolata) and other good plants. Returned to Dublin, and made
infjuiries into other points, the prices of provisions, &c. (for which sec the tables at the

end of the book. ) The expences of a family in pro^iorticn to those of London are, as

five to eight.

Having the year following lived more than two months in Dublin, I am able to speak

to a few points, which as a mere traveller I could not have done. The information I

before received of the prices of living is correct. Fish and poultry are plentiful and

ver}' cheap. Good lodgings almost as dear as they are in London ; though we were

well accommodated (dirt excepted) for two guineas and pn half a week. All the lower

ranks in this city h, c no idea of English cleanliness, cither in apartments, j^rsons, or

cookcrj'. There is a very good society in Dublin in a parliament winter : a great round

of dinners and parties ; and balls and suppers every night in the week, some of which

are very elegant ; but you almost every where meet a company much too numerous
for the size of the apartmefits. They have two assemblies on the plan of those o'Lon-

don, in Fishamble-street, and at the Rotunda; and two gentlemen's clubs, ' -ihry's

. and Daly's, very well regulated : I heard some anecdotes of deep play at uk h'ttcr,

though never to the excess common at London. . An ill judged and uuijueecsjirul at-

tempt was made to establish the Italian opera, which existed but with scarce'/ . r y life

for tliis one winter ; of course they co'ald rise no higher than a comic one. i^a Buona


